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This is a weekly bulletin which I would encourage parents and carers to read, informing you of all 
important upcoming dates and events and to help you stay informed in the life of the Longsands. 
If you have any feedback on this publication, please do contact me via Mrs Todd, the Principal’s PA  
(principalspa@astrea-longsands.org).

STUDENT SUCCESSES Our Year 13 students who applied to Oxford and Cambridge Universities 
found out this week whether they had earned a place. We are delighted to report that we now have four offer 
holders for these universities: one with a place at Oxford and three at Cambridge. Congratulations to these students.

PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY PRIZE On Friday, I 
had the pleasure of meeting with Floss, Bella and Thea who 
were all awarded this week’s Principal’s certificate. Mr Lampett 
nominated the students for their outstanding work ethic and 
attitude in RE. 

YEAR 8 Reward Trip Mrs Postins has sent out invitations to eligible students for the Reward Trip to 
the Snowzone at Milton Keynes. Students were nominated based on excellent attendance and exemplary conduct 
in lessons. 

Homework Club We are delighted that following the refurbishment of our library and learning resource 
centre that our daily, after school, homework club will move to be based there from today. This will give students 
access to a full range of resources in addition to the computers and internet that they are currently able to utilise 
in A11. Mr Parker will continue to support students along with Mrs Marshall and Mrs Melhuish who run the learning 
resource centre. We look forward to seeing continued use of the homework club by our regular users. All students 
are welcome to attend, there is no need to book and help is available every day to ensure homework is completed 
on time.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE  As part of our formal personal development 
provision, all students had their Learning for Life and Work (LLW) lesson on Thursday morning. The Personal 
Development: Learning for Life and Work curriculum comprises of 3 strands: Health and Wellbeing, Relationships 
and Living in the Wider World. Each stand has a unique focus and set of aims depending on the year group.  
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YEAR 11 UPDATE As part of our commitment to 
ensure that our students are well prepared and fully equipped 
to achieve the best possible outcomes in their GCSE exams, 
all Year 11 students received a workshop from an external 
speaker on Tuesday. ‘Orange Steve’ spoke to the students about 
how best to effectively manage their time, and implement an 
effective revision and study programme, in the run up to the 
summer exams. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, Year 11 GCSE Food students 
completed their practical exam.  Students worked hard to 
prepare and cook a 3 course meal, showcasing their creativity 
and skill.  

On Wednesday, we held our annual Year 11 Parent Consultations. We thank the 84% of parents/carers who attend 
appointments with subject teachers and received support, advice and guidance about the support available to 
students in the final run to the summer exams. Please see below a copy of the Intervention timetable for Year 11 
students for this half term. 
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS Attendance has been shown to be one of the most important factors in a 
child’s ability to succeed at school. Our target at Longsands is to achieve an overall attendance figure of at least 96%. 
This will allow all students to reach their full potential. An annual attendance of 90% could mean a student missed up 
to 100 lessons. This can lead to a student dropping one whole grade across all of their subjects. Parental support is 
always greatly appreciated with regards to attendance and makes a real difference to all students’ progress.

Last week, the school’s attendance rate was 94.6%. 

The 5 forms with highest attendance at Longsands last week were:

1. 7DPH
2. 8MTL
3. 9BPP
4. 10AFI
5. 11MDP

APPLYING TO ASTREA SIXTH FORM ST NEOTS - 
WHAT IS THE PROCESS? Earlier this week, Mr Taylor delivered an 
assembly to all Year 11 students regarding the application process for entry to Astrea 
Sixth Form St Neots. Tutors have all of the paperwork required and many students 
have already collected this and made a start.

Details from the guidance they received, which sets out the key dates and actions, is 
shown below.

Application checklist for students:

Read the prospectus carefully and make sure that your forecast grades meet the Average Point Score (APS) and subject 
specific requirements.

1. Ask your tutor for an application pack. Fill in a white application if St Neots Sixth Form is your first choice (and a 
yellow application form if it is a back up). 

2. Look at the subject option blocks and choose 3 subjects (one from each block). If your APS is above 6.5 then you 
could consider 4 subjects. (Note that Computing takes up two blocks A and B). Sometimes these blocks can change 
based on student interest; there may be an extra group created, or a subject may move from one block to another 
to allow more students to access their choices. This will be decided after the interviews have finished in March. 

3. Hand your completed application in to Mrs Jordan in KS4 or your form tutor by Friday 7 February 2020.
Students will then need to book an appointment using the online booking system (as you would for parents 
consultations) from Wednesday 12 February 2020. If you should need any further assistance, students are welcome 
to come to the Sixth Form centre any lunch time or they can contact us via info@astreasixthformstneots.org
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MID-YEAR ASSESSMENTS As stated last week, students in Year 7, 8 and 9 are sitting mid-year 
assessments across their subjects. Last week, Year 7 students sat their mid-year assessments and this week sees 
students in Year 8 sitting their mid-year assessments: timetables have been previously issued. Year 8 students 
had a revision week last week to help them in their preparations. The results of the mid-year assessments will be 
reported home, along with an attitude to learning grade in due course. 

Furthermore, the Year 8 Parent Consultation evening is on the 31st March and will afford parents/carers and 
students the opportunity to fully discuss with each classroom teacher the academic progress made and the attitude 
to learning habits in each subject. This coming week, Year 9 students will undertake their revision week ahead of 
sitting their mid-year assessments in the following week.

DATES TO REMEMBER THIS WEEK 
Day Event

All Week •	 Year 8 Assessment Week
•	 Year 9 Revision Week

Tuesday •	 Year 7/8 District Badminton at Ernulf Academy

Wednesday •	 Year 10 Girls Basketball at St Peters

Thursday •	 Parent Information Evening (Ofsted) in the Ritchie Hall (18:30 - 19:30)

COMMUNITY UPDATE Student Voice have been into Year 7, 8 and 9 assemblies last week to launch 
the ‘My School, My Rubbish, My Responsibility’ recycling initiative. With the current global climate crisis in the 
forefront of many student minds, an initiative which encourages students to recycle their waste from the canteen, 
(and with the help of Walkers their crisp packets) has been launched. Form groups will spend this term competing 
against one another to see who can recycle the most waste.   

BEHAVIOUR and ACHIEVEMENT POINTS Last week we issued 186 C2s, and 40 C3s. 
There were 10 mobile phones confiscated as they were seen and/or heard on the school site. I am delighted to 
report that we issued 320 achievement points, commending students for their academic excellence (relative to 
their ability) and their attitude to learning. 

We thank all students for their role in ensuring all lessons are free from disruption and for following all school rules 
with regards to mobile phones and homework completion. 
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by 
letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include:

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or text 07860 095966

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

WEEKLY LUNCH MENU
Can also be accessed via our website (please note 
the menus alternate on a 3 week rotation, please 

see the dates at the top of each menu).


