
We were delighted to welcome parents to the Academy on 
10 October 2019 to meet with our Principal, Mr Jones, and the 
Senior Leadership Team.  

During the meeting Mr Jones outlined his key priorities for the 
Academy and also addressed some concerns prior to opening the 
floor to questions. We would like to extend our thanks to everyone 
who attended and, as promised on the evening, we can confirm the 
dates for the future evenings will be: 4 February 2020 and 29 April 
2020 - on each occasion the meetings will be held between 6.30 - 
7.30 pm in the Ritchie Hall.  

We look forward to seeing you there! 

We have now reached the end of 
another full and rewarding half term.  

Over the course of this term we have 
been working to ensure that the whole 
school environment is one of academic 
and behavioural excellence. Students 
are taking ever more responsibility for 
their actions, both socially and within 
the classroom. The response by the 
overwhelming majority of students has 
been remarkable in which they 

acknowledge that they are able to focus better on their 
learning.   

The students and staff have earned themselves a restful and 
enjoyable holiday in which I hope they can reflect on their hard 
work and thus the rewards, whether they be academic, of growth 
or in satisfaction of supporting others.  

It has been my first Christmas working with Longsands Academy 
and as the break has drawn closer I have been struck by the 
overwhelming sense of goodwill and community that so many of 
our students and their families share with both the school and 
our wider community.    

The Carol concert, hosted by Father Tim Rob at St Mary’s, was a 
break from tradition with it being the inaugural seasonal event 
that Longsands has held at the beautifully adorned Eaton Socon 
church.  

The incredibly warm welcome from members of the Church 
complimented the stunning performances of the choir and 
bands.  Furthermore there was a wonderful sense of union and 
pride as the congregation of proud parents, family, friends and 
staff listened to renditions of festive tunes. 

The week culminated in the offering of hampers for the St Neots 
food bank in which each tutor group demonstrated great 
generosity. Astrea Sixth Form St Neots have also been working 
hard to support the local community with collections for the food 
bank and the Three Pillars charity who support the local 
homeless population.   

I am hugely proud of our students’ ability to recognise their place 
in society and the manner in which they can make a positive and 
rewarding contribution.  

This too was evident by the approach that our students took to 
the mock elections held in school last week. These were led by 
our older students who provided balanced and informed 
arguments for the different political options. It has been 
refreshing to note the keen interest paid to such important topics 
that may shape and influence their future, long may this 
continue. 

Lastly, but by no means least, I wish you and your loved ones a 
peaceful Christmas and a prosperous new year. 

Mr Hywel Jones 
Principal 

Very well done to all students who submitted entries to 
our Christmas Card competition this year. The standard 
was incredibly high and we had such a difficult job 
choosing that we’ve ended up with two joint winners!  

Congratulations to Reece and Daniel for their excellent 
designs! 



 

The Astrea app is an excellent communication system that allows us to send you important updates directly to 
your phone and ensures you stay in touch with what is going on at the Academy. Along with past and present 
reports, the app gives you direct access to your child’s attendance, timetable, absence records, achievements, 
behaviour and much, much more. We have also embedded links such as ParentPay, Doddle, Parents Evening 
Booking System and Key Dates (where you can access the school calendar, holidays and school trips) into the 
app so you will have everything you need in one place. If you haven’t done so already, please follow the 
instructions below: 

Download the free Astrea app from the Apple App Store/Google Play on your mobile phone. Search for Longsands Academy and enter 
your full name, mobile number and email address (these details must match what has been provided to the Academy). Once the app 
identifies you, a security code will be generated which you will need to enter. When this has been completed, your child’s details will be 
synchronised overnight. 

Mrs N Jarvis 

Astrea Sixth Form St Neots is very pleased to announce that one of our Year 13 students, Amy, has 
been recognised as one of 50 Young Achievers by St John Ambulance for her work with the life saving charity. 
There are 10,000 cadets across the UK and Amy was at the event to celebrate her work as District Cadet of 
the Year for Cambridgeshire 2019 and to be in Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal Commandant-in-Chief 
(Youth) Guard of Honour. Her Royal Highness spoke to each of the cadets and congratulated them for their 
work and service. Well done Amy! 

Dr D Cullen 

On Saturday 23 November, students, families and colleagues from Longsands, Ernulf and the Sixth 
Form represented Astrea at Pocket parkrun in St Neots. Despite the cold weather and the muddy conditions, it 
was great event with 208 participants, including 33 first timers, and over 30 volunteers.  Well done to all who 
took part! 

Parkrun is a free, weekly, timed 5km run that takes place in over 600 locations around the world. For more details about Pocket parkrun 
in St Neots, please see their website. Younger runners may also be interested in Riverside junior parkrun, a 2km event that takes place 
every Sunday for juniors only (4-14 year olds).   

Miss D Gordon 

The Sixth Form is very pleased to have received the thank you certificate for the £459 we have donated to Breast 
Cancer Now from the Wear it Pink fundraising before half term. A big thank you to everyone who helped raise the 
highest amount we have ever collected for the Wear it Pink event. 

Dr D Cullen 

On Thursday 12 December, the PE department took 62 rugby enthusiasts from Key 
Stage 3 to the annual Varsity match at Twickenham stadium. The trip was a great 
opportunity to reward the dedication and commitment that students had shown 
throughout the rugby season. Prior to visiting the stadium, students visited 
Isleworth and Syon school and participating in tightly contested fixtures. The wet 
weather was a great opportunity for the students to demonstrate their handling 
skills! Year 8 won 15-5, with a marvellous last minute try from Leo Bissett. The 
Year 9 team lost 25-15 to a strong side from the capital and the Year 7 team lost 
narrowly, 25-20. The weather did not dampen the mood and all students enjoyed 
a super day out playing and then at the home of rugby. Well done to all students 
and we look forward to next September 2020 and the new rugby season.  

Mr S Hood 

https://www.parkrun.org.uk/pocket/
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/riversidestneots-juniors/


 

In October, five Longsands mathematicians took part in the 
Mathematical Olympiad for Girls. This paper was sat by thousands of 
students across the country, and is designed to encourage problem-
solving skills when faced with extremely challenging questions. 

All five students performed fantastically, with Zoe Q and Ava M 
receiving certificates of distinction. Emily S, Rebecca M and 
Yasmine M also achieved some brilliant scores.  

Huge congratulations to you all! 

Miss A Royal 

Longsands Astrea Sixth Form have formed a new football team participating 
in the Cambridgeshire divisions.  

After being knocked out of the national cup in their first game, the team have 
gone on to win a number of games in the league. Currently sitting in the 
middle of the table with a few games in hand, the team is coming together 
nicely and they are starting to play some very good football.  

With thanks to the teams new sponsor Excelsior Windows and 
Conservatories the team has a brand new kit and match balls. Excelsior is a 
local company and the sixth form are grateful to be working with this 
sponsor. 

Mr J Hudson 

Our Year 9 sports leadership 
students have been working 
with local schools to help 
deliver cricket and football 
tournaments. 

Three of our students made 
the trip to Crosshall Primary 
to successfully referee a 

football tournament. Furthermore, 14 of our sports leadership 
academy students worked with 5 different schools to deliver 
KS1 cricket.  

Our students were a credit to the PE department and their 
school. If you would like to see photos from the event please 
visit the PE departments Twitter page @LongsandsPE.  

Mr J Hudson 

On Tuesday 3 December, Longsands hosted a School Experience Event in conjunction 
with Now Teach, an organisation that aims to help career changers become teachers. 

We welcomed 12 prospective trainee teachers to the Academy, who had the 
opportunity to hear from Mr Jones, to meet current trainees and teachers, and 
to observe lessons.  Following on from the success of this first event, we are looking forward to hosting a similar event in March. 

If you or someone you know is interested in finding out more about training teach, please see https://www.astrea-longsands.org/
vacancies/teacher-training/  

Miss D Gordon 

Working under the direction of the Exams Officers you will be 
responsible for supervising children and ensuring correct 
procedures are followed at all time. You will need to be a 
confident communicator and be able to remain calm under 
pressure. Full training will be given. 

Please see the application pack for full details and apply as 
stated within the pack. 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and we expect all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. Posts are subject to 
enhanced DBS checks. 

Closing date: 10 January 2019 

Mrs C Wenban 

https://twitter.com/LongsandsPE
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/vacancies/teacher-training/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/vacancies/teacher-training/
https://astreaacademytrust.org/vacancies/listing/exam-invigilator-longsands-academy-1


The first P4C of the year started with the new Year 7cohort on 7 November 2019. For the stimuli 
students were read a story and then in small groups, with facilitating  questions from Miss Saklani, 
they created the most Philosophical question they could. 

Students discussions were lively and full of impressive thinking skills that culminated in the 
following Philosophical questions: 

Should fear create leaders? 
Are the biggest lie's the hardest to get out of? 
Why do we forgive sins that are committed in the name of god? 

The first P4C collaboration of the year with Kimbolton school then took place on 28 November 
2019, students were shown stimuli of a short video by Steve Cutts titled, MAN. 

Students worked in small groups to begin with and enquired with vigour. They created questions as 
diverse as: 

Should we be eating meat? 
Is the planet inevitably going to die by human beings? 
Book or Kindle? 
Have we already killed the world, have we got a chance to save it? 

For the main enquiry students chose the following question, penned by one of the groups: How 
much usage of an object is needed for it not to be wasted? the ensuing philosophies were 
incredible to hear.  

Students pondered ideas to do with what value society places on objects, why some objects are 
deemed as valuable and others not, whether humans might evolve to be less wasteful, why the 
cheapest things which require most natural resources are throw away items, different cultures see 
usage and waste differently, how we can be more sustainable in our use of things, is the value of 
something led by the current societal trend, if the exclusivity of something makes it rare and 
valuable do we value trees less because there's a lot of them?. 

It was wonderful and inspiring to hear such insightful, exciting and philosophical ideas springing from the minds of Years 8, 9 and 12. I 
feel we need more than an hour to really do these ideas justice! 

Students left asking if we could philosophise more often 'once every other week Miss?'‘ 

Miss P Saklani 

 

On Wednesday, 27 November, we held our annual mock interviews for our Year 10 
students. We were supported by a number of local and national employers 
including the NHS, Bosch and NatWest.  

The activity enabled students to get an experience of the interview process and 
consider how to make a good first impression. This event is part of our wider focus 
on employability and preparing students for the world of work. We are very 
grateful to everyone who came along to support the event, your input will be 
hugely valuable to our students. 

Employers were extremely impressed by our students who were focused and well 
prepared. We would like to share a few of the comments we received: 

“I thoroughly enjoyed it and it was lovely to meet such motivated and interested  
young people. They were a credit to the school.” 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. I thought the students I saw were mature, 
good communicators and well prepared. A great testament both to the school and 
to themselves.” 

Students were also asked to provide feedback and one student commented that 
the interview “…made me more confident in myself to actually say what I am good 
and bad at and also to set myself some targets for the future to help me.” 

Thank you to all the parents who responded with feedback and comments. 

Mrs K Martindale 



For general communication, please call 01480 353535 or email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org  

To report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or email absence@astrea-longsands.org   

To be as cost effective as possible when we communicate with you, we endeavour to email correspondence home whenever possible 
so please make sure you have supplied us with a current and valid email address.  

We also like to share students achievements and successes via our social media channels. Why not connect with us there too?  

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial      Find us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/longsandsnews 

 

As part of our commitment to prepare students for life in modern Britain, 
Longsands ran a Mock General Election.  

Mock General Elections actively engage students with the democratic process 
and help demonstrate to students how politics affects their everyday lives. In 
assemblies, students considered how elections in Britain work. Information 
about the political parties was made available in the form of short videos in 
which several Year 13 Politics students represented each of the major political 
parties, outlining key manifesto commitments and appealing to the student 
body for support. 

All students had the opportunity to vote in the Mock General Election during 
morning registration on the 12th December. The results have been published to 
the students.  

Mr N D Owen 

Students from Astrea Sixth Form St Neots have been collecting for St Neots Foodbank and we recently 
received the following message in relation to their donation: 

‘Thank you for arranging a collection and bringing in all the donations from the Sixth Form this 
morning.  This came to an amazing amount of 185.38 kg. 

These donations will be used in our Christmas parcels which we will be making up and distributing to 
families in need over the next couple of weeks. 

Please pass on our grateful thanks to your staff and students for all their hard work and generosity.’ 

Mr M Taylor 

The Berlin trip this year was once again an excellent experience for all those involved. The 
opportunity to see the sites on their course is invaluable. On the evening of our arrival we saw 
the Reichstag and toured the dome. It was the same building that the students had already 
learned was the scene of a famous fire in February 1933. The glass dome was a poignant 
reminder about how democracy must be transparent. 

On day two we took in some of the main sites Berlin has to offer – we went to the Soviet War 
memorial also known as the ‘tomb of the rapists’, the Brandenburg Gate, the site of Hitler’s 
bunker, Checkpoint Charlie and the site of the book burning in 1933. On the third day we rose the dead of our beds early in order to 
travel to Potsdam to see the palace in which the famous post-war conference took place. In the afternoon there was a sobering 
experience for staff and students as we went to one of the first Nazi concentration camps at Sachsenhausen. That evening we went 
bowling and the Kent County Champion was once again victorious! On the final day we managed to see the East Side Gallery with the 
famous picture of the socialist brotherhood kiss between Honecker and Brezhnev. We also went up the bell tower from which the bell 
tolled to start the Berlin Olympics in 1936, at which Jess Owens famously won 4 gold medals.  

My thanks to the staff and students for a truly excellent trip. 

Mr J Wayman 

mailto:enquiries@astrea-longsands.org
mailto:absence@astrea-longsands.org
http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews


 

We were contacted by a local resident recently who had narrowly avoided hitting one of our students at the end of 
the school day. The student was on his bike (no helmet), looking at his mobile phone, dressed in dark clothing  and had 
no awareness of the car that stopped inches from him.  

If your child rides a bike to school, please ensure they are wearing a helmet, are wearing something reflective, have 
lights on their bike and don't use their phone whilst riding. This could have been a terrible incident where a student 
was seriously injured, or worse. 

Please help us to ensure that your child is safe by enforcing our expectations for bringing bikes into school. 

Mrs C Greaney 

We are delighted with the success of our new behaviour system which we fed back to students in recent assembles. Staff said that low 
level disruption has reduced, more teaching and learning is taking place in lessons, not only has completion of homework improved but 
also the quality of the work and finally staff praised students for how quickly they have adapted to the new system. Whilst the majority 
of students are now getting it right in lessons, we have spent some time reinforcing our expectations of students between lessons and 
during social times, particularly around putting litter in the bin and the way in which students move around the site.  

Achievement and behaviour point totals were also shared with students and we are proud that, across the whole school,  for every 
behaviour point given out by staff there are six achievement points awarded. In Year 7 the ratio is incredibly impressive, with 26 
achievement points for every behaviour point - well done and keep it up Year 7.  

We have also spoken to students about the upcoming reward trips for those with excellent attendance and conduct. Years 10 and 11 
went to Winter Wonderland on 11 December, the other year groups are looking forward to their trips after Christmas.  

Mrs C Greaney 

 ********* STOP PRESS *********  
Huge thank you to all students for making sure litter goes in the bin. The Academy site looks fantastic!  

Salvete omnes (greetings all)! Latin club has been launched for Year 9 on a Thursday after school. It has been a 
great start with around 17 students attending.  

The Latin language is fantastically rich and diverse and is most definitely not dead. With around 60% of English 
words deriving from Latin, it is very much alive. Already in the club we have come across such derivations as 
pecuniary (from the Latin word for money, pecunia) and horticulture (from the Latin word for garden, hortus). It 
is a great opportunity to learn the language that dominated most of the known world for around 1500 years.  

Vale (goodbye), Mr Wayman 

This term the Year 13 Classics class travelled to the British 
museum to examine the Greek culture that is part of their 
course. We got to see the Parthenon Marbles and see up-
close the amazing work that the Greek sculptors achieved. 
The horse’s head on the pediment was a particular highlight. 
The group was also lucky enough to see the new exhibition 
on Troy that the British Museum is hosting. In their study of 
Homer and Virgil they have had to look at the Trojan war; the 
exhibition on Myth and Reality was therefore a special thing 
to see. The rest of our time was spent among the Greek pots 
– ‘what’s a Greek urn?’ I hear you ask. Well, we saw 
amphoras, craters, kylixes and more. A great trip to a 
fantastic museum!  

Mr Wayman 



 

Once again, there has been a wealth of opportunities open to 
Year 8s this half term. Students have been given the chance to 
participate in Christmas card design and photography 
competitions, an ICT competition for Amazon and a Creative 
writing challenge (Longsands Writer of the Year).  

In assemblies this term, we have heard about the importance of 
our physical and mental wellbeing. Indeed, Mrs Breakspear did a 
short demonstration of mindfulness with the students 
participating.  

We have contemplated the importance of Democracy and 
students have participated in a mock general election. There has 
also been a trip to see the musical Six, telling the story of Henry 
VIII.  

As an incentive for February, students have been informed this 
week of a Reward trip that will be offered to Year 8 students who 
meet the criteria of 96%+ attendance, an average ATL of 2+ and 
no behaviour points.   

We hope to have many eligible students! In the meantime, I also 
hope that students and their families will enjoy a peaceful and 
restful Christmas break.   

Mrs S Postins 

'Tis the season to be jolly!' And the Year 7's have been doing 
just that; with the festive season upon us, students have been 
demonstrating what Christmas is all about by bringing items of 
food in and putting together such wonderful hampers ready to 
help those less fortunate than ourselves. It has been very 
humbling to see the students working together in their forms 
to produce the 'best hampers' with some students building 
carefully crafted sleighs and then filling them up with a 
selection of goodies so that others who can't afford food, get to 
at least eat during this time of year. 

Students have also been giving up their spare time to rehearse 
for the Christmas Carol concert that was held at Eaton Socon's 
church on Thursday. The range of students participating 
demonstrates just how talented our students are - and the kind 
gestures that they are wanting to give back to the community - 
a pleasure for everybody. 

As we are coming to the end of what has been a very long term 
for the Year 7's especially; I would like to wish them all a 
restful, relaxing Christmas and New Year, that they take the 
opportunity to spend their time with family and friends whilst 
relaxing, so that when they return on Monday 6th January, 
they are fully refreshed and ready to prepare and take on the 
mid-year exams upon their return. 

Merry Christmas and God Bless. 

Miss K Bingham 

As the Autumn Term draws to a close, I have been reminded 
recently of how much kindness, warmth and generosity Year 9 
have. The Christmas Hampers have been overflowing and at 
this time of year, it is so important to lend a helping hand to 
those who do not have as much as others. As I walk around 
their classrooms, it is a privilege to see them so hard at work 
but to also be greeted with a friendly wave and a smile.  We are 
truly lucky to have such lovely young people at Longsands who 
do not only relish their education but embody all of the British 
Values that we hold so high.   

There is so much to look forward to in 2020 and this coming 
term is the most important yet. I hope that you all have a 
restful and joyous holiday and I will see you all in the new year. 

Mr J Powell 



 

Students in Year 10 should be congratulated on their 
outstanding effort and conduct throughout this half 
term. They have built upon the fantastic start they made 
to Key Stage 4, maintaining excellent attendance, 
uniform and high standards of classwork and homework.  

Careers Education, Information and Guidance (CEIAG) 
has continued in earnest, with all students experiencing a 
practice interview with a local employer on Wednesday 
27 November. The students received personalised 
feedback following the interview which they will be able 
to act upon in their interviews with work experience 
employers and in future applications to Post-16 
education.  

Some students found the experience a little nerve-
wracking but we hope that they take confidence from 
the overwhelmingly positive feedback we received and shared with the year group. The local employers found our students to be 
confident and courteous young people. They certainly demonstrated their maturity and resilience and really rose to the challenge! 

GCSEPod was launched to Year 10 at the start of the year as an effective tool to reinforce learning in lessons and as a helpful revision 
aid. We aim to encourage students to take ownership of their learning and develop independence and self-motivation in the lead up to 
their GCSEs. As such, tutor groups were challenged this half term to see which tutor group could stream the most Pods. Well done to 
10FKM who together streamed an amazing 1532 Pods and won a lunchtime tutor group ‘Pizza Party’ on the last Friday of the half-term. 

This half term saw the first Progress Review (PR1) of the Academic year for Year 10. We were extremely impressed to see the majority 
of the year group meeting or exceeding expectations for their classwork in all subjects. The top 10 students were invited to a 
celebratory breakfast with the Key Stage 4 team.  

On Wednesday 11 December, we celebrated students’ effort and achievement this term with a trip to ‘Winter Wonderland’ in Hyde 
Park, London for those students whose attitude to learning, attendance and behaviour was outstanding in all areas. Tutors were also 
asked to nominate students whose attitude to learning has been superb throughout the term. Well done to all students who received a 
nomination! 

Year 10 have much of which to be proud so far this academic year. We wish students an enjoyable, safe and restful Christmas holidays 
and look forward to welcoming them back in the New Year. 

Mrs S Hills 

The Prefects have proven 
to be extremely successful 
in their new role, upholding 
the highest standards and 
working hard in their 
chosen Committees.  

During this Academic term, 
the Editorial Committee 

have worked tirelessly on the Year 11 Yearbook, gathering photos 
from the Year 11 students and designing each page meticulously.  
This is a huge job for the Editorial Committee and will be their 
main focus for the next couple of months. Next for this 
Committee is launching the voting system to gather winners for 
both student and staff yearbook awards.  The Raising Awareness 
Committee have begun organisation for the annual staff show 
which will take the format of a Lip Sync. This show will be launched in the New Year.  

Finally, the Outreach Committee have promoted the Christmas Hamper Challenge by producing a video, posters, information in staff 
briefings and also assemblies to help support the local community. This has been incredibly successful and we look forward to 
welcoming the St Neots Food Bank and Hunts Post in to the Academy to share our success with this event. A huge thank you to the 
Prefects for their organisation and to the staff and students for their generosity. 

Miss K Saunders 



 

The second half term of the year has been a busy and productive one for Year 11, with many students increasing their revision efforts 
and attendance to clinics in advance of our mock exams. Mr Owen has written elsewhere in the Newsletter about how successful the 
mock exams were, with many students meeting target grades, and exemplary behaviour in the exam hall. It is only left for me to say 
how proud I am of all of the Year 11 students who have worked so hard, and that I hope all students take the opportunity for feedback 
and progression that comes with these exams, with a focus on making incremental gains in advance of their next mocks at the end of 
February.  

Many parents will want to help their child capitalise on this feedback; Parents' Consultations take place on 15 January in order to 
achieve this, and the booking of appointments has commenced. Please contact Mrs Jordan or Mrs Stockwell if you have any difficulty in 
making bookings.  Encouraging your child to revise can be a challenge, especially in Year 11, when it feels like there is so much to be 
done. Starting with a little, and making it happen often, is the best approach. For those who are unsure what or how to revise, we have 
provided a range of resources that can be used, little and often, over the holidays and beyond. The first is GCSEPod, which students can 
use to access a topic they are presently covering, or one they studied a while ago. The English Department has provided the excellent 
'English Every Day' calendars, with a daily task, and the Maths department has circulated a similar resource, as well as Hegarty Maths. 
Many parents have also purchased revision guides and other resources. Further guidance on revising for specific subjects can be 
obtained at Parents' Consultations, and at our Parents' Information Evening in March.  

Mrs Hills and I were delighted to take 95 Year 10 and 11 students to Winter Wonderland last Wednesday. These students had 
maintained the highest standards of behaviour, attitude to learning and attendance, and it was a pleasure to be able to reward them. 
Mr Ivett showed his ice-skating expertise (I just tried to remain upright on the ice!) and a great time was had by all. There will be further 
rewards and privileges for Year 11 students who are working hard in the coming months, culminating in our amazing Prom on 
Wednesday 1st July 2020. Prom Tickets and commemorative items can now be purchased on Parent Pay; final orders will be taken in 
February. We really hope that all students take the opportunity to commemorate their five years at Longsands.  

I'd like to take this opportunity to remind parents (and students) that, although just 16 weeks remain for Year 11 students, our uniform 
expectations remain the same. I look forward to seeing Year 11 returning in January looking smart, and ready to take on the final few 
months before their GCSEs.  

Ms F Rose 

The Year 10 and 11 Reward Trip to Winter Wonderland was a great success, with 95 students coming along to enjoy the ice skating and 
festive atmosphere. We were thrilled that so many students met our very high standard for this trip, and would like to thank 
Ms Bobbett, Miss Middleton, Mr Ivett, Mr Owen, Mrs Hills, Miss Saunders and Ms Rose for their support on the trip. 

Ms F Rose and Mrs S Hills 



 

Recently all Year 11 students sat their mock examinations and received 
their results on Friday, 13 December. Mock Exams are a simulation 
exercise. While they give our students the opportunity to develop 
effective revision strategies and practise exam techniques, they help 
our teachers identify gaps in students’ knowledge and understanding 
and plan for improvement. These mock exam papers are marked 
thoroughly against the mark schemes provided by the examination 
boards and feedback is provided to our students to guide further 
learning and accelerate their progress. 

The Mock Results Day is intended to replicate the experience our 
candidates will have when they collect their real GCSE results in 
August. However, it also included a special assembly which provided an 
opportunity for all to reflect on the experience, celebrate some of the 
collective endeavours, and challenge all in the year group to achieve 
more. The core message was that it is vital that students use the Mock 
Results Day as a learning opportunity. 

Mr N D Owen 



 

At Longsands Academy we subscribe to the award-winning service to give your child access to thousands of hours of professionally 
produced, audio-visual content which will benefit them throughout the coming year. This half term we have encouraged students in 
Year 9, 10 and 11 to access this resource. I am delighted to report that over our students have accessed over 25,000 GCSEPods so far 
this academic year.  

GCSEPod has over 4,000 teacher-written, audio-visual pods which have been produced specifically for learning, homework and revision. 
The Pods contain all the right facts, quotes, keywords, dates and annotated diagrams that your child needs for GCSE success. They 
won’t need to use GCSEPod for long to see the impact; in fact, consistent use of just 10 minute chunks is proven to support 
achievement whatever your child’s target grade is. 

The GCSEPod website can be viewed on mobiles, tablets and PCs and the Pods can be downloaded for offline viewing. The Pods are 
mapped to the curriculum and students can access pre-set exam playlists which collate all the Pods relevant to a specific exam into a 
neatly organised list. 

Once your child has activated their account they can browse the Pod library and create their own playlists – just as they would when 
they’re listening to music. We recommend that you discuss GCSEPod with your son or daughter to ensure that they have successfully 
activated their accounts and encourage them to make use of this service throughout their GCSEs.  

All students have already been registered with GCSEPod and simply need to activate their account and choose a username and 
password.  

To access GCSEPod for the first time, students should follow these simple steps: 

1 Go to www.gcsepod.com and click “Login” in the top right hand corner 

2 Click “New here? Get started.” 

3 Select “Pupil” 

4 Enter your child’s name, date of birth and type in the name of their Academy. Your Academy should appear in a dropdown list. Click 
on the Academy in this list to confirm it. 

5 Select a username, password, and a password hint to help you 
remember the password. 

Once logged in, students can search for Pods by keyword, a 
specific exam or subject area. 

For more ways you can help support your child using GCSEPod, 
visit www.gcsepod.com/parents where you’ll find lots more 
information and resources. 

If you have any questions regarding GCSEPod please contact me. 
For specific technical advice please use the help pages on the 
website or email support@gcsepod.com. 

Mr N D Owen 

 

http://www.gcsepod.com/
http://www.gcsepod.com/parents
mailto:support@gcsepod.com


 

At the beginning of October I took four of our Year 13 students, who are planning 
to apply to Cambridge University, to a residential at Jesus College, Cambridge. 

The students received advice on personal statements and interviews from the 
College admissions tutors and met other applicants from state schools around the 
country. They also got to experience staying in undergraduate rooms in a student 
staircase and eating dinner in the hall. There was also a quiz (example question: 
name two types of quark).  

Well done to Georgia B, Matthew O, Amy R and James R for making the most of 
every aspect of the residential and good luck with your university applications. 

Ms K Bell 

On Thursday, 17 October we were delighted to welcome Year 11 students and their families to join us 
for our annual Sixth Form Open Evening. 

The event was incredibly well attended and we enjoyed the opportunity to answer questions regarding 
life at Sixth Form and our exciting range of courses and qualifications, all while showcasing some of the 
fabulous work that has been completed by our current students. If you would like to view our 
Prospectus, please click here. 

My thanks to all who came along to see us and to the students who spoke so eloquently about their 
time with us and their plans for the future; I am sure the Year 11 students in the audience will have 
been greatly inspired by your words. 

Mr M Taylor 

This half term has seen the continuation of the PE stretch and Challenge 
programme for our top performing athletes in Years 7-9. Following the success 
of our sessions with St Neots Hockey club in October, this half term students 
have participated in bespoke Football sessions in partnership with St Neots 
Football club.  

Each session has seen students further their football skills, learning and refining 
their technique and competing in matches. It has been great to see the extent 
of our students’ talents and watch them develop their love of sports. Students 
have really enjoyed working with all the coaches from St Neots Football Club 
and Longsands PE department would like to thank Iain Parr and his team.  

We look forward to future Stretch and Challenge sessions in the spring term.  

Ms C Osborne 

https://www.astreasixthformstneots.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/ASFSN_Prospectus_2020-21.pdf


 

Following their success winning the Huntingdonshire District tournament, our Yr9 girls 
were delighted to qualify for this year’s U14 Cambridgeshire county finals hosted at The 
Perse School. The team fought hard in the group stages and play some exceptional Netball. 
Competition was extremely high and we are very proud of them to finish in 8th place. All 
squad members gained valuable experience at a higher standard. Congratulations to 
Trinity, Ruby, Poppy, Connie, Lillie, Rae, Evie, Mya, Mabel, Katie, Charlotte and Annie. We 
look for to your future successes in the new year. 

Ms C Osborne 

 

Congratulations to our U15 Girls Football team on winning the Huntingdonshire District tournament 2020. 
The evening produce some fabulous play and a dominant team performance. The team remained 
unbeaten throughout the tournament with 5 wins and 1 draw. Congratulations to all students who played.  

We look forward to following your progress in the ESFA National cup this season.  

Ms C Osborne 

 

Over the last fortnight, Ms Bell has been running practice interviews for Year 13s. This year we have been able to offer practice 
interviews for students applying to Oxford or Cambridge for Maths, Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, Engineering, Natural Sciences 
and Psychology as well as for students applying for Medicine and Dentistry at other universities. 

Thank you to Dr Cullen, Ms Royal, Mrs Philpott, Mr Ivett, Mr Stephenson, Mrs Swainston, Mr Blake, Mr Martin, Mr Le Surf  and Mr R 
Owen who have all helped run these interviews.  

Good luck to all the applicants who have interviews during December: you were extremely impressive in the practice interviews and we 
are very proud of you all. 

Ms K Bell 

 

On Monday 3 December, a team of Year 12/13 mathematicians from Astrea Sixth Form St 
Neots competed against other schools in Cambridgeshire (including many private schools) 
in Senior Maths Team Challenge at the Centre for Mathematical Sciences, University of 
Cambridge.  

Year 13s Matthew and James, and Year 12s Ethan and Daniel made the team and were 
trained by Ms Royal. They worked as a team to solve challenging maths questions, including a 
cross number where every question depended on knowing the answer to a different question.  

We are delighted to hear that the team came 7th out of around 25 schools. The majority of 
the top 10 were highly selective schools and so 7th place is a big achievement. Well done to 
the team and thank you to Ms Royal for organising the trip and coaching the team. 

Example question: "The first term of a sequence is 0.8. Each subsequent term of the sequence is half the sum of all the earlier terms in 
the sequence. How many terms of the sequence are less than 2?" 

Ms K Bell 

 

Our congratulations to Jake who took part in the British Tang Sou Dao National championships on Saturday 16 November 
and came first in his age and belt category!  

He achieved most of the points from his jump thrust kicks and the final score in the final match was 7-0. 

Very well done Jake, this is a great achievement. 

Mr S Hood 



 

Longsands students have been busy linking up with students from the German 
school of Inda-Gymnasium in Aachen this term. All year 10 students of German 
have started a personalised letter exchange with fellow Aachen students and 
have written their first letter in German. 

In year 9 History lessons, students have communicated with Aachen students 
via an online message board on the theme of  World War 1. Students 
exchanged views about our tradition of wearing a poppy on Remembrance 
Sunday and discussed whether they agree with famous footballers and TV 
presenters who don't choose to wear a poppy in November. Our students learned about the day of commemoration in Germany 
"Volkstrauertag" (National Day of Mourning) which remembers all victims of war and tyranny. They learned that in some German 
states, music or dance events are not allowed because the day is seen as a "day of silence".  

This week our year 8 Germanists have exchanged over eighty Christmas cards with Aachen students containing Christmas wishes and 
details of their favourite Christmas traditions. Students will enjoy sharing and translating their cards together in lessons. 

Mrs J Swainston 

 

Year 7 students of French and German had fun making a surprise 
Christmas card in our Library and Learning Resource Centre at 
lunchtimes this week. They followed instructions in French/German to 
make their card. Well done, Year 7!  

Mrs L Fenglar 

 

We are delighted to have received reaccreditation for our outstanding development of the international dimension in the curriculum 
from the British Council. This award recognises the work we are doing as a school to promote wider cultural understanding and 
internationalism working with five overseas partners and linking with many local schools in our ambassadorial role. 

The assessors at the British Council have passed on their congratulations to all the staff and students involved in making this possible:  

“Congratulations to all involved in ensuring that pupils at Longsands School have multiple opportunities for considering and 
experiencing the wider world beyond Cambridgeshire and the United Kingdom. 

We hope that the scope of your excellent international activities will continue to develop and benefit the school community; your 
support, commitment, creativity and innovative international work is greatly appreciated.” 

Mrs J Swainston 

 



 



Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial  

Find us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/longsandsnews  

Find us on YouTube  

 

http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg
http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg?app=desktop
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews

