
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 September 2019 
Dear Parent / Carer 

 

New School Year 
 

Welcome back to the new school year at Longsands, we hope that you all enjoyed a restful summer and were able to 
spend some quality time together. We had a very pleasing summer in terms of our examination results as both GCSE 
and A-level which are evidence of the hard work of the staff and students throughout their courses. Almost a quarter 
of all GCSE grades were 9-7 and our combined English and Maths at grades 9-5 was also up by 5.5%. We saw a marked 
improvement at GCSE, despite the introduction of the new tougher examinations, with the vast majority of subjects 
securing an increase in 9-5 grades from last year.  At A-level our overall pass rate was 97% with 40% of grades at A*-
B and 66% at A*-C which exceeded expectations. In addition, Vocational subjects had a 92% pass rate with 43% of 
grades being Distinction* / Distinction. 
 

To continue our improvement and strive for ever better outcomes for our students we are constantly looking for ways 
we can improve their learning experience. Most recently the new mobile policy has supported this and we wrote to 
you before the summer with details of our new same-day detention system for students who are unable to meet our 
expectations during the school day.  From Monday 9 September, students who do not meet expectations will be given 
a warning and a C1 (consequence 1). We hope that this will be enough for the majority of students to respond to 
teacher instructions in order for them to meet our expectations. However, if this is not the case, or if a student has 
failed to complete their homework by the deadline date, they will be given a C2 and expected to attend a detention 
after school that evening in the Old Gym until 4pm. If students catch a bus, transport will be provided home at this 
time. If this applies to your child you will receive an email at approximately 2:30pm that day to inform you that your 
child will be staying in school until 4pm. Should a C2 be issued between 2:30pm and 3:10pm we will contact you by 
telephone to inform you of the detention, a voice mail will be left for you if you are unable to pick it up. If students do 
not bring their PE kit into school or there are items missing, this will also result in a C2 detention.  Please note that 
during the first two weeks we will show some leniency around uniform as we are aware that SWI have not fulfilled all 
orders, please be assured that students will not receive consequences that are due to unfulfilled orders. 
 

We have also made some changes at Senior Leadership level in preparation for the coming year. Mr N Owen will be 
joining Mrs Greaney as a second Vice Principal. Mr Owen’s responsibilities focus around curriculum, qualifications and 
effective teaching and learning. Mrs Greaney is responsible for behaviour, pastoral care and safeguarding. Mr Taylor 
will continue in his role as Director of Sixth Form. Our Assistant Principal Team is now Mrs Breakspear (Pastoral 
support, Alternative Provision and Attendance), Mr Lesurf (Professional Development), Mr Merson (Assessment and 
Moderation) and Mr Seymour (Academic Interventions and Pupil Premium). As a Senior Leadership Team we also 
work closely with Mr Walsh, our Business Manager and we are delighted to welcome Mr Mykoo as our Behaviour 
Manager.  I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Chilman for her long service and dedication to the school and 
we wish her the best of luck in her new role working as an education consultant. 
 

We hope that your child has an enjoyable year with us at Longsands and is able to work hard, try their best and achieve 
some excellent outcomes.  
 

Yours faithfully 
 

Mr H Jones 

 
Principal 


