
As summer break arrives I am reflective of 
the year that has passed and of all the hard 
work and achievements that have taken 
place here at Longsands Academy. What is 

abundantly clear is that the summer holidays are a welcome 
reward and time for both students and staff to rejuvenate, and 
for families to reconnect without the routine of school days. 

The Academy celebrated our students success on Thursday 11 
July, much of which would not be possible without the dedication 
and commitment of the staff who teach and support them; more 
information about the evening is detailed on page 16.  

On the subject of celebrations I was delighted to attend an 
Astrea Awards evening in May at which the Trust celebrated the 
passion and professionalism that enables all of our students to 
learn.  Amongst those colleagues shortlisted from across the 26 
Astrea schools were staff from Longsands Academy.  Whilst the 
individuals noted below are highly deserving of acknowledgment 
I want to take this opportunity thank the whole staff body for 
what is a collective effort in ensuring our students learn, grow 
and achieve.    

Astrea Awards 2019 Nominees: 

Secondary Teacher of the Year: Mr Blacow, Teacher of Maths 
(retires from teaching this summer) and Mr Ivett, Head of 
Chemistry.  (Mr Ivett was announced winner in this category!). 

Commitment to Inclusion: Mr Breakspear, Deputy Head of 
Year (KS4). 

Community Impact Award: Miss Saunders, Deputy Head of 
Year 10. 

Outstanding New Teacher of the Year: Mr Stephenson, Teacher of 
Science and Mr Mellors, Teacher of MFL. 

Innovator of the Year: Mr Owen, Senior Assistant Principal and 
Miss Fox, Head of English 

Volunteer of the Year: Mrs Emanuel, Senior Support Officer (Key 
Stage 5). 

Support Staff Member of the Year 
(Education): Ms Dowling, Senior 
Science Technician, Mrs Potts, 
Teaching Assistant and Mrs Jordan, 
Student Support Officer (Key Stage 
4) and Work Experience Coordinator. 

Support Staff Member of the Year 
(non-education): 
 Mrs Hall, Administration Manager and Mrs Jarvis, Data Manager. 

Continuing on the theme of success, a number of our students 
Nathan, Katie, Edward and Lillian entered the regional Big Bang 
Fair competition with a project on Bio-plastics. They conducted 
research into plastic production and plastic pollution to get an 
idea of the scale of the problem, then, using their research from 
STEM club last year, the students produced a number of samples 
of bio-plastics and tested their durability. During the competition 
a display was produced and the team presented their research, 
findings and conclusions to judges who awarded them not on the 
Junior Chemistry prize but also the Senior division Sustainability 
prize. The prizes came with a £400 cash prize as well as granting 
them entry into the national finals.  We are hugely proud of the 
tem and the teachers who have lead the STEM Club throughout 
the year. 

For the next academic year I am delighted that across several 
departments we have improved curriculum materials and 
textbooks which will benefit both our students and 
teachers. Furthermore, Longsands has been successful in 
securing capital funds which will allow us to modernise the 
library into an up to date resource centre, work on this will 
commence in September.   

I wish all our students and families an enjoyable and relaxing 
summer break. 

Mr Hywel Jones 
Principal 

We were delighted to welcome parents to the Academy on 24 April 2019 to meet with our Principal, Mr Jones, 
and the Senior Leadership Team. During the meeting Mr Jones outlined his key priorities for the Academy and 
also addressed some concerns prior to opening the floor to questions. We would like to extend our thanks to 
everyone who attended and, as promised on the evening, we can confirm the dates for the future evenings will 
be: 10 October, 4 February and 29 April - on each occasion the meetings will be held between 6.30 - 7.30 pm in 
the Ritchie Hall. We look forward to seeing you there! 



 

We would just like to remind you that family holidays should not be booked during term time. Schools may only authorise leave of 
absence requests in exceptional or unavoidable circumstances. We will not authorise family holidays being taken in term time as 
learning is disrupted and the lost time is detrimental to the educational progress of the child.  

We ask parents who feel it is absolutely unavoidable that they take their annual holiday (or any other proposed special occasions) 
during term time to notify the Academy, by completing a Leave of Absence form, at least four weeks in advance of the proposed date, 
explaining the circumstances. It is important that no travel arrangements or bookings are made prior to you receiving a response from 
us in relation to your request. 

Any parent who takes a child out of school for term time leave for 6 consecutive sessions (3 days) or more, not authorised by the school 
(under the exceptional circumstances rule), will receive a Penalty Notice. Absences are unauthorised because they are neither 
exceptional nor unavoidable.  A penalty notice of £60 is issued per parent/carer per child. 

Wherever possible we do try to avoid issuing fixed penalty notices for leave of absence requests. However, when these are clearly for a 
family holiday, due to the regulations, we are unable to do so. As a result of 62 unauthorised family holidays this year the students 
involved have accrued 381 days of absence and 1902 hours of missed learning time which can sadly never be replaced. 

Mrs K Baker 

We wish a fond farewell, and our very best wishes for the future, to the following colleagues who are leaving us this term: 

Linda Albone  Nicola Andrews  Neil Blacow  Sophie Burr-Walpole  Anne Davies  William Davitt  Natalie Doyle  Jonathan Elliott  
Nicola Filshie  Angie Fisher  Tracy Griffiths  Andrew Hynes  Kathryn Jones  Hugh Miller  Lewis Miller  Debra Mobin  Jacqueline 
Powell  Mary-Ann Sebborn  Megan Shreeves  Georgia Whitbread  Nick Wong  Isobel Woodger  Melissa Yeoman. 

Four years ago, we introduced the prestigious Arkwright Scholarship scheme 
at Longsands Academy. Arkwright is a charity which awards scholarships to 
16 year olds who they deem future leaders in engineering. Scholars receive 
£600 to spend on their studies and are given a mentor from the field of 
engineering. They get work experience and other opportunities throughout 
their sixth form studies. The scholarships are highly respected by universities 
and employers and are very difficult to get.  

Longsands has a track record of great success with Arkwright. Our past 
Arkwright Scholars are: Emily J (2016), Matthew C (2017), Cliona B (2018), 
Thomas H (2018) and Evan M (2018). Only around 400 Year 11s are awarded 
a scholarship each year, nationally, representing around 25% of those who 
apply and for a school to have consecutive successful applicants is very rare.  

This year we are delighted to announce that Year 11s Sam K and Yasmine M 
have received Arkwright Scholarships. Sam's project was to build a fully functioning 3D printer. Yasmine's was to build a parabolic 
reflector to improve WiFi signal at home. Both candidates sat a challenging Aptitude Test and then attended an interview at the 
University of Cambridge. Sam and Yasmine will be invited to collect their awards and meet their sponsors at an awards ceremony in 
London in the Autumn. 

We are very grateful to Bob Southall from the Rotary Club of St Neots St Mary’s for his coaching throughout the process. If any Year 
10s are interested in applying for an Arkwright Scholarship next year they should speak to Miss Bell who runs the programme.  

Miss K Bell 

At Longsands Academy, we pride ourselves on developing a stimulating, knowledge-rich and rigorous curriculum. 
We believe that keeping abreast of the most relevant and recent research-based practice allows us to move 
towards outstanding outcomes for all our young learners. With this in mind, we are delighted to have produced the 
first issue of the Longsands Education and Research Network (LEARN) magazine. 

Mr A Hewitt  



 

On 16 July, a group of Year 10 students were invited to Trinity College, University of Cambridge for the day as part of our KS4 careers 
focus. We went to a talk on tyranny in the Byzantine Empire, lead by a current PhD student at Trinity.  The students were invited to 
examine texts written by Procopius and the emperor Justinian.   

We met ex Longsands student Melissa, who has just finished her first year studying maths at Trinity.  Melissa gave our students a guided 
tour of the college, including going into the Wren library where we saw Newton's own annotated copy of Principia Mathematica as well 
as writing by Wittgenstein and the mathematician Ramanujan. Trinity College generously gave us lunch in the Great Hall, where 
students sat on the long benches under a portrait of Henry VIII. After lunch Melissa did a Q&A session, telling us about her experiences 
this year. We then had a session on A Level choices and university. A key message: Cambridge is affordable for everyone. Several 
students commented that they would now aim to apply to Cambridge in the future.   

Thank you to Trinity College for their hospitality, to Melissa Quail for giving up her time to show us round, and to Mrs Chilman and 
Miss Saunders for coming on the trip. 

Kate Bell - Most Able Champion 



 

Congratulations to Ava Milne and George Cherry who have been awarded at the School Physicist of the 
Year awards at the Open University, in association with the Ogden Trust.  

This is a very prestigious, national prize and both students should be very proud of this achievement. 
The winners and their families/guests were treated to a talk on Comets and Asteroids, and a talk on 
Quantum Computing, following a reception with food, drinks, photographs and poster presentations 
from Open University students on a range of interesting topics.  

Well done to both Ava and George, who also picked up £25 in amazon vouchers. Please see below the 
comments that were read out for both students as they received their award: 

“Ava is an extremely talented Physicist who picks up concepts very quickly and has a fierce 
determination to make sure her understanding of topics is fully secure. Her phenomenal work ethic and 
natural inquisitiveness has led to very impressive performances throughout her school career.  We look 
forward to seeing how she does in her GCSEs and beyond.’’ 

“George is a hard-working and diligent pupil, with an excellent aptitude for Physics. He has been keen 
to apply himself to Science throughout school, completing his Bronze CREST award in year 9. He has 
performed outstandingly this year and has the potential to go far in Science. Well done, and best of luck 
in the future!’’  

All of the students below were also nominated for the awards based on their excellent performance 
throughout the year and in their Physics mock exam (where they all achieved a grade 9). You have all 
had a very impressive year, keep up the good work! 

(Boys) Sam B, Finn G, Mohamed H, George C, Reece T (Girls) Millie-May B, Taylor M, Hannah M, Ava M, 
Lara S, Olivia D, Maisie H, Abi P, Emma P. 

Mr P Martin 

In the last week of June, 70 Year 7 students visited Henry VIII’s 
magnificent Hampton Court Palace. We saw many grand and 
impressive areas of the palace, and got to learn more about 
Thomas Wolsey, Henry VIII and the Tudor family.   

One of the many brilliant rooms was the chapel where a replica 
of Henry VIII’s crown was on display. We also enjoyed seeing the 
real tennis court as well as the palace kitchens.   

The gardens were fantastic, but the best part was the famous 
Hampton Court Maze.  

We would definitely recommend a visit! 

Jamie S and William W 



For general communication, please call 01480 353535 or email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org   

To report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or email absence@astrea-longsands.org   

To be as cost effective as possible when we communicate with you, we endeavour to email correspondence home whenever possible 
so please make sure you have supplied us with a current and valid email address, which you can update via the SIMS Parent App.  

We also like to share students achievements and successes via our social media channels. Why not connect with us there too?  

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial      Find us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/longsandsnews 

 

Exam results will be given out in Longsands Academy Library from 
9.00 am until 11.00 am on Thursday 15 August (for A Level and 
level 3 results) and on the 22 August (for GCSE and level 2 results). 

On the 22 August, the Sixth Form team (along with staff from 
subject departments) will be on hand to assist with any queries 
from 9.30 am. 

If you are unable to be there in person on the day, you can obtain 
your results by using one of the following options: 

Provide a stamped, self-addressed envelope (preferably A5) 
before the end of term. 

Send an email  to the Examinations Manager, Mrs Carpenter, via 
margaret.carpenter@astrea-longsands.org with a contact email 
address for you. We will send out results from mid-afternoon on 
the results day. 

Give someone a letter giving your permission (and naming the 
person who will be collecting), which can be shown to the exams 
staff (along with ID) by someone collecting results on your behalf. 

Mrs M Carpenter 

From 5 July to 23 October, you can apply for a course using Clearing if you’re not already holding an offer from a university or college, 
and the course still has places. 

You can use Clearing if: 

 you’re applying after 30 June 

 you didn’t receive any offers (or none you wanted to accept) 

 you didn’t meet the conditions of your offers 

 you’ve declined your firm place using the ‘decline my place’ button in Track 

How does Clearing work? 

Clearing is how unis and colleges fill any places they still have on their courses. It's an ideal way for you to find another course. You find 
courses (with vacancies) that interest you, and contact universities or colleges directly, to see if they will offer you a place. 

If you haven't already applied, you need to register and make an application, but you’ll only be able to add a choice after you’ve 
submitted it. We’ll send you a welcome email, with details of how to access Track, and your Clearing number. We’ll also tell you the 
steps you need to follow – ask for advice, search for vacancies in our search tool, then contact unis and colleges to try to find a place – 
see below for more details. Once you have permission from a uni you want to go to, you can add the course in Track. 

This, and additional information regarding accepting and/or declining university offers can be found on the UCAS website: https://
www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing  

mailto:enquiries@astrea-longsands.org
mailto:absence@astrea-longsands.org
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.capita.sims.mobile.parentapp&hl=en_GB
http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews
mailto:margaret.carpenter@astrea-longsands.org
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing/declining-your-firm-place-track
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing


 

As we come to the end of another successful year, the PE 
department would like to thank all students who have excelled 
whilst representing the Academy in all competitions and events 
and wish you a relaxing summer holiday. We would like to finish 
by sharing the highlights of a fabulous summer term of sport. 

Sports day: Students showed vast amounts of Longsands spirit and 
healthy competition across numerous track and field events. 
Over 300 students participated in the 800m and 1500m alone, 
earning vital extra points towards the overall sports day 
Champions trophy for Year 7, 8 and 9. We had some incredible 
individual performances across all year groups, with the following 
students breaking long standing school records: 

Year 7 Boys Shot Putt - Fred T - 10.60m 

Year 8 Girls Discus - Keeley H -  21.79m 

Year 8 Boys 100m - Mario R - 11:82 & Zain J 2nd 12:03  

Year 9 Boys 800m - Ben J - 2:14.80 (equaled) 

Year 10 Boys Shot Putt - Tom G -13.95m 

Each year we award 1 male and 1 female student the prestigious 
Victor and Victrix Trophy for the Highest Individual Achievement 
from the day’s performances. This year our winners are: 

Victor: Ben J for equaling the 800m school record of 2 minutes 14 
seconds. 

Victrix: Daniella D for winning the Year 10 girls 75m Hurdles, 100m 
& 200m sprint. 

After a full day of hard fought competition, personal bests and 
outstanding effort the overall Sports Day champions are as 
follows: Year 7 - CKK, Year 8 - BJD, Year 9 - AFI, Year 10 - MDP. 

Congratulations to all, and a special thank you to John Marmion 
who returned as announcer for the day. 

Continuing with success in Athletics, this half term we have also 
competed in the Annual Huntingdonshire District Athletics with 
notable overall and individual performances. Results are as 
follows: 

Year 7 - Overall Champions 

Year 8 - Overall Champions 

Year 9 - 2nd Place 

Year 10 - Overall Champions 

With exceptional performances in Year 7 and 8 competitions; 
Year 8 with Keeley H winning Girls Discus setting a new District 
record of 22.71m. Poppy P winning Year 8 girls 300m, Nyahleh S 
winning Year 8 girls Shot Putt with a distance of 7.70m and 
Amelia F within striking distance of a new PB in the Year 8 girls 
800m. Eva H winning Year 7 Girls Long Jump and Javelin. Year 8 
Jack W winning Discus with a distance of 22.20m, Zain J winning 
Year 8 boys 75m Hurdles in 12.30 and 400m in 1:02. Aedan L 
winning 1500m in 5:03. 

This season we have also seen one 
of our Year 11 students, Kenyah S, 
having great success and 
representing Cambridgeshire at the 
English schools championships 
finishing in a highly respectable 8th 
place. This is an immense 
achievement, congratulations 
Kenyah. 

Outside of athletics we have also 
enjoyed our summer team 
competitions with the following 
results. In girls District Rounders 
we were delighted to win the Year 10 competition after a 
fabulous sunny afternoon of matches, with other Year groups 
also competing fiercely, results are: Year 7 - 3rd, Year 8 - 6th, 
Year 9  - 4th, Year 10  - Champions. 

Congratulations to Riley H who 
represented Cambridgeshire at the 
Eastern Region Inter-County Swim 
Meet 2019 at the UEA Sports Park in 
Norwich.  

Great news too for Darcy B who 
qualified for the English National 
Heptathlon which will be taking 
place in Exeter during September. 
Good luck Darcy! 

In the Cricket this year our Girls took 
part in the U13 Lady Taverners 
competition finishing 4th in the finals. In the Boys cricket our U13 
team: 

- Beat St Ivo at Eaton Socon cricket club. 

- Beat The Leys in Cambridge 

- Beat Hampton College in Peterborough. 

- Made it to the Fred Trueman final in Stamford to face a strong 
side. We scored 61 all out against a strong bowling attack. We 
unfortunately lost as Stamford got to the 62 total for 6 wickets.  

Our thanks to Eaton Socon cricket club for their contribution 
to training/coaching students and allowing us to use their 
facilities. 

U15 Cricket won the Fred Trueman competition beating Neale 
Wade at Houghton and Wyton cricket club on the 17 July, 
Longsands posted 128 off 20 overs (Joe J our top run scorer with 
52). Neale Wade got to 103. Well played gentlemen! 



 

What an exciting and uplifting end to the Academic year we have 
had in Year 8!   

On Friday 5 July, 65 students enjoyed the rewards trip to Harry 
Potter Studios. As well as enjoying the Forbidden Forest and 
iconic Platform 9 3/4, ButterBeer was savoured before we 
entered Gringotts Bank and Diagon Alley.  Finally, students had 
the opportunity to spend their pocket money in the gift shop. I 
noticed a number of wands being waved on the coach back to 
Longsands as well as some other rather fetching purchases, but 
all had wonderful memories of the day.   

We have also just completed the Year 8 Race for Life on Tuesday 
16 July. Huge thanks has to go to Mr Lampett for organising our 
students who ran, jogged or walked the 5km to raise a fantastic 
amount of money for Cancer Research. Whilst the required 
distance was 5km, some students went above and beyond this 
and completed 9, 10 or 11kms in the time, so a special 
congratulations to them! Once we have a final total raised we will 
share it with you, but we are very proud of what they have 
achieved. 

After a very busy year, I hope that you all take time to rest, relax 
and enjoy spending time with your families this summer and I 
look forward to seeing you all in September as Year 9. 

Mr J Powell 

It is hard to believe that the Year 7s have completed their first 
year of secondary school! 

The academic year has ended with internal examinations and I 
am pleased to say the Year 7s conducted themselves extremely 
well on their first experience in such a formal environment.   

This half term there has been an informative and enjoyable trip 
to Hampton Court and it was a wonderful sight to see all 
students participating in Sports Day and cheering on their 
classmates as they competed for the Year 7 cup.  

We have had an Assembly delivered by The Cambridgeshire Fire 
and Rescue service on water safety with some very important 
messages regarding students staying safe around open water. 

Year 8 students from the Longsands LGBTQ club have also been 
visiting Year 7 tutor groups to educate and inform about some 
the issues facing LGBTQ students and to offer support to those 
who need it.  

I wish students a wonderful, safe summer holiday and I look 
forward to welcoming them back refreshed in September.  

Mrs S Postins 

The summer term has proved as busy as ever as the Year 9s have been working hard towards their exams. The experience of needing to 
revise, of being in the sports hall and being organised and well planned for each exam has enabled the students to gain valuable lessons 
about exams and what it will be like in just a few years time. It has been refreshing to see such hard work and dedication and the 
students should get the rewards that they deserve. 

Our student leaders have once again been instrumental in ensuring that the new Year 6 students had a wonderful 2 day experience at 
Longsands. The Leaders were very proactive to ensure that the Year 6s were guided to the right places and were given a real sense of 
the working day.  

We also celebrated the achievements of so many Year 9 students in our last assembly as a Year 9 team. Towards the end of term they 
will start to make the transition into Year 10 and I wish them all every success for the future! 

Miss K Bingham 



 

Congratulations to the 23 Year 8 students who were successful in their applications for the role of Year 9 Student Leader for the next 
academic year. These students submitted a written letter of intent and completed an interview before being carefully selected for the 
role.  

The Student Leaders are an essential part of the student body assisting the KS3 team with whole school events such as Transition Days 
and are a shining example of the core principles encouraged here at Longsands. Well done to: Bethany C, Lily M, Mia M, Nellie C, Matei 
P, Jack L, Lucy G, Matthew U, Layla B, Alfie F, Louise A, Noah F, Millie H, Sophie G, Emma W, Katie Z, Kamile J, Isobel B, Lily M, Hannah 
W, Lucy J, Amelia F and Isabella F.  

Mr J Lampett 

Junior Maths Challenge In April, 30 of our high-flying Year 7 and 8 maths students 
took the Junior Maths Challenge. This is a multiple-choice exam designed to make 
them use their maths skills to solve interesting and unusual problems. Our students 
achieved some of their best results so far and 7 students were awarded gold 
certificates (Isaac T, Nathan J, Thomas F, Adam W, Emily D, Coby J and Oscar W). A 
further 7 students achieved silver certificates and 9 were awarded bronze 
certificates – well done to all involved! 

Excitingly, Isaac, Nathan, Thomas and Adam were also invited to take part in the 
Junior Kangaroo competition, competing against several thousand other students in 
the UK. We look forward to receiving the results to find out how they did! 

Primary Maths Challenge In June, Longsands hosted the Primary Maths Challenge, a 
competition for Year 6 pupils. 9 local primary schools sent teams to take part in a fun 
day of stretching maths. The teams had to take part in 7 different rounds, including solving a logic puzzle, answering as many questions 
they could in a challenging cross-number and racing against the clock in a round based on the ‘Countdown’ numbers round. The day 
ended with a relay round, with Year 6s competing physically and mentally to answer as many questions as they could. All the Year 6 
teams did really well and enjoyed both getting stuck working on some interesting maths and managing to get themselves unstuck again. 
Particular congratulations to the team from Kimbolton Primary Academy who came first and the two teams from Crosshall Junior School 
who came second and third. 

We couldn’t have run the competition without the Year 10 maths leaders who were absolutely brilliant. You looked after the teams 
really well, making sure that everyone had a fun day. Thank you very much to Jaimee B, Kira W, Ava M, Emily S, Taylor M, Daniella D, 
Molly M, Rebecca M, Anastasia A, Ben M, Amit S, Maisie H, Kamile T, Ella B, Leonie W, Luke F and Euan L. 

Miss J Philpott 



 

The Physics Department are planning to run our traditional trip to visit CERN in 
Geneva, Switzerland. The trip will be open to Year 12 and 13 Physics students in 
the next academic year (current Year 11 and 12 students). This is a really 
fantastic opportunity to visit what probably is the most advanced and well 
respected scientific institutions in the world.  

The trip, dates and details are not confirmed as yet but it will likely be from 3-6 
April 2020 and will cost in the region of £550-650. It will include a guided tour 
of CERN and the United Nations Palace of Nations. In addition, we are hoping to 
include a day trip to the beautiful Swiss capital of Bern to visit an excellent 
Einstein museum and the house that Einstein lived in when he lived in Bern. We also plan to take a cable car up to Mont Salève (which 
will take us into France), a boat cruise of Lake Geneva as well as free time exploring the old town of Geneva.  

It is sure to be a great trip and a fantastic opportunity to see the inspirational work of CERN.  

If you have any questions please get in touch with Mr Martin or Mr Blake at the Academy. 

Mr P Martin 

As the warmer weather arrives, students are reminded to get into the habit of bringing a reusable water bottle to school, 
which they can top up at break and lunch. This is especially important on hot days and when students have PE, when they 
are more likely to want to rehydrate (please note fizzy drinks and energy drinks are prohibited).  

Mrs R Hall 

The History Department would like to thank all Year 8 students who participated in this year’s Young Reviewers 
competition. Students were asked to read a piece of historical fiction and then write their own book review 
explaining what they thought about the book and how well it matches up to their understanding of history. The 
department were incredibly impressed with the quality of work that pupils produced and selecting a winning 
entry was tough.  

The department would like to congratulate Freya B on winning this year’s Young Reviewers competition with her 
thoughtful and engaging review of Lucy Inglis’ Crow Mountain. Once again, thank you to all pupils who took part 
in the competition, we hope you found it a rewarding and enjoyable experience.   

Mr J Milne 

 

Red2Green offers day opportunities for adults (16+) with learning disabilities and autism. By supporting people with learning 
disabilities, on the autistic spectrum or living with mental ill health they help them achieve goals in training, education, work, 
friendship or fun.  

They offer innovative and personalised opportunities in a safe environment in their modern barn conversion in a peaceful 
countryside setting.  They take every opportunity to get out and about, meet new people, experience different activities and 
generally play a part in the community 

They can offer one-to-one support to anyone taking part in their activities and because their unique rural location, Red2Green 
have their own transport service which can also be a useful next step to helping people live more independently.   

Red2Green are running holiday clubs throughout the summer at a reasonable cost, the information can be found at:  
https://www.changingtheredlightsgreen.co.uk/holiday-clubs1.html 

Please contact Red2Green directly if you would like additional information. 

Mrs P Martin-Morales 

https://www.changingtheredlightsgreen.co.uk/holiday-clubs1.html


 

Following a formal interview process at the end of last term, we are delighted to announce the recruitment of 17 successful students 
who will form the new Senior Prefect team. An overwhelming number of students applied for this position, and it was an extremely 
competitive process.  

The Senior Prefect Team have already made a start on their work. Regular meetings are already taking place, Prefects have chosen the 
Committee they would like to work within and they have already started to make an impact on the Academy environment. Earlier this 
half term, they led a whole Academy cake sale to raise money for dementia which was a huge success. They also acted as excellent 
ambassadors for the Academy following the visit of the Chinese students. During this week the Prefects hosted the students throughout 
the 5 days they attended Longsands Academy and due to their hard work and commitment, the students thoroughly enjoyed their visit. 

At our recent Awards Evening, our Year 11 Head Boy and Head Girl spoke about their time at Longsands and their role in the Senior 
Prefect team. Tara and Gabriel said ‘To finish our Longsands Academy journey as Head Boy  and Head Girl has been a real pleasure; it’s 
been so fun to work with such an amazing group of people throughout the year, and we couldn’t have asked for a better senior prefect 
team to have led. We’d also like to thank the staff members at Longsands. We cannot thank you all enough for the continual support 
and encouragement you’ve given us. A special good luck to the new Head Boy, Ben W and Head Girl, Milly M. We hope you enjoy your 
year as Head Boy and Head girl as much as we did.’ 

Miss K Saunders 

This term has been a busy and fulfilling one for Year 10 students, and we have seen many successes in academic endeavours as well as 
outside the classroom. Year 10 students have been dedicating themselves to improving on the grades they attained in the Year 10 
Mock Exams, and to acting on the guidance they received at Year 10 Parents' Consultations. I'm delighted to see so many students 
regularly attending afterschool clinics and interventions in order to make the most of the support that is on offer. The clinic timetable 
will be reissued for the new Year 11 in September to allow students to maximise their progress in their crucial final year of GCSE study. 
Summer Progress work has been set for every student for every GCSE subject, to ensure that they are prepared for the rigours of Year 
11. This should be completed to a high standard in advance of the first day back in September, and students are also advised to spend 
some time in the summer break to plan their revision for next year.  

Mrs Martindale, Mrs Jordan and I were delighted to hear praise of so many of our students who worked hard, learned new skills and 
impressed their employers during their Work Experience week - see page 9 for details. As I write, our Year 10 Careers Festival is 
underway, and students are benefitting from a range of information, advice and guidance from employers, colleges and  universities, 
with the aim of broadening their horizons and encouraging them to aspire to appropriate post-16 pathways.  

Year 10 students have continued to shine across the Academy this term. Our Awards evening on 11 July saw many Year 10 students 
rewarded for their hard work and progress. I was thrilled to present our Year 10 'Spirit of Longsands' Winner, Jordan C,  with her award; 
she has overcome adversity and really pushed herself to be successful this year. Year 10's final Sports Day was a fantastic event, with 
many students beating personal best times, and a school record in the shotput was smashed by Tom G, who threw an astonishing 
13.95m. I was delighted by the large numbers of students who participated and supported their peers, and the positive atmosphere on 
the day.  

Finally, I'd like to take this opportunity to congratulate Year 10 students on everything they have achieved this year, and to wish all 
Year 10 students and their families a safe, enjoyable and restful summer. I look forward to seeing our new Year 11, in full uniform, on 
Monday 9 September 2019.  

Miss F Rose 



 

The GCSE examinations concluded for Year 11 on Monday 17 June. Students in Year 11 should be congratulated for their outstanding 
effort and exemplary conduct throughout the examination period. We wish them all the very best for their GCSE results which can be 
collected from the Longsands Academy Library from 9 am on Thursday, 22 August. 

It was our pleasure to celebrate with Year 11 at the Prom which took place at the Burgess Hall in St Ives on Thursday, 4 July. It was a 
fantastic event and enjoyed by all. (A selection of photos from the event can be seen below.) 

Students in Year 11 are now looking forward to continuing their education at a Post-16 destination. Those students who have decided 
to study at the Astrea Sixth Form St Neots visited the Academy on Tuesday 9 July for their induction day where they were able to 
experience taster lessons in their chosen subjects. We wish them all the best for their new venture at a Sixth Form, College or 
Apprenticeship provider and their future endeavours.  

Mrs S Hills 
Head of Year 11 



 

We have collated Summer Progress Work for all students in Year 9 and Year 10 to complete to help consolidate their learning and 
prepare for the next academic year. All subjects have set guided tasks which each represent around 30 minutes of work. This work will 
be monitored by each subject teacher in the first lesson back in September.  

The revision timetable from GCSEPod will be useful for students to use from September to ensure there is a regular revisiting of subject 
content, using GCSEPods which have proven so popular this academic year.  

Mr N Owen 



 

We spend many hours talking with students about work, encouraging them to 
think about work, to choose jobs and plan their careers but all of this is pointless if 
students don’t have an opportunity to get their hands dirty and do something that 
constitutes real work. This is why we take pride in our work experience 
programme and why it forms a crucial part of our overall careers strategy.  

Staff received some wonderful feedback about our students which suggested that 
they were able to manage and respond to the challenges in the workplace. Some 
employers were so impressed that they offered part-time jobs to many of our 
students. 

We hope that this experience will have an impact on our students’ career choices 
and that it will help to raise aspirations. 

Following the placement week, students will have a dedicated fortnight of 
reflection (Careers and Pathways Festival) where they will be given time to 
consider the skills they have learnt, improve their CV and hear from impartial 
experts about the different pathways available to them at both 16 and 18.  

A big thank you to Mrs Jordan for all her efforts in supporting students to find a 
placement and well done to all students involved! 

Mrs K Martindale 

This year our large group of Year 10 Language Leaders have worked tirelessly in 
supporting the MFL department to promote the importance of learning languages 
across the Academy and in the wider community. They have impressed us with their 
professionalism and drive in their lessons in local primary schools, at whole school 
events and through their projects, which have included making podcasts and writing 
foreign language storybooks for our students to enjoy.  

The Language Leader Award is available nationally and helps students learn to lead, 
using language teaching as the medium. Throughout the year, they develop their 
leadership skills, which has helped our Language Leaders this year gain considerably in 
confidence.  

Previous Language Leaders have said: 

“You get to put your language into practice and it gives you an experience from the teachers’ point of view”. Maciej M 

“It was interesting creating activities and seeing the primary students doing them”. Ben W 

“I enjoyed teaching at the primary school as it gave me an experience of public speaking.” Emily S 

Please see Mrs Fengler or Mrs Allden if you are interested in becoming a Language Leader. 

Mrs C Allden 

One of the benchmarks of excellent careers provision is to provide students with encounters 
with further and higher education and we are delighted to report that, after our successful 
careers and pathways festival, all students in Year 10 have had at least one such encounter.  

In addition to this, some students were invited to attend university taster days to experience 
first-hand what university is like. The event also enabled pupils to listen to trained experts 
talking about apprenticeships, college courses and being successful at CV writing and interviews. 
At the end of the fortnight we will be expecting students to reflect on the information, advice 
and guidance they have received and we hope that all of our students are able to make an 
informed choice about their post 16 and 18 options.  

More advice and guidance, in the form of a one to one session with a trained adviser, will be 
available next year and I will be writing home with additional details nearer the time. 

Mrs K Martindale 



 

It’s been a busy term in the Languages department and we are delighted to share some of our highlights with you! Mrs J Swainston 

We were thrilled to hear that Maddie 
L has been named runner up in the 
Year 7-11 category of this year’s 
Oxford University Flash Fiction 
competition.    

The University of Oxford wrote that 
“the judges were very impressed by 
the overall standard of entries, but felt 
that Maddie’s story deserved 
particular credit, commenting that it 

was a ‘perfectly formed narrative that will make the reader 
smile; a story that was particularly outstanding in imagination 
and creativity, as well as enthusiastic engagement with the 
target language.’” 

Mr Jones was delighted to present Maddie with her certificate 
and to talk to her about her story. Mrs Swainston, Maddie’s 
French Teacher, is incredibly proud of Maddie for her 
achievement.   

Thomas F and Isaac T  entered a National French pop video 
competition organised by the Institut Français. They came 
second in the Eastern region narrowly missing out on a place in 
the national final. There were over 90 entries nationally. 

The boys have been awarded a £100 book token for the school. 
Well done Thomas and Isaac! 

On 26 June we were pleased to welcome 37 students from Inda-
Gymnasium, Aachen, Germany on their annual visit to 
Longsands. The day started with a workshop sharing jokes in 
German and English including a joke-telling competition with 
our Year 9 students.  

Our German visitors loved their lessons in Science, Maths, 
English and Geography and later on in the day had fun trying on 
Longsands uniform before spending the afternoon in St Neots 
with some of our Language Leaders. 

 

We were very pleased to host a group of 20 students from the 
Lanzhou Senior High School in China earlier this term. 

The student spent the week in lessons with our Year 10 prefects 
and were fortunate to be here to experience our sports Day 
which they thoroughly enjoyed. The week culminated in a 
farewell ceremony with heartfelt tributes from the Chinese 
students for the care and friendship shown to them by their 
Longsands buddies during their time with us.  

The Vice Principal of Lanzhou Senior High School also expressed 
his appreciation for the warm welcome they had received at 
Longsands. 

 

Normandy: During the first week of July, 36 students from Years 8/9 went on our joint 
History/French trip. They gained invaluable experience hearing and speaking French, 
whether by ordering crepes in a market, taking part in a fencing lesson in French, or buying 
souvenirs. It was an immersive experience of History too, from the incredible colours on 
the Bayeux tapestry to the emotive archive footage of WW2 and the enormous American 
military cemetery near the beaches of D-Day. The trip is always a highlight of the school 
year, improved even further by a guided tour of Mont St Michel from Mr Milne, our 
resident architectural historian. The group was a credit to the school, described as 
'magnificent' by the French group leader and 'excellent' by the coach driver.  

Bonn: Also in July, 32 of our Year 8/9 students headed to Bonn for a 5 day trip packed with 
activities and visits to enrich their understanding of German culture and language. This 
included a return visit to our partner school Inda Gymnasium and a private tour of UNESCO 
world heritage site, Aachen cathedral. Students had ample possibilities to practise their 
German and we were impressed with how enthusiastically they engaged with any 
opportunity to speak German. All in all a wonderful trip with an exceptional group of 
students who received high praise from the staff at our partner school for their excellent 
behaviour. 



 

We are very proud of all students who participated in the County Championships (Athletics) in 
Peterborough on Saturday, 8 June. Very well done to you all: 

Junior Boys: 
Richie T, 1st - 1m.54 High Jump 
Ben J, 1st - 42.5 300M 
Jaiden B, 1st - 14.2 Hurdles 

Inter Boys: 
Joe W, 3rd - 4.40 1500M 

Junior Girls: 
Amelia F, 3rd - 2.41 800M 
Nyahleh S, 2nd -  8.02 shot 
Keeley H, 2nd - 21.88 Discus 

Inter Girls: 
Daniella D, 2nd - Hurdles 14.00 
Ella F, 1st - 1.45 High Jump 
Darcy B, 1st - 4.60 Long Jump 
Erin T, 5th - 4.21 Long Jump 
Alicia A, 5th - 800M 2.47 
Caitlin G, 2nd - 38.69 Hammer 
Caitlin G, 4th - 19.64 Discus 
Kenya S, 1st - Shot 11.55 
Kenya S, 1st - Discus 23.65 

We are very excited to share how proud we are of our 
Year 12 students who took part in the FXP Games 
Competition at Cambridge Regional College on 6/7 
July.  All students who attended worked incredibly hard 
and two of the teams won prizes and certification as 
follows:  

 Games Development FE Category - 2nd and 3rd prize 

 Games Concept FE Category - 3rd prize  

Prizes included tickets to EGX, goodies from ARM and 
Table Flip games vouchers.  

Well done to them all and huge thanks to Mr Koncewicz 
for giving up his weekend to be there supporting them.  

Mrs C Chilton 

This year's Duke of Edinburgh programme has seen over 60 students work 
towards their Bronze Award and 16 students undertake their Silver Award. 
Here at Longsands, we pride ourselves on ensuring our students have the 
opportunity to take part in this internationally recognised award scheme. 

The Bronze cohort completed a team-building weekend in Norfolk in late 
March, followed by a practice walk near in the Grafham area in May. They 
successfully completed their assessed expedition in Bedfordshire a month 
later, which will now go towards their final award. Students have worked 
extremely hard to complete every assessed section (physical, skill and 
volunteering), gaining valuable experience in a variety of different activities 
in the community. Silver students have also been working hard alongside 
their exams, successfully competing two challenging expeditions in the Peak 
District. 

I would like to say a huge congratulations to all students that have taken part in DofE this year; they have been a credit to themselves 
and the Academy. This fantastic opportunity would not be possible without the time and effort so generously given by the numerous 
members of staff that dedicate their after school time and weekends to ensuring students get the most out of their DofE journey. 

We look forward to welcoming the next Bronze DofE cohort in September. 

Mr  B Dickerson 

Mr S Hood 



Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial  

Find us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/longsandsnews  

Find us on YouTube  

Our thanks to all students who participated in the Year 8 charity 
Race for Life, and to those who raised vital funds for Cancer 
Research UK. 

I would also like to thank all staff who came out to support and act 
as race marshals during the event, as well as all of the ‘behind the 
scenes’ departments, without this collective effort the event would 
not be possible.  

The atmosphere was a really positive one with our Year 8 students 
fully embracing the spirit of Race for Life. 

There were some stand out individuals on the day with Aedon L 
running 14km in total, Amelia and Isabella F running 12km each and 
Richard J running 7km. A special moment for us all was Luis G 
running with a sign for Mr Hynes.  

In total students have now raised £1,975 for a really fantastic cause!  

Mr J Lampett 

Please can parents of our new Year 7 students ensure they fully complete and return the Student Information Admission 
Form as soon as possible, and before the end of term, so that we can process all of the new details prior to the start of 
term in September. 

We very much look forward to welcome all our new Year 7 students on Friday, 6 September 2019. 

Mrs L Hall 

On Thursday, 11 July we held our second Awards Evening and we were delighted by the 
huge numbers of students and parents/carers who attended. 

The young people who were nominated for awards represent the wider student body, many 
of whom demonstrate our core values. However the students nominated are the pinnacle 
of our school community demonstrating determination, the amassing of subject knowledge 
and exemplary behaviour. We are certain the traits they demonstrate will stand them in 
good stead to be happy and contribute fully to both the Academy community and wider 
society.   

These awards allow us to celebrate the reason that all staff at Longsands have entered this 
noble profession. Nothing gives greater satisfaction to an educator than to witness the 
youngsters in their charge absorb, thrive and enjoy that which they are being taught.    

We are immensely proud of the achievements that are being recognised and look forward 
to the year ahead as students progress and develop towards the next year of Awards 
nominations! 

Mrs C Greaney 

http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg
http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg?app=desktop
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews

