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Running Order

Mr Owen: Vice Principal (Academic)

Mr Merson: Assistant Principal: Director of Maths

Mr Lesurf: Assistant Principal: Director of Science

Miss Fox: Head of English

Mrs Carpenter: Examinations Manager

Mrs Hills:           Head of Year 10



Mr Owen

Vice Principal (Academic)

neil.owen@astrea-longsands.org



The 9-1 GCSE reformed system
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Exam results overview - GCSEs
The Academy has seen some strong improvements over the last year:

English 9 – 5: up by 2.1% to 62% (2018: 59.9%)

Maths 9 – 5: up by 8.9% to 57% (2018: 48.1%)

Science 9-5: up by 11.8% to 62.1% (2018: 50.4%)

English and Maths combined 9 – 5: up by 5.5% to 47% (2018: 41.5%)

English 9 – 4: up by 3.3% to 79.3% (2018: 76%)

Maths 9 – 4: up by 6.6% to 80.3% (2018: 73.7%)

Science 9-4: up by 7.1% to 80.1% (2018: 73%)

Target Actual

9-5 63.1% 60.2%

9-7 21.7% 24%
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Supporting students, supporting themselves
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Supporting students achieve academic excellence
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Independent learning and revision 
materials:

• 21 GCSE subjects.

• Exam board specific.

• Available on computer, phone or 
tablet.

• Apps available for Android and 
Apple.

What’s included?



Independent learning and revision 
materials:

• Each topic contains a playlist of 3-5 minute 
videos called “Pods.”

• Pods contain all key words, facts, quotes 
and labelled diagrams for full 
understanding.

• Can be watched online or downloaded for 
offline viewing (like BBC iPlayer).

• Students can organise Pods into playlists 
and favourite Pods to return to (like 
YouTube or Spotify).

What’s included?



Data from over 2,200 students shows 
that higher GCSEPod users are more 
likely to exceed their predicted grades 
by a larger margin than those who 
don’t use GCSEPod. 

High academic year usage yielded a 
greater impact than high usage in just 
the exam period.

On average, highest users received 3 
grades higher across their subjects 
than predicted.

High Users = average 122 Pods watched in academic year

Medium = average 34 Pods watched in academic year 

Low = average 6 Pods watched in academic year 

Non Users = 0 Pods watched in academic year

When used effectively, GCSEPod can 

have a BIG impact on final grades: 



In the car

Travelling

At the gym

At home

On the paper round

Travelling to and from school

To the shops

At school

My son found the GCSEPods very handy as 

he could listen to the videos on the school 

bus in the morning.

He did really well in his GCSEs so we both 

appreciate your resources very much.

Parent

Anywhere, anytime



1. Make learning and revision much more manageable.

2. Enhance subject knowledge recall.

3. It allows you to get involved with your child’s 

progress.

4. Improve your child’s confidence and motivation.

5. Pre-made exam playlists help to organise revision.

6. Takes the stress out of learning.

How GCSEPod can help your child



Tips for using GCSEPod with 

your child

1. Watch online or offline! Download Pods to a 

mobile device before travelling.  This way you 

can make normally wasted time into productive 

learning time.  

2. Create Playlists! Use the My Playlist area to 

create bespoke playlists on topics that they may 

find challenging. This gives fast access to Pods 

that will help to fill in knowledge gaps. 

3. Use memory cards! Watch the Pods and then 

together write key facts, dates, diagrams and 

quotes. Then test their knowledge to see how 

much they remember. 

Top Tip* Turn it into a competition and reward your 

child for correctly answered questions.



Your child can access GCSEPod by following the instructions below:

www.gcsepod.com

Or, if they’ve already activated their account, they can simply enter their username and password. 

http://www.gcsepod.com/
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Mr Merson

Assistant Principal – Director of 

Maths

julian.merson@astrea-longsands.org



GCSE exam structure

Three 90 minute papers.  

Paper 1: non-calculator.

Content can appear on any paper.

Higher tier (grades 9-4)….

….Foundation tier (grades 5-1)?



Progress in maths
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82 2 2B F 104 3 22

30 3 3B H 74 5 44

68 5 5C H 84 5 16

78 2 2B F 92 3 14

98 6 6C H 127 7 29

41 3 3A H 57 4 16

44 4 4C H 80 5 36

95 3 3C F 136 4 41

191 9 9C H 214 9 23

39 3 3A H 70 4 31

106 3 3B F 146 4 40

89 2 2A F 137 4 48

114 6 6A H 157 8 43

103 3 3C F 138 4 35

46 4 4C H 65 4 19

148 7 7A H 170 8 22

22 U U2 F 23 U 1

68 5 5C H 102 6 34

55 4 4B H 101 6 46



Self-help strategies

Active, independent learners who:

• Make mistakes…..

• ….and do something about them.

• Attend maths clinic 
(Wednesday/Thursday 3.15-4.30pm)

• Use Heggarty Maths

• Ask, find out, discover, review, reinforce



Active learners…

…students improve their 
maths by doing maths



Mr Martin

2 i/c Science

peter.martin@astrea-longsands.org



Preparation for End of Unit Tests

• At the end of each unit there is a test.  Use 
GCSE Pod to revise.

• Revision and prep work essential.

• Visit Science Clinic if you are struggling.

• Use the revision guides and the free online 
text book (on Kerboodle).



Science Clinic

Every Thursday Science clinic is staffed by Biologists, 

Physicists and Chemists.  Bring your Science problems to 

us and we will be happy to help you…



Physics Equation Sheet



Kerboodle Access



Buy Our Recommended Revision Guides

16/09/2019 28

• Shortly we will open up orders on 

Parent Pay for revision guides –

please order them if you can.

• These will be used regularly in 

class and will be a useful tool for 

help with home learning and 

revision.   

• Students need to have access to a 

scientific calculator – please 

ensure that your child is properly 

equipped.  



Six Steps to Success

1) Revise for End of Unit Tests 
and Mocks

2) Attend Science Clinic 
regularly 

3) Learn your Physics Equations

4) Make Use of Doddle and  
Kerboodle (including the free 
online text book) 

5) Buy/use the revision guide(s)

6) Use GCSE Pod throughout the 
year



Miss Fox

Head of English

Isabelle.fox@astrea-longsands.org



English Curriculum Overview 

1) 2 GCSEs 

2) 100 quotations 

3) 16 questions 

4) 50 pieces of contextual 
information 

5) 25 technical terms 



How far through the course are we? 

 19th Century Text 

 Shakespeare Play 

 Paper 1 

 Poetry Anthology 

Modern Text 

Unseen Poetry 

Paper 2 

Spoken Language Exam



“You can’t really revise for English”

1. Learn key quotations 
2. Practise the skills on 

example questions
3. Engage in lessons-

discuss, participate, 
think 

Examiners on the Literature exam: 
Students that “know their texts 
really well and have things to say
about them” will always be 
rewarded.  

Examiners on the Language exam: 

Students need to have strategies to 

tackle new texts, make sense of 

them and be able to make insightful 

comments.

Examiners on the Language exam: 
Students need to have strategies to 
tackle new texts, make sense of 
them and be able to make 
insightful comments able to make 
insightful comments.



Mrs Carpenter

Examinations Officer

margaret.carpenter@astrea-

longsands.org



Mrs Hills

Head of Year 10

Stephanie.hills@astrea-longsands.org



Key Stage 4- Who’s who?

Mr Owen 
Senior Assistant Principal, 

Director of Key Stage 4

Mrs Hills 
Head of Year 10

Miss Rose 
Head of Year 11

Miss Saunders 
Assistant Head of Year

Mr Breakspear 
Deputy Head of Year

Mrs Stockwell 
Senior Support Officer

Mrs Jordan
Student Support 

and Admin Officer
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Uniform – thank you!



Communication

From the 
Academy

• Newsletter

• in-touch

• Social 
media

• Principal’s 
weekly 
message 

To the 
Academy

• Form Tutor

• Key Stage 4 
Student 
Support 
Team

• Head of 
Department

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjDx-ek2cTdAhWHD8AKHbLjBjQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.communicationmatters.org.uk/&psig=AOvVaw1nsfPqphrdpy8F6Bgkrkxo&ust=1537365059219819


Key Dates

Work Experience Information Evening
Wednesday 6th November 

PR1 
Wednesday 20th November

Year 10 Exams
w/b 27th April and 4th May

Year 10 Parent Consultations
Thursday 11th June

Work Experience
w/b 29th June

Thank you for attending this evening.
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