
As I reflect on this past half term with the 
October break upon us, I am delighted with 
how this academic year has begun.  We have 
welcomed 300 new Year 7 students who, as 

a year group, have made a tremendous impression and start to 
their academic lives here at Longsands Academy.   

The new behaviour system that we have implemented has been 
well  received by staff and allows them to set clear boundaries of 
acceptable behaviour within the Academy. Furthermore, and 
most importantly, the students are reporting that they too are 
happy with the improvements in behaviour as a result of the 
system; lessons are calmer and display a learning environment fit 
for academic excellence. Parents too have reported a change in 
their children; taking more responsibility for their learning by 
completing homework in a timely fashion and also being more 
organised in their planning ahead to the next school day. With 
the implementation of every new system we acknowledge there 
will be areas that require fine tuning and we have responded 
when the need has arisen.  

Throughout this  half term we have held a number of events to 
meet with the wider community, each one has been welcomed 
as an opportunity for dialogue between our stakeholders and the 
school. The first event was our annual Open Evening for Year 6 
students and their families on 1 October. The evening was a 
chance for our current students to welcome prospective students 
to Longsands and to talk about the opportunities and 
experiences they have and to show them around the different 
departments. We were delighted with the feedback regarding 
both the activities and demonstrations of life at Longsands and 
also of how wonderful the student guides and representatives 
were throughout the evening.  

The second opportunity was our Parent Information Evening at 
which around 70 parents attended. The presentation for the 
evening has been shared on our website and the thoughts  of the 
vast majority who attended was that it was an incredibly positive 
addition to the school calendar - the next meeting will be on 
4  February at 6.30 pm and again all parents and carers are 
invited to attend.    

The Astrea Sixth Form St Neots Open Evening was held on 
Thursday 17 October and was well attended which reflects the 
increasing popularity of our sixth form as the first choice post 16 
destination for students. What was particularly pleasing was the 
number of families from outside of St Neots who have heard of 
our growing reputation for providing first class sixth form 
education. Around 500 visitors were given a presentation by 
Mark Taylor, Director of Astrea Sixth Form St Neots, before 
visiting the wide range of subject areas on offer and we hope to 
see many of them return in September 2020. 

All parents will have received a letter from me confirming that 
the Local Education Consultative Committee will be formed 
during this academic year and more details will be shared during 
the next half term to invite parents and carers to join. It will be 
great to have local representation to inform and build on the 
improvements we have made over the last year.  

On Monday 21 October work begins on the perimeter fence, a 
project which has been long awaited and will enable the school 
to secure the site itself from vandalism and more importantly to 
enhance the safeguarding of our students on a day to day 
basis. The fence was approved after an extensive public planning 
process which included input from Cambridgeshire CC, 
Huntingdonshire DC, St Neots TC, and the Police Architectural 
Officer and should be completed by the end of February. 

The students have been incredibly busy during the six weeks 
since returning from the summer, including an array of sporting 
fixtures and educational trips. Year 10 and 11 MFL students 
enjoyed a day trip to Boulonge in which they visited a French 
market and were able to experience the life of an artisan 
baker. Year 9 students from Mrs Chilton’s Cyber Discovery Club 
attended a Celebrating Women in Computing event at the 
History Museum in Cambridge.  

I am certain that all students, and staff, have earned an enjoyable 
and relaxing half term break and I look forward to our return on 
Monday 28 October. 

Mr Hywel Jones 
Principal 

We were delighted to welcome parents to the Academy on 10 October 2019 to meet with our Principal, Mr Jones, and the Senior 
Leadership Team. During the meeting Mr Jones outlined his key priorities for the Academy and also addressed some concerns prior to 
opening the floor to questions. We would like to extend our thanks to everyone who attended and, as promised on the evening, we can 
confirm the dates for the future evenings will be: 4 February 2020 and 29 April 2020 - on each occasion the meetings will be held 
between 6.30 - 7.30 pm in the Ritchie Hall. We look forward to seeing you there! 



 

Just a reminder that Longsands Academy went live with the Astrea app on the first day of the Autumn 
term and that the SIMS app will be switched off by October half-term.    

The Astrea app is an excellent communication system that allows us to send you important updates 
directly to your phone and ensures you stay in touch with what is going on at the Academy. Along with 
past and present reports, the app gives you direct access to your child’s attendance, timetable, 
absence records, achievements, behaviour and much, much more.  We have also embedded links such 
as ParentPay, Doddle, Parents Evening Booking System and Key Dates (where you can access the 
school calendar, holidays and school trips) into the app so you will have everything you need in one 
place.  You will see that we update and change the information in the app as the school year moves along. 

If you haven’t done so already, please follow the instructions below: 

Download the free Astrea app from the Apple App Store/Google Play on your mobile phone. Search for Longsands Academy and enter 
your full name, mobile number and email address (these details must match what has been provided to the Academy). Once the app 
identifies you, a security code will be generated which you will need to enter. When this has been completed, your child’s details will be 
synchronised overnight. 

If you have downloaded the Astrea App and are unable to see your child/ren on the My Students button on the app, it is likely that the 
mobile number you have used at the set up stage does not match that held by the school and you will therefore not have access to this 
area. If this should occur, please contact Admin via enquiries@astrea-longsands.org to check the contact details held by the school are 
correct. 

Mrs N Jarvis 

We are delighted to have established a new partnership with Now Teach, a 
government organisation that aims to recruit experienced people into teaching.  

This September, we have welcomed twelve new colleagues who are embarking on 
an Initial Teacher Training programme, including three with an affiliation to Now 
Teach. We continue to work in partnership with a range of teacher training 
providers including the University of Cambridge, University of Bedfordshire, The 
Cambridge Partnership and the Suffolk and Norfolk SCITT. 

These partnerships provide Longsands with a wealth of opportunities, from professional development for experience colleagues to 
recruitment of new teachers. We have six Newly Qualified Teachers at Longsands this year, five of whom completed part of their Initial 
Teacher Training with us last year, and two of whom attended Longsands as a student themselves. 

For further information about Now Teach, please see nowteacher.org.uk. If you are interested in finding out more about training to be a 
teacher, please do get in contact via enquiries@astrea-longsands.org   

Miss D Gordon 

French poetry, submitted by eight of our students, was shortlisted for the annual Mother Tongue 
Other Tongue poetry competition this year. The winners were announced at a ceremony at Murray 
Edward College, Cambridge, on the 17 October 2019.  

We are delighted to announce that Steven J’s French poem won the overall sixth form prize. 
Congratulations to him and to Thomas F, Maddie L, Rory O, Kamile J, Phoebe T, Jasmine Z and 
Amanpreet K whose work has been published in an anthology of poetry. 

Mrs J Swainston 

Having been made aware that some mobile network providers have been adding additional charges to their 0845 number, SWI have 
advised us that they now have an alternate telephone number that can be used at standard network rate 01928 752 610.  

Mrs L Girdlestone 

mailto:enquiries@astrea-longsands.org
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European Day of Languages celebrates different languages as a way 
of promoting greater understanding between cultures and sharing 
our rich cultural heritage. This year, Year 7 have been discovering 
what it means to be multilingual and that no one is monolingual in 
today’s multilingual world, be it words from other languages English 
has adopted, dialects, home or learned languages and also coding 
and emojis. How many words can you find as you go through your 
day, which have origins in another language? e.g. gourmet, balcony, 
karaoke and piano. 

There have been a variety of lunchtime activities and competitions 
throughout the week to celebrate European Day of Languages.  The 
Year 10 Language Leaders led a carousel of games and puzzles for 
Year 7 students.  Year 8s held a bake off with incredible efforts to 
give their entries a European twist - the bake sale was enjoyed by all.  
KS3 students took part in a Hispanic fiesta where students found out 
about culture and traditions from various Spanish speaking countries. 

European Day of Languages has become a new Longsands Academy tradition with a week of celebrations for all to enjoy. Thank you and 
well done to all who took part for your enthusiasm and commitment to the week.  

Miss H Leather 

Congratulations to Scarlet who has been cast as Brigitta Von Trapp in The 
Sound of Music - with Cambridge Operatic Society - running at 
Cambridge Arts Theatre  https://www.cambridgeartstheatre.com/  

What a wonderful achievement Scarlet, we are very proud of you and 
hope the show is a huge success. 

Mr J Powell 

The History Department was pleased to welcome the Principle Mr Jones to launch the 
first meeting of the Longsands History Society.  

Mr Jones spoke to pupils about the hostile political climate between the USA and USSR 
in the C20th. Pupils enjoyed listening to stories of spies, dangerous operations and the 
mistrust that existed between these two nations. The Society meets on Tuesday 
lunchtimes, every other week in H3.4. We discuss and examine lots of different areas of 
history both local and across the world. Pupils in Years 7-11 are welcome to attend. 

Mr J Milne 

https://www.cambridgeartstheatre.com/


This half-term has seen Year 11 and 13 geologists undertake fieldwork along the world-
famous Jurassic coast in Dorset. This is a compulsory part of their GCSE and A-level courses, 
allowing them to further enhance their geological knowledge, through practical application 
in the field. Both sets of students worked exceptionally hard to understand the complex 
Geology they encountered in the sedimentary environment of this coastline. Standout 
performers from Year 11 were: Finlay, Elliott, Milly, Tyler and Lewis, who were each awarded 
a prize. In Year 13, Thomas and Ben excelled across the trip in sedimentary logging and 
structural analysis.  

Year 9 students will have the chance to take part in Geology taster sessions across the next 
half-term, as part of their ‘Earth Hazards’ unit during Geography lessons. This is a brilliant opportunity for students to discover the 
wonders of Earth Science and where it can lead - students thinking about Geology GCSE should come and speak to Mr Dickerson.  

For other images of our geologists hard at work in the field, follow us on Instagram: @longsandsgeo 

Mr B Dickerson 

 

Congratulations to Olly who played at the ECB/ Bunbury Festival in August, where the best 56 in the 
country play for their region (Olly was Midlands) competing against each other for 6 days. 

He made 100 at Worcester for Northants U19s vs Worcestershire Academy (with their side being 
made up of 17-19 year olds, some of whom are trying to get a 1st Class contract). 

Olly has received an Academy offer which is a bigger achievement than anything else he’s done so 
far - they select from ages 15-18 across Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambs, Beds, Northants and other 
surrounding Counties. There are only about 10 places in total so Olly has performed exceptionally 
well to be offered a place. 

The training begins in November and we wish Olly and his team the very best of luck! 

Mr S Hood 

Surrounded by the picturesque fields of Belgium, we watched the roads zip past 
as we travelled to our many historical, eye opening, destinations. Our first place 
of historical interest was Sanctuary Wood, a preserved trench system you are able 
to explore. We learned about the difficulties faced by the soldiers as they ducked 
and weaved their way through the dark, dank tunnels and muddy corridors of the 
trenches. Unfortunately due to its origin, not much is known about this particular 
trench however it was probably occupied by both forces at different points during 
the First World War. It was also most likely used as a frontline, reserve, support 
and communication trench as the war raged on. What little we do know about it is 
how it was found. A family of Belgium farmers returned to their home after a long 
time away from their land, only to find a whole trench system in their backyard.  

After Sanctuary Wood we visited sites such as Essex Farm Cemetery, where 15 year old Rifleman Valentine Strudwick is buried. We also 
went to the Memorial Museum of Passchendaele 1917 in Zonnebeke, which is built on the battleground of The 3rd Battle of Ypres 
(Passchendaele). Then we drove to Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest allied cemetery in the world, where we paid our respects and 
remembered the fallen with a poem, read by Mr Wayman. This Cemetery is home to 11,956 burials, 70% of which are unknown. Lastly, 
we headed into the beautiful town of Ypres where we had a lovely dinner and watched the Menin Gate Ceremony as night fell.  

We woke up the next morning feeling fully refreshed and had a delicious, continental breakfast. Our First destination was Langemark 
Cemetery, where German soldiers are buried and commemorated. Langemark is small, modest, sombre, and peaceful; it was a very 
thought provoking experience and you couldn’t help but think about how lives on all sides of the conflict were cut short by the brutality 
of war. Langemark is also the site of a mass grave where 25,000 German soldiers are buried, their names are commemorated on large 
stone blocks that surround the site.  

After visiting Langemark we spent some time exploring the town of Ypres, we even bought some Belgian chocolate! After visiting Talbot 
House in Poperinge and exploring how soldiers spent their time away from the trenches we headed home. The Battlefields Trip was an 
incredibly eye opening experience and a great way to get to know your classmates, we would highly recommend it! 

Nicole S and Jude H 



For general communication, please call 01480 353535 or email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org   

To report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or email absence@astrea-longsands.org   

To be as cost effective as possible when we communicate with you, we endeavour to email correspondence home whenever possible 
so please make sure you have supplied us with a current and valid email address.  

We also like to share students achievements and successes via our social media channels. Why not connect with us there too?  

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial      Find us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/longsandsnews 

 

The first meeting of the Sixth Form History Reading Group took place in September.  

It was encouraging to see so many in attendance, taking advantage of this excellent opportunity for scholarship. Students meet once a 
month to discuss a different area of historical debate and complete a set reading for each discussion.  

Not only does this develop student’s wider reading outside the curriculum but also encourages ‘thinking like a historian’, something 
expected at University. The discussion this month will be focussed on the question is conflict the driver of change in history?  

Mr J Milne 

Year 9 girls from Mrs Chilton’s cyber discovery club and two female Post 16 students, 
enjoyed a fantastic day at The Computing History Museum in Cambridge; celebrating 
Women in Computing at the Computing Herstory event.  

The day, delivered predominantly by women from computing, included three 
workshops; computer architecture (including a demonstration using the largest 
MegaProcessor in the world), a Microbit programming session and a brief history of 
computers in the interactive exhibition focusing on the women who have helped 
shape computing and technology.  

In addition, they really enjoyed the interactive displays and retro games.   

The day ended with a brilliant talk delivered by two female cyber security analysts 
from Darktrace; where they learnt about cyber security threats, as well as the career 
paths the two presenters took.  

Mrs C Chilton 

On Friday 11 October, a group of 32 of our Year 10/11 students spent the day in France. 

They spent time interviewing stallholders and customers at the  market in the small town of 
Wimereux before moving onto Boulogne where they visited the old town and completed a 
scavenger hunt in French. The afternoon was spent at a French bakery, where students listened to 
two presentations in French from the bakery owners about the life of an artisan baker before they 
had the opportunity to make and taste some croissants. 

We were very impressed with the conduct of our students on this trip. They were enthusiastic and 
very willing to converse in French, making the most of this excellent opportunity. 

Mrs J Swainston 

On Friday 27 September, Cambridge University Museum of Zoology hosted a fantastic insect workshop for our 
STEM club. This one hour ‘meet the experts’ workshop gave our students a window into the importance of 
insects both to us as the human race and to the rest of the world. Students thoroughly enjoyed getting ‘hands 
on’ and also talking to the experts about their work.  

Mr N Stephenson 
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On the 1st October, we were delighted to hold our Open Evening for prospective parents and current Year 6 students. It was an 
excellent opportunity to showcase our Year 7 curriculum and the academic nature of the knowledge-rich curriculum to which our 
students are exposed. 

Prospective parents and current Year 6 students had the opportunity to speak to current students and teachers about the broad range 
of extra– curricular activities we offer, especially in sports, music and the arts. During the Principal’s talk, Mr Jones spoke about our 
determination to secure academic success for all students and our vision to ensure all students learn in a tranquil environment free 
from low level disruption. There were also superb and inspirational speeches from four of our Year 7 and Year 13 students (our thanks 
to Max, Holly, Francesca and Nathan) in addition to simply stunning musical performances from Lewis and Toby.  

We would like to extend our gratitude to all who visited the Longsands Academy Open Evening and thank all staff and current students 
for their efforts in supporting this event. Feedback has been excellent, please see some comments below that were left on our feedback 
cards. 

Mr N D Owen 

‘The presentation was very 
informative, we loved the keyboard 
player. Our tour guide was very 
patient with us and helped with all 
of our questions.’ 

Year 6, Middlefield 

‘Great tour, some fantastic students in the 

Science area, they really made an effort to 

talk to our son and demonstrate the flames. 

It was nice to see where he could be going to 

secondary school.’ 

Year 6, Roundhouse 

‘Well organised! Lots of people available 

to answer our questions. We loved the 

trampolines, dead rat in Science and the 

food from the canteen!’ 

Year 6, Crosshall 



 

It hardly seems possible that a whole year has gone by since we welcomed the students who are now in Year 8, to the Longsands 
community.  

The students have returned to new teachers, new expectations, new classes and one of the challenges now facing Year 8 is adapting to 
these changes. In a recent assembly I talked about the importance of change and how, even if it seems daunting, it can be good for 
fresh starts; we talked about being role models for our new younger students and we talked about resilience in the face of these new 
challenges.  

Year 8 has in some quarters, been seen as an ‘in between’ year, in fact it is a fundamentally important year for students, not only 
because the content of the Year 8 curriculum lays the foundations for future years’ study but also because it is a year in which good 
learning habits, such as managing homework and preparing thoroughly for assessments, become embedded.  

We want these habits to become second nature so as to prepare our students for the GCSE years and beyond. To assist, we have many 
subject specific after school clinics and of course the homework club, which we would encourage students to make full use of.   

Mrs S Postins 

Congratulations to all the Year 7s who have made a remarkable 
start on their journey here at Longsands. Since their start in 
September, many students have been working brilliantly and 
have achieved a number of achievement points across many 
different subjects so well done and keep this up. Currently 
Mr Highfield's tutor group is in the lead - but there are others 
very close behind! 

The Settling Evening was a huge success and thank you to all 
the parents and carers who were able to make the evening. It 
was lovely to see so many happy faces because they have 
settled in so well and I am very hopeful that this will continue. 

As we are approaching a well deserved half term for all, I would 
like to wish all the students that are participating in the 
upcoming School concert the best of luck - I am sure you will 
all be amazing, and enjoy the break as when you return you will 
be faced with your first ever inter-form on the first Tuesday 
back.  This always proves to be an exciting event. 

Miss K Bingham 

I am pleased to say that our Year 9 students have made an 
incredible start to the new academic year. The bar has been 
raised and I am proud that they are meeting our expectations 
in behaviour, uniform and academic excellence. The amount of 
achievement points issued has been staggering and I look 
forward to celebrating successes throughout the coming year.   

Much has changed over the last year and I do not think it is 
possible to write this update without acknowledging how well 
the students have dealt with this. We are collectively striving 
for the very best for our students and your children. Sharing 
the same common goal has aligned much support and I want to 
thank all of you as parents, carers, siblings and friends of the 
young people in them achieving only their very best.  

I am looking forward to the next half term and the academic 
challenges and successes it brings, but in the mean time, please 
do have a lovely October break. 

Mr J Powell 

Huge congratulations to Alfie  in 
Year 9 for successfully completing 
his iDEA Bronze Award. 

Alfie has shown great 
determination in taking the time 
both in and outside of his 
Computing lessons to achieve the 
award and we are very proud of 
his accomplishment.  

Alfie will now act as class expert 
during our iDEA badge lessons 
every half term and continue his 
journey towards the silver award. 

More information about the Duke 
of York’s iDEA programme can be found at https://idea.org.uk 

Mrs C Chilton 



 

Within the Prefect team there are 3 
separate committees. 

Currently, the Editorial Committee are 
starting work on the Year 11 yearbooks. 
This includes gathering photos from 
events, trips and memorable moments throughout their time at 
Longsands Academy. They have the responsibility to work 
together to create a yearbook of which their fellow students can 
be proud.  

The Raising Awareness Committee have completed their first 
charity event, raising just under £200 for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. They are also in the process of organising the annual 
Christmas fundraising event.  

The Outreach Committee are planning and working with the 
environmental groups around the Academy to promote recycling. One of their future projects will include organising the Christmas 
Hampers, which always prove to be a huge success across all year groups. 

Being a prefect is an extremely rewarding role and we both enjoy the responsibilities that come with the role.  

Ben (Head Boy) and Milly (Head Girl) 

For students in Year 10, the start of a new academic year signalled the commencement of Key 
Stage 4. We have been impressed by the overwhelmingly positive start the vast majority of Year 
10 students have made to their GCSE studies this year; demonstrating high levels of engagement 
in their learning, excellent attendance and impeccable behaviour. 

On the 12 September we were delighted to welcome parents/carers to the ‘Welcome to Key 
Stage 4’ evening. Key information for the year ahead pertained to the Key Stage 4 experience, 
the curriculum and examination preparation, all of which can be found on the Academy website. 
We would like to thank everyone who attended and for the ongoing support of our students.  

Year 10 have much to be proud of this half term. In sport, the Year 10 rugby team were runners-
up in the Huntingdonshire District Finals and all students competed in the annual Inter-Form 
competitions in rugby and netball, demonstrating superb sportsmanship. Many history students 
attended the educational and moving Battlefields Trip and we received several positive 
comments from members of the public regarding the maturity and conduct of our students. This 
half term has also seen the launch of some exciting extra-curricular events and opportunities, 
with many students signing up for department trips, visits and the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
Award. Thirty students in the year group, as nominated by tutors, will receive achievement 
letters in recognition of their outstanding attitude to learning and effort this half term. 

A key focus in Year 10 is CEIAG (Careers Education Information and Guidance). This week, Mrs Martindale delivered an assembly about 
Work Experience placements, which will take place from Monday 29 June - Friday 3 July 2020. Next half-term, we look forward to 
welcoming parents/carers to the Academy for the ‘Work Experience Information Evening’ on Wednesday 6 November. One-to-one 
guidance regarding CEIAG is available every week throughout the year for all students. Also, on Wednesday 27 November, all students 
will partake in our Mock Interview Day, to practice their interview technique.  

A crucial aspect of success in Key Stage 4 is student independence. In order to achieve their very best, Year 10 students should be 
making use of Doddle, GCSEPod, Tassomai and Hegarty Maths alongside their own subject specific resources. For support with work 
outside of the classroom, we offer the ‘Homework Club’ which runs every day after-school, with teachers on-hand to offer further 
guidance and support and there are a number of subject-specific clinics and clubs run by departments for students in Key Stage 4. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for your ongoing support and encouragement of your child as they 

begin this important stage of their education. We look forward to supporting them in furthering their progress throughout Key Stage 4.  

If you should have any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me via stephanie.hills@astrea-longsands.org  

Fantastic start Year 10 - well done! 

Mrs S Hills 



 

Year 11 students have made a strong positive start to their final year at Longsands, with many students having excellent attendance, 
exemplary uniform and outstanding attitude to learning since the beginning of term. I’m pleased to report that the vast majority of Year 
11 students are approaching their studies with engagement, focus, and an attitude that is bound to yield results.  The ‘Making the Most 
of Year 11’ evening at the start of the academic year provided key information for the year ahead regarding our expectations, the 
curriculum, examination preparation, home learning and Post 16 options; all of this information can also be found on the Academy 
website. The evening was well attended and we thank parents and carers for their ongoing support. 

As we approach the half-term holiday, Year 11 students are working hard on their revision for the mock examinations, commencing on 
Monday 18th November. We have been impressed by the proactive approach the majority of Year 11 are demonstrating, with many 
students attending additional lunchtime and after-school subject interventions and support clinics, creating revision timetables and 
purchasing revision guides. The Mock Exam Support booklet that was issued to all parents last week contains subject-specific support 
for revision, as well as general guidance about preparing for the Mock examinations. If you haven’t yet taken the opportunity to read 
through this information with your son or daughter, please do so; it also details two helpful sessions with Miss Leather on dealing with 
exam stress. In order to achieve their very best, Year 11 students should be making independent use of resources such as Doddle, 
GCSEPod and Hegarty Maths alongside their own revision guides and resources. For support with work outside of the classroom, we 
offer the ‘Home Learning Club’ which runs every day after-school in A11 (the Library from 28/10/19), in addition to the many subject 
clinics that run throughout the week.  The Library will also be open and run by learning support staff every weekday in the half term 
holiday (21-25/10/19) for students who require a quiet working atmosphere or academic support.  

It is also an important time for students to make decisions with regard to their Post-16 choices. Mrs Martindale, Head of CEIAG, has co-
ordinated LLW lessons to include support for Y11 students on applying for apprenticeships, college and Sixth Form, and Open Days. 
Information for parents on these topics is summarised in a letter sent to parents on 11/10/19, which is also on our website. We have 
the services of an experienced careers adviser Debra Thorpe, from 'Form the Future', every Thursday. She is seeing students by 
appointment, and running a drop in at lunchtimes – students should see their tutor, Ms Rose or Mrs Martindale if they would like a 
guidance appointment. Mr Taylor was delighted to welcome so many students and parents to yesterday evening’s Astrea Sixth Form St 
Neots Open Evening; we are encouraged by the high number of students who wish to return to the Academy for their further study.  

We recognise that it is a challenging time for many students as they prepare for their mock examinations. We wish all students in Year 
11 the very best for these, and would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and carers for their ongoing support and 
encouragement of our students in this vital year.  

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with KS4 if there’s any more support we can offer.  

Three sporting superstars of Year 11 have recently won accolades in their sport (all pictured below). We are enormously proud of the 
following students: 

Harry J, who has been selected to play for Wales U17 squad for the European Championships. They beat Slovenia 1-0 in their first match 
of the tournament.  

Lucy W, who has been selected to train for the England Women’s U16 Squad this year.  

Olly J, who has been selected for Northants CCC Academy, winning one of 10 places after a hugely competitive regional selection 
process.  

We wish them all the best in their sporting endeavours!  

Miss F Rose 



 

Year 8 Rugby 
1st CKK 
2nd GAH 
3rd COO 
4th KJD 
5th JTM 
6th NDZ 
7th NJS 
8h MTL 
9th JJB 
10th GIW 

Year 10 First XI rugby 
1st Crusaders 
2nd Rebels 
3rd Hurricanes 

Year 10 Development rugby 
1st Rebels 
2nd Crusaders 
3rd Hurricanes 

 

Year 8 Hockey 
1st JTM 
2nd NDZ 
3rd KJD 
4th COO 
5th GIW 
6th GAH 
7th CKK 
8th JJB 
9th MTL & NJS 

Year 10 Netball 
1st AFI 
2nd DAN 
3rd JSB 
4th RMO 
5th WJW 
6th FKM 
7th REM 
8th ACK 
9th HJJ 
10th JJW 

Our thanks to all students and staff for a great set of inter-form 
activities on Wednesday 9 October for Years 8 and 10. The 
results are noted below: 

Good luck to Years 7 and 9 for their inter-form event on Tuesday 
29 October 2019. 

Miss C Osborne 

On the rare occasion that a student needs to be excused from the practical element of Physical Education they must have a  note from a 
parent/guardian to excuse them. It is still expected that students will bring their PE kit and get changed in order to be involved in the  
theoretical aspects of the lesson. For example, students are now assessed within the new KS3 PE framework on their ability to make 
decisions based upon tactics and strategies. Students are allowed, especially in the colder months, to wear black thermal wear 
alongside their polo shirt with the black mid-layer/jacket. In addition warm hats and gloves are acceptable. All available via SWI.  

Please do contact your child’s PE teacher in the first instance if you should have any concerns. If a student has a serious medical 
condition or injury, please make contact with the appropriate Head of PE who will endeavour to facilitate their inclusion in PE to the 
best we can depending upon individual circumstances.  

Mr S Hood 

Do you know about the gambling-like features in children’s online games? 

In the last few years, the line between gaming and gambling has become increasingly 
blurred. Some activities that players get involved in contain ‘games of chance’ which 
makes it hard to see them as anything other than gambling. 

This includes things like ‘Skin Gambling’ where players can try to ‘win’ outfits/weapons/accessories for their characters and ‘Loot Boxes’ 
which can often be purchased using real money (or virtual yet paid-for currency) however players do not know what is inside the box 
until they own it. This makes it a bit like the concept of a scratchcard—with the temptation for playing to keep going in the hope of 
getting the items they want. 

Parent Zone and GambleAware have launched a new resource to help families and professionals learn about the gambling-like risks that 
children may face when playing online games. 

Mrs C Chilton 

http://www.parentzone.org.uk/gamingorgambling


 

Year 11 Mock Exams are fast 
approaching and so I am writing to 
remind you that we have invested in 
GCSEPod, the award-winning digital 
content and revision provider. 

GCSEPod provides over 6,000 3-5 minute 
bursts of visual learning ‘Pods’. The way 
in which GCSEPod maps content can 
help revision be much more manageable 
as your child can see their revision 
displayed in a logical way. Each Pod is 
exam board specific, so you can be 
reassured your child is only learning 
what they  need to. 

At this time of year, we ask you to 
encourage and support your child to 
engage in revision in any way you can. 
GCSEPod is your child’s go to revision 
resource to help reduce stress and 
pressure that inevitably accompanies 
this period in their lives.  

Challenge your child to watch 5 Pods a day. That’s only approximately 20 minutes of revision! GCSEPod helps to revision seem much 
more manageable with organised exam specific playlists, which you can find in the My Courses area of your child’s account. 

Mr N D Owen 

 



 

On Friday 11 October, a group of 32 Year 10/11 students spent the day in France.  

They spent time interviewing stallholders and customers at the market in the small town 
of Wimereux before moving onto Boulonge where they visited the old town and 
completed a scavenger hunt in French. The afternoon was spent at a French bakery, 
where students listened to two presentations in French from the bakery owners about 
the life of an artisan baker before they got the opportunity  to make and taste some 
croissants.  

We were very impressed with the conduct of our students on this trip. They were enthusiastic and very willing to speak in French, so 
they really made the most of this opportunity. 

Mrs J Swainston 

At the beginning of October I took four of our Year 13 students, who 
are planning to apply to Cambridge University, to a residential at Jesus 
College, Cambridge. 

The students received advice on personal statements and interviews 
from the College admissions tutors and met other applicants from 
state schools around the country. They also got to experience staying 
in undergraduate rooms in a student staircase and eating dinner in the 
hall. There was also a quiz (example question: name two types of 
quark).  

Well done to Georgia B, Matthew O, Amy R and James R for making 
the most of every aspect of the residential and good luck with your 
university applications. 

Ms K Bell 

On Thursday, 17 October we were delighted to welcome Year 11 students and their families to join us 
for our annual Sixth Form Open Evening. 

The event was incredibly well attended and we enjoyed the opportunity to answer questions regarding 
life at Sixth Form and our exciting range of courses and qualifications, all while showcasing some of the 
fabulous work that has been completed by our current students. If you would like to view our 
Prospectus, please click here. 

My thanks to all who came along to see us and to the students who spoke so eloquently about their 
time with us and their plans for the future; I am sure the Year 11 students in the audience will have 
been greatly inspired by your words. 

Mr M Taylor 

https://www.astreasixthformstneots.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/ASFSN_Prospectus_2020-21.pdf


 

 

The Doddle Parent App can be downloaded by students and parents/carers on the Google Play store and the iOS App store. To find it, 
simply search for ‘Doddle Learn’ and download the app free of charge. When downloaded, students/parents/carers can use their 
existing logins to access the app. Students and parents/carers need only log in once, meaning no more forgotten passwords. The app 
will send daily notifications allowing students/parents/carers to stay up to date with upcoming and due homework.  

With Doddle Parent, you can: 

 View all homework tasks your child has been set, including when homework tasks are due; 

 Access any resources your child has to complete for homework; 

 See all homework that has been handed in, including scores received for Doddle quizzes; 

 Encourage independent learning so you know exactly what your child needs to work on; 

 Have meaningful conversations about what your child has been learning at the Academy. 

To get the most out of using Doddle Parent, you can read the Doddle Parent Guides, or watch the Doddle Parent videos, all of which 
can be found on www.doddlelearn.co.uk/support/parent. These summarise the key features of Doddle Parent, and include the details 
below about creating your account and linking to your child. 

How to get started: 

Doddle Parent is accessible from any computer, laptop, smartphone or tablet. 

You will need to create a parent account on Doddle to access your child’s information. To do this, please use the following link 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk/app/parent/enrol and use your email address to create and register your account. You will be prompted to link 
to your child using a 16 digit key - this will have been emailed to you, however if you should require a reminder please contact 
enquiries@astrea-longsands.org  

Please see the following page for some further details regarding Doddle and if you should experience any problems accessing Doddle or 
using the Doddle app please do contact your child’s Head of Year at the Academy. 

Mr N D Owen 

mailto:enquiries@astrea-longsands.org?subject=Doddle%20Parent%20Key


 



 



Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial  

Find us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/longsandsnews  

Find us on YouTube  

 

http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg
http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg?app=desktop
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews

