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In light of my appointment as Principal of Longsands from Easter onwards, I am delighted to send you this first 
‘weekly bulletin’ which I would encourage parents and carers to read. Going forward, I will use this platform 
to inform you of all important upcoming dates and events and to help you stay informed in the life of the 
Longsands. If you have any feedback on this publication, please do contact me via Mrs Todd, the Principal’s PA  
(principalspa@astrea-longsands.org).

WELCOME BACK I want to wish all of our students a 
warm welcome back into the Spring Term. I was delighted to lead 
all assemblies last week, reflecting on my vision for Longsands. 
I have also been present in a number of lessons last week, as 
well as monitoring the school site at lesson changeovers and 
break and lunch times. I am also in the midst of meeting with a 
cross section of staff and students from across the Academy as I 
prepare for my new post.

PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY PRIZE On Friday, I 
had the pleasure of meeting with Jodie, Sebastian and Jack 
who were all awarded this week’s Principal’s certificate. Miss 
Zoylinos nominated the students for their enthusiasm and 
engagement in History lessons and for always trying their 
best. This is a new initiative and I was delighted to use this 
opportunity to commend these students on their attitude to 
learning and academic diligence. 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS Attendance has been shown to be one 
of the most important factors in a child’s ability to succeed at school. Our target at 
Longsands is to achieve an overall attendance figure of at least 96%. This will allow 
all students to reach their full potential. An annual attendance of 90% could mean 
a student missed upto 100 lessons. This can lead to a student dropping one whole 
grade across all of their subjects. Parental support is always greatly appreciated 
with regards to attendance and makes a real difference to all students’ progress.

Last week, the school’s attendance rate was 95.4%. 

The 5 forms with highest attendance at Longsands last week were:

1. 7NJD
2. 8GAH
3. 9KMA
4. 10AFI
5. 11MDP
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MID-YEAR ASSESSMENTS During this half term, all students in Key Stage 3 will sit mid-
year assessments across their subjects. This week sees students in Year 7 sitting their mid-year assessments: 
timetables have been issued. Year 7 students had a revision week last week to help them prepare for their mid-year 
assessments. The results of the mid-year assessments will be reported home, along with an attitude to learning 
grade in due course. Furthermore, the Year 7 Parent Consultations are on the 18th March and will afford parents/
carers and students the opportunity to fully discuss with each classroom teacher the academic progress made and 
the attitude to learning habits in each subject. 

This coming week, Year 8 students will undertake their revision week ahead of sitting their mid-year assessments 
in the following week. 

YEAR 11 UPDATE Parents/Carers of Year 11 students are reminded to sign up for their appointments 
ahead of the Year 11 Parent Consultations on 15 January 2020. If you should have any queries or need support with 
booking your appointments please contact Mrs Jordan in Key Stage 4.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE A reminder that students can access 1-1 support 
with the school nurse. Please contact the relevant Head of Year to make a referral. In addition, students can also 
use the support available at the ‘Here:Now’ project every Wednesday from 15.30- 17.00 at the Bargroves Centre in 
St Neots where Young People Workers and a counsellor are available on a ‘drop in’ basis.  
Please contact Mrs Stockwell in Key Stage 4  for more details.

BEHAVIOUR and ACHIEVEMENT POINTS 
Last week we issued 203 C2, and 30 C3. There were 4 mobile phones confiscated as they were seen and/or heard 
on the school site. I am delighted to report that we issued 462 achievement points, commending students for their 
academic excellence (relative to their ability) and their attitude to learning. 

We thank all students for their role in ensuring all lessons are free from disruption and for following all school rules 
with regards to mobile phones and homework completion. 

DATES TO REMEMBER THIS WEEK 
Day Event

All Week
• Year 13 Mock Exams
• Year 7 Assessment Week
• Year 8 Revision Week

Tuesday • Year 11 - Exam Support and Revision Techniques workshop (Y population periods 1/2 and X population periods 3/4)

Wednesday
• 13:30 Early closure to facilitate Year 11 Parent Consultations
• Year 11 Parent Consultations from 14:30 until 19:00
• Year 9 Girls Basketball Tournament

Thursday
• Learning for Life and Work (our Personal Development programme) lessons during periods 1/2
• GCSE Year 11 Food practical exam
• Year 7 Basketball fixture at St Ivo
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WEEKLY LUNCH MENU
Can also be accessed via our website (please note 
the menus alternate on a 3 week rotation, please 

see the dates at the top of each menu).

COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, 
by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include:

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or text 07860 095966

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/

