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This is a weekly bulletin which I would encourage parents and carers to read, informing you of all 
important upcoming dates and events and to help you stay informed in the life of the Longsands. 
If there is any feedback on this publication, please do contact me via Mrs Todd, the Principal’s PA   
(principalspa@astrea-longsands.org).

PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY PRIZE
Miss Garner nominated Ruby, Jasmin and Kamile from her Year 9 
technology class to receive this week’s Principal’s Award. 

The reasons for their nomination included consistent hard work and focus 
in this subject, incredibly innovative ideas and how well they have picked 
up the iterative design process.  

Well done ladies, very well deserved.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE As part of Justice Week 2020 (24-28 February) 
form groups across the Academy will be introduced to the fundamentals of the justice system in England and 
Wales, which are supported by the PD:  Learning for Life and Work curriculum in Year 9. The resources look at the 
fundamentals of the rule of law, and the role of parliament, government and the justice system. The law is a vital pillar 
of our democratic society, and understanding the law is essential to being an empowered and responsible citizen. 
Engaging children at a young age in the fundamentals of the rule of law is the beginning of them understanding how 
our society runs and the crucial role they can play within it. 

BLOOD BROTHERS On Thursday 6 February a dedicated group of Year 11 students  travelled to 
Brighton to watch their GCSE English Literature text ‘Blood Brothers’ performed live. After arriving in Brighton we 
took a brisk walk past the Pavilion to the Theatre Royal. The production was appreciated by all students and they 
were a real credit to Longsands in their conduct within the theatre and with members of the general public. The 
stage version had beaten their expectations and had deepened their understanding of the text to an emotional 
level. 

A great day was had and the students were impeccably behaved all day, even on the long coach journey! Many 
thanks to Mr Jeffery and Mr Elias for leading the trips.

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL The Drama and Music departments 
came together to put on a SOLD OUT performance of High School Musical JR 
on 11 February. We would like to thank everyone involved in the production, 
from the students superb work over a such a long period of time, to the 
families, friends and students who came to support the cast. It was a truly 
fantastic night that showcased the many talents of our Longsands Students, 
we are excited for what the future holds and cannot wait to showcase more. 
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PHILOSOPHY 4 CHILDREN (P4C) On Monday 10 February, fifteen students from our feeder 
primary schools enjoyed an hours P4C session. Students were given fifteen written stimuli which encouraged them 
to think about a range of philosophical ideas from; the value of a tree, locations of people around the world and 
how plastics are ruining our planet.

Students generated some interesting, thoughtful and higher level philosophies and questions including: Were trees 
useful in prehistoric times, What are the consequences of our actions, would rain still be useful if there were no life forms, is 
a wealthy person more important than a homeless person, is an animal or person who passed away still important, and 
why is fame important?

The question that they chose to enquire further was ‘Are trees equally important everywhere in the world?’. There was 
a tangible buzz for the hour with students enquiring with confidence and gusto.

The student’s last word to sum up the event included: questioning, exciting, deep, thinking, inspiring, interesting, 
philosophical, and new.

YEAR 10 CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE On the last Wednesday of 
term Mrs Fengler and Mr Wayman took a group of Year 10 Humanities students to Cambridge University for a 
Humanities taster day. They participated in lectures by Cambridge professors of Sociology, Classics, Linguistics and 
International Development.

It was a great introduction to what university is like and how humanities subjects can lead to at least as many jobs 
as science can.

SNOZONE- YEAR 8 REWARD TRIP  
Mrs Postins reported that great fun was had by all on the Year 8 
reward trip to Snozone in Milton Keynes.

Our thanks to students for their excellent behaviour during the trip, 
we hope that you enjoyed your reward!

SAFER INTERNET DAY  Mr Owen was delighted to meet the talented 
Year 7 students who won the Safer Internet Day Poster Competition in the LRC just 
before the half-term break. He spoke to them about how creative their posters were 
and the important messages they promote. 

Mr Owen rewarded Daniel, Ava, Alicia and Hannah with Waterstones vouchers and a 
letter of congratulations.
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SKI TRIP What a fantastic ski trip! Congratulations to the students 
who attended the annual Longsands ski trip and demonstrated such 
resilience and energy to learn a new skill. This year we visited the Zillertal 
in Austria and skied the Kaltenbach, Zell am Ziller and Mayrhofen 
resorts.

Not only did our students consistently portray the values we uphold 
as a school on the slopes, but also in the evening entertainment. The 
Tyrolean (traditional Austrian dancing and games) and Austrian style 
bowling was well received. Excellent log cutting from Finn and Rowan!  

Congratulations to the students for their excellent behaviour and desire 
to improve their skiing. Ski Astons commented positively on this. We 
look forward to hopefully seeing you return to the slopes next February 
half-term. 

CAREERS EVENT - MEET THE PROFESSIONALS On the 13/14 February we hosted 
a careers event for all students in Year 9 and invited a number of different employers into the Academy to talk to 
students about their job role and career path. The aim of the event was to encourage students to explore different 
career roles and find out about different career paths such as apprenticeships and vocational qualifications. We 
hope that this event gave students a better insight into the world of work and we will be following this up as part of 
our Personal Development curriculum after half term. 

For more information about our careers programme, please visit the careers section of the website or contact  
Mrs Martindale, the Careers Lead.

YEAR 7 RACE TO THE LINE On Thursday 13 February the 
first of two race day finals for the Year 7 ‘Race to the Line’ competition took 
place. 133 Students raced the rocket cars they have designed and produced, 
in teams, in their Design Technology lessons and timed them using microbits 
they programmed in Computing lessons.

Local company MASS, who are sponsoring the whole year group to take part, 
joined us and demonstrated their 3D printer. MASS rewarded all students 
who took part with a pen each and a certificate; with special awards to be 
presented once the second final takes place on Wednesday 1st April. 

Mrs Chilton, who led the event, would like to extend her thanks to MASS, the 
teachers in DT and Computer Science who worked so hard with the students 
in lessons and for their support on the day; particularly Mrs Rose who coordinated everything in DT. Plus the Year 
12 and 13 students; without whom the event would not have been so successful. With special thanks to Luke 
who worked tirelessly building the track components and acted as project manager in charge of the other post 
16 students; and most importantly the Year 7 students for their teamwork, innovative designs and their excellent 
performance and behaviour during the race.
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BEHAVIOUR and ACHIEVEMENT POINTS In the week before half-term we issued 198 
C2s, and 38 C3s. There were 5 mobile phones confiscated as they were seen and/or heard on the school site.

I am delighted to report that we issued 1204 achievement points, commending students for their academic 
excellence (relative to their ability) and their attitude to learning. 

We thank all students for their role in ensuring all lessons are free from disruption and for following all school rules 
with regards to mobile phones and homework completion. 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS Attendance has been shown to be one of the most important factors in 
a child’s ability to succeed at school. Our target at Longsands is to achieve an overall attendance figure of at least 
96%. This will allow all students to reach their full potential.  

Medical appointments must be made out of school hours where possible, unless it is an emergency. Please sign in 
and out at The Administration Department when leaving or returning for appointments for safeguarding purposes. 

Parental support is always greatly appreciated with regards to attendance and makes a real difference to all 
students’ progress. 

In the week before the half-term break, the school’s attendance rate was 93%. 

The 5 forms with the highest attendance at Longsands in the week before half-term 
were: 

1. 7NJD
2. 7SSH
3. 7RLT
4. 7HJL
5. 10DAN

DATES TO REMEMBER THIS WEEK 
Day Event

All Week •	 Year 11 Mock Exams

Tuesday •	 17:30 - 18:30 Year 11 Visual Arts Private View

Wednesday •	 Year 12 Oxbridge evening at Kimbolton School

Thursday •	 14:30 - 19:00 Year 9 Parent Consultations
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by 
letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include:

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or text 07860 095966

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

WEEKLY LUNCH MENU
Can also be accessed via our website (please note 
the menus alternate on a 3 week rotation, please 

see the dates at the top of each menu).

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/

