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This is a weekly bulletin which I would encourage parents and carers to read, informing you of all important 
upcoming dates and events and to help you stay informed in the life of the Longsands. If you have any feedback 
on this publication, please do contact me via Mrs Todd, the Principal’s PA (principalspa@astrea-longsands.org).

ARKWRIGHT ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIPS
This week saw three of our Year 11 students complete their applications for Arkwright 
Engineering Scholarships. Congratulations to Rowan, Daniella and Maisie for your 
applications which reflect hours of hard work.  Good luck for your exam on 5th February!

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY This month sees the 75th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, which is remembered every year 
on 27th January, Holocaust Memorial Day. 

This year Longsands is focusing on remembering the catastrophe as a culmination of events during the Nazi 
Regime’s reign of Europe and their persecution of Jews and other minorities. Mr Willis led assemblies last week, 
encouraging students to reflect on why the Holocaust needs to be remembered and why the survivor accounts 
need to be shared to ensure we are aware of our own responsibility in ensuring injustices are not ignored.

PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY PRIZE On Friday, 
I had the pleasure of meeting with James, Tomass and Ruby 
who were all awarded this week’s Principal’s certificate. 

Mr Ivett nominated the students for their great work in 
Science. 

YEAR 11 DISTRICT BASKETBALL The Year 11 boys Basketball team were 
crowned District champions for back to back years, after going undefeated in the tournament.

Mr Walker reported that the squad won all of their group games against St Peters and Sawtry 
before defeating Hinchingbrooke in a tight 6-4 victory in the final. Well done to all the students 
involved, a great triumph.

mailto:principalspa%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS Attendance has been shown to be one of the most important factors in 
a child’s ability to succeed at school. Our target at Longsands is to achieve an overall attendance figure of at least 
96%. This will allow all students to reach their full potential.  

Term time holidays are not allowed unless it is agreed there is an exceptional reason. Government regulations 
make it clear that parents do not have any right or entitlement to take a child out of school for the purposes of a 
term time holiday. Holiday absence in term time disrupts learning. Parental support is always greatly appreciated 
with regards to attendance and makes a real difference to all students’ progress.

Last week, the school’s attendance rate was 94.9%. 

The 5 forms with highest attendance at Longsands last week were:

1. 7SXH
2. 8KJD
3. 9BJD
4. 10AFI
5. 11AKR

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE Evidence suggests that high quality careers guidance 
has an observable impact on a young person’s career development and progression. 

Longsands offers personalised support tailored to students’ need and abilities through our guidance advisor, Hilary. 
She will be in school on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of this week seeing students in Year 11. She is also 
available at lunchtime for any student who wants to pop in - no appointment needed. All advice is impartial and in 
the best interests of the young person. Please see Mrs Martindale for more information. 

BEHAVIOUR and ACHIEVEMENT POINTS Last week we issued 225 C2s, and 60 C3s. 
There were 3 mobile phones confiscated as they were seen and/or heard on the school site. I am delighted to 
report that we issued 1206 achievement points, commending students for their academic excellence (relative to 
their ability) and their attitude to learning. 

We thank all students for their role in ensuring all lessons are free from disruption and for following all school rules 
with regards to mobile phones and homework completion. 

MID-YEAR ASSESSMENTS As stated last week, students in Year 7, 8 and 9 are sitting mid-year 
assessments this term across their subjects. Last week, Year 8 students sat their mid-year assessments and this 
week sees students in Year 9 sitting their mid-year assessments. The Year 9 Parent Consultation evening is on the 
27th February and will afford parents/carers and students the opportunity to fully discuss with each classroom 
teacher the academic progress made and the attitude to learning habits in each subject. 
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YEAR 11 EXAM ENTRIES and GCSEPod
Last week, Mrs Carpenter sent out information to Year 11 
students about their exam entries. If there are any queries on 
this, students are encouraged to see Mrs Carpenter or liaise with 
their form tutors. 

To further support all students with independent revision, 
Longsands invests in an award-winning platform called GCSEPod; 
students are able to access all of the resources through a PC, 
tablet or mobile phone. This resource compliments the revision 
homework set by teachers. 

TRIPS and VISITS I continue to be proud of the extra-curricular and curriculum enrichment opportunities 
Longsands provides for our students. Following parental feedback, I have organised the following information* 
displaying the planned trips and visits for the rest of the academic year. I hope parents/carers find this useful. 

*please note: prices are correct to the best of our knowledge however may be subject to change owing to tour operator requirements. Depending upon take up, 
some trips may not run and other trips may be added to this list if an extraodinary opportunity presents.
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DATES TO REMEMBER THIS WEEK 
Day Event

All Week •	 Year 9 Assessment Week

Monday •	 Year 9 and Year 10 District Badminton at Ernulf Academy

Tuesday •	 Year 11 and Year 13 Photographs

Wednesday •	 Year 8 Basketball at St Peters
•	 Parent Information Evening (Ofsted) in the Ritchie Hall (18:30 - 19:30)

Thursday •	 Year 13 Parent Consultations (17:00 - 19:30)

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL Longsands students will be performing High 
School Musical Jr on Tuesday 11th February. Doors will open at 6.30 pm and the show 
will start promptly at 7.00 pm. It is a family friendly show suitable for all ages. There will 
be a short interval where hot and cold beverages will be available to purchase along 
with programmes.

Ticket prices are £6 for adults and £4 for children under 16 if purchased in advance. 
(Tickets will be available on the door if we have availability and these will be £7.50 
for adults and £5 for under 16s.) The show will run for approximately 80 minutes 
including a 15 minute interval. 

We will be going paperless for the show, meaning there will be no physical tickets to collect or print, so please keep 
your booking confirmation safe. There are only 150 tickets available for the show, sold on a first come first served 
basis and the option to pay in advance on Parent pay will close on Monday 10th February.

WEEKLY LUNCH MENU
This can also be accessed via our website (please 

note the menus alternate on a 3 week rotation, 
please see the dates at the top of each menu).

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by 
letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include:

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or text 07860 095966

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/

