
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 July 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Summer Update 
 

Our final term of the year has been very busy with examinations, trips and other opportunities across the Academy. 
Students have been working hard and staff have been supporting their efforts both in and beyond the classroom. We 
are aware that there have been a number of positive changes over the past few months of which you will find a 
reminder below, along with some other useful information about changes to come in September.  
 

The School Day 
The timings within the school day are being adapted to reduce the number of transition periods throughout the day.  
We envisage that such a change will benefit both students and form tutors during an extended registration and will 
allow for a greater focused start to period 5. 
 

8.45 am – 9.05 am     Tutor Time 
9.05 am – 10.05 am     Lesson 1 
10.05 am – 11.05 am    Lesson 2 
11.05 am – 11.30 am     Break 
11.30 am – 12.30 pm    Lesson 3 
12.30 pm – 1.30 pm    Lesson 4 
1.30 pm – 2.10 pm    Lunch 
2.10 pm – 3.10 pm    Lesson 5 
 

School Uniform and Equipment 
We would like to thank parents, carers and students for the support in the full implementation of our school uniform.  
The change in perceptions from external stakeholders, and the pride with which the students wear the uniform, have 
been noticeable during this academic year.  We would like to take this opportunity to reinforce our expectations on 
uniform and refer you to the uniform information that has been shared on a number of occasions previously.  We 
would like to draw particular attention to the compulsory need for socks to be plain black socks and shoes to be 
suitable for smart office wear.  It is also important that students are wearing correct PE kit and that this is in school 
on the appropriate days of the week as per their timetable.  Please also ensure that your child is fully equipped for 
their learning with a full range of stationery items including highlighters, a green pen, geometry set (to include a 
protractor, pair of compasses), 30 cm ruler, coloured pencils, a standard HB pencil, rubber, sharpener and a scientific 
calculator - students in Key Stage 4 are recommended to use one of the following models:  

 

 Casio fx-83GT PLUS or its solar powered equivalent fx-85GT PLUS (older models being phased out, but still 
absolutely suitable) 

 Newer models just coming in:  Casio fx-83 GTX or its solar powered equivalent fx-85GTX 
 

Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices 
As a reminder, mobile phones, earphones, headphones, smart watches and other similar electronic devices with 
internet connectivity, must not be used, seen or heard during school hours. This step in limiting the use of mobile 
phones has fostered greater positive social interaction amongst students, in particular at break and lunchtimes and is 
already having a positive impact on the wellbeing of students, as well as benefiting them academically.  We expect 
that parents and carers will support this policy. Whilst we take online safety very seriously, we need the help of families 
in keeping our students safe online. We would encourage you to both monitor and limit your child’s ‘screen time’ out 
of school, and to act as role models for ensuring that online activity is not harmful or threatening in any way. Please 
see appendix 1 to be reminded of the approach towards mobile and electronic devices. 
 

 



 

Same-day Detentions 
At Longsands Academy we believe that every student should have the right to an outstanding education which allows 
them to make academic progress.  As such our students must be allowed to learn in a positive environment, where 
their successes are celebrated and disruption, of any kind, is kept to an absolute minimum.    
 

To support this belief we will be adopting a new system of detentions from September 2019 thus further strengthening 
our behaviour policy. I outlined to all year groups when I was appointed that we would change the detention system 
in September, and the details of this will be shared further with students on their return in September, however, the 
main thrust of our new system will be an after-school centralised detention system. Where a student has not met 
expectations during the school day, specifically disruption of lessons, non-completion of homework and a trend of 
uniform non-compliance they will be required to stay behind until 4.00 pm at the end of the same school day.  Parents 
will be notified via email where a detention has been applied at 2.30 pm each day: where a detention has been applied 
after 2.30 pm, a phone call home will be made prior to the detention taking place. This has been used by a number of 
departments in the school, and we wish to make across the school.  Detentions will be staffed by Middle and Senior 
Leaders. For those students who would normally catch a bus at the end of the school day there will be a minibus to 
transport them home at the end of the detention. Many schools have moved to this system of detentions over the 
past few years.  We know that parents and carers are keen that we have high behaviour expectations and this system 
will help to support these expectations. 
 

Attendance 
All students should aim for 100% attendance.  Where possible medical and dental appointments should be arranged 
outside of school hours or during school holidays. We would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that we 
are unable to authorise any family holidays during term time and that any absence for this purpose beyond three 
school days will be subject to a fixed penalty notice.  We therefore request that all family holidays are booked in school 
holiday time. If your child does require leave of absence during term time for an exceptional circumstance please 
complete the appropriate form to request this prior to any arrangements being made. 
 

Heads of Year 
The Heads of Year for September 2019 are confirmed as follows.  I am certain that they are looking forward to working 
with their year groups, supporting both students and families as necessary: 
Year 7  Miss K Bingham 
Year 8  Mrs S Postins 
Year 9  Mr J Powell 
Year 10  Miss F Rose 
Year 11  Mrs S Hills 
Year 12  Mr T Walker 
Year 13  Dr D Cullen 
 

All students will receive assemblies before the end of term, and again at the start of the academic year, to ensure they 
are fully aware of our expectations around behaviour and the changes to Heads of Year and the school day.  
 
We would like to thank all parents and carers for their support over the past academic year and look forward to seeing 
Year 7 and 12 students on Friday 6 September and all other students on Monday 9 September. We hope all of our 
families have a safe, happy and enjoyable summer. 
 

Parent Teacher Association 
During the next academic year we will be looking to establish an active Parent Teacher Association to support the 
school.  If you would be interested to lead on such a venture we would like to hear from you.  Please contact my PA, 
Mrs Todd, at principalspa@astrea-longsands.org who will be in contact with you in September to arrange a time for 
us to meet.   
 

Finally, thank you for your support of Longsands Academy and I wish you and your family a wonderful summer break. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr H Jones 
Principal 
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