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This is a weekly bulletin which I would encourage parents and carers to read, informing you of all 
important upcoming dates and events and to help you stay informed in the life of the Longsands. 
If there is any feedback on this publication, please do contact me via Mrs Todd, the Principal’s PA   
(principalspa@astrea-longsands.org).

PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY PRIZE
This week, I met three delightful students from Mr Mellors 
Year 8 French class. They had each been nominated for 
trying their very best in lessons.

It is always highlight of the week to talk to students and 
understand their motivation in lessons. 

Very well done to Ryan, Kayleigh and Kenya.

PARENTS’ INFORMATION EVENINGS Thank you to those parents/carers who attended 
the termly Principal’s Parents Information Evening on Tuesday evening. This is an opportunity for the Senior 
Management Team of the school to update parents/carers on the strategic and operational developments of the 
Academy. The next meeting is planned for Wednesday 29th April at 6.30pm in the Ritchie Hall. 

YOUNG ENTERPRISE is designed to give students an insight into how a 
successful business operates. Young Enterprise is open to all interested students in Year 12 
who work in teams with friends, sharing out the roles of the company between them.  We have 
an incredibly enthusiastic Young Enterprise team and one group has formed a new brand, 
‘AstroLight’.  Astrolight have are producing bracelets and necklaces and are selling the items to 
students and staff.  The project is allowing the Young Enterprise team to understand financial, 
managerial, technical and marketing roles within a business environment.  

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE February is LGBT (Lesbian Gay Bisexual and 
Transgender) History month, which acknowledges the struggles people in the LGBTQ (Queer or Questioning) 
community have gone through and continue to go through in search of equality. LGBT History Month was established 
in 2004, it not only raises awareness of discrimination still faced by the LGBT+ community but also celebrates LGBT+ 
people and their achievements. LGBTQ issues feature in all three strands of the PD: LLW curriculum. 

We also have a weekly LGBT club where students can go to ask questions or discuss their experiences. Last year 
students in this club gave presentations to other students during form time, explaining the meaning of LGBT. In 
addition, this year, led by Mr Willis, Longsands will be highlighting the event during registrations and discussing the 
origins of LGBT month. 
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YEAR 7 RACE TO THE LINE COMPETITION Thursday 13 February marks the first of two 
race-day finals for the Year 7 Race to the Line competition. Local company MASS, who are sponsoring the whole 
year group to take part, will be joining us to offer support and prizes to students. This is a great project which has 
excited students and is a fun and practical way to demonstrate STEM opportunities.  

Students have been designing and producing rocket cars in teams during their Design Technology lessons and 
will race them for the first time on 13 February. Students will time the rocket cars using the microbits they have 
programmed during their Computing lessons.

SAFER INTERNET DAY Safer internet day 2020 is on Tuesday 11th February.  Mrs Chilton is delighted 
to announce that there were four winners in the Safer Internet Day poster competition. Huge congratulations to; 
Daniel 7JXH, Alicia 7HJL, Ava 7DPH and Hannah 7SSH.  The winners will receive their rewards this week and their 
posters will be displayed throughout the Academy. 

In addition, all students will receive advice and guidance this week about using the internet safely in Computer 
Science and in form times. A copy of a useful Safer Internet guidance is at the end of this bulletin, enabling parents 
and carers to support their child in staying safe online: we would encourage you to take a look at this with your child.

DUKE of EDINBURGH AWARD: UPDATE  The current Bronze cohort (Year 10) continue 
to work hard during their weekly training sessions. Here is a reminder of the expedition dates:

• 27 – 29 March: Activity weekend in Norwich (letter with more details to follow shortly)
• 16 May: Practice expedition around Grafham Water and surrounding villages 
• 13 – 14 June: Final (assessed) expedition (Bedfordshire)

Dates for the Silver (Year 11) expeditions:

• 26th – 28th June: Practice expedition to the White Peak area of the Peak District 
• 13th – 15th July: Final (assessed) expedition to the Dark Peak area of the Peak District

If you should have any questions, please contact Mr Dickerson via brad.dickerson@astrea-longsands.org

CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS  I had the pleasure 
of meeting with Aedan and Amelia, both Year 9, who have qualified to run at the 
English Schools Cross Country Championships in Liverpool on 14 March.

Their selection for the Cambridgeshire squad follows successes during 
District, County and Regional races.  We wish them both the best of luck at the 
Championships.
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YEAR 11 COMPUTER SCIENCE REVISION SESSION AT SNTFC Computer 
Science specialist and examiner Paul Long led Year 11 Computer Science students through a masterclass of revision 
techniques on Friday.  Paul’s expert knowledge of examination practices also extends beyond the subject, giving the 
students some key advice on tackling tricky exams questions for all subjects. We were grateful for St Neots Town 
Football Club in allowing us their space to provide this workshop for our students. 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES SPEAKATHON Students had to collect six stickers 
by completing different role play tasks ran by MFL staff and native speakers. Task included as buying an item in a 
shop and asking for directions. A completed booklet allowed them to visit the café. A huge thank you to all the staff 
and students who contributed to the success of Longsands very first Speakathon. 

Student responses
Students enjoyed:
“the layout was very good and fun”  “the situations and props helped it feel less scary” “allowed us to practise our 
skills and vocabulary in a fun environment”
Students found useful:
“practising questions boosted confidence” “practising German in a real life situation” “being in a friendly environment 
where I can speak French without worrying”
Their top role play tips are: 
“take words from the question” “stay calm” “if in doubt say oui”

HALF-TERM - YEAR 11 SUBJECT SUPPORT SESSIONS In order to offer additional 
help and support as we move closer to the summer GCSE exams, the Learning Resource Centre will be open each 
day over half-term for Year 11 students for silently study. Students are not expected to wear school uniform and 
the Learning Resource Centre will be open from 9.00 am until 3.30 pm each day. In addition, over half-term there 
will be the following revision sessions: 

• Geology: Monday, 17 February – 10.00 am - 2.00 pm in N1.2 
• Sociology: Monday, 17 February – 10.00 am - 12.00 pm in D2.4 
• Geography: Tuesday, 18 February – 10.00 am - 1.00 pm in N2.4 
• Chemistry: Thursday, 20 February – 10.00 am - 2.00 pm in G13 
• Child Development: Thursday, 20 February – 10.00 am - 2.00 pm in D8

YEAR 7 REWARD TRIP It was an absolute delight taking many of the Year 7s to the Cinema for 
their reward trip on Wednesday. All students were impeccably behaved throughout and a real credit to Longsands 
Academy.

Staff and students were able to sit back and relax to enjoy the movie of their choice along with some snacks from 
the counter. At the end of the movie we all had a spring clean - and the cinema staff were very grateful but also very 
complimentary of our students! Well done to you all.
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BEHAVIOUR and ACHIEVEMENT POINTS Last week we issued 254 C2s, and 45 C3s. 
There were 3 mobile phones confiscated as they were seen and/or heard on the school site.

I am delighted to report that we issued 1621 achievement points, commending students for their academic 
excellence (relative to their ability) and their attitude to learning. 

We thank all students for their role in ensuring all lessons are free from disruption and for following all school rules 
with regards to mobile phones and homework completion. 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS Attendance has been shown to be one of the most important factors in 
a child’s ability to succeed at school. 

Our target at Longsands is to achieve an overall attendance figure of at least 96%. This will 
allow all students to reach their full potential. An annual attendance of 90% could mean a 
student missed up to 100 lessons. This can lead to a student dropping one whole grade 
across all of their subjects. 

Parental support is always greatly appreciated with regards to attendance and makes a 
real difference to all students’ progress. 

Last week, the school’s attendance rate was 93.8%. 

DATES TO REMEMBER THIS WEEK 
Day Event

Monday

•	 Year	9	County	Cup	Rugby	semi-final		vs	Hinchingbrooke	
•	 Year 9 reward trip to Xtreme 360
•	 17:30	–	19:30	Year	11	Exam	Preparation	Evening	in	Ritchie	Hall
•	 Year	11	‘Supporting	the	most	able	in	the	Sixth	Form’	with	Year	13	EPQ	Presentation	in	Learning	Resource	Centre

Tuesday •	 10:00	–	12:00	SEN	Coffee	Morning	in	the	front	meeting	room
•	 High	School	Musical	production	in	Ritchie	Hall	(19:00)

Wednesday •	 17:00	Year	9	Preferences	Information	Evening	for	BJD,	BMM,	BPP,	CLA	and	JMM
•	 18:00	Year	9	Preferences	Information	Evening	for	KMA,	LJC,	PPM,	PRR	and	PRJ

Thursday

•	 Year	10	Visual	Arts	trip	to	Cambridge
•	 Year	9	CEIAG	Event	–	meet	the	professionals	–	the	Learning	Resource	Centre
•	 Year	7	Race	to	the	line	final	in	the	Sports	Hall	(CMC)
•	 Year	7/8/9/10/11	football	vs	Abbey
•	 Year 8 Snozone reward trip (SEP)

Friday •	 Year	12	Physics	trip	to	Churchill	College/Physics	Department	at	Cambridge	University
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by 
letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There	are	several	ways	in	which	you	can	contact	us,	these	include:

email	to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call	Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or text 07860 095966

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school	website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We	will	aim	to	respond	to	any	enquiry	within	2-3	working	days.

WEEKLY LUNCH MENU
Can also be accessed via our website (please note 
the menus alternate on a 3 week rotation, please 

see the dates at the top of each menu).
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