
As we draw to a close of my first half term 
as Principal I have been delighted to see 
the wide range of activities and events our 
students have enjoyed, both during the 
school day and outside school hours. It’s a 
huge privilege to lead a school in which so 
many staff are committed to enhancing 
the learning experiences for our students, 

furthermore it is their hard work and enthusiasm that makes our 
clubs and trips so popular with our student body.    

Our Girl’s PE department have spent a weekend at Condover Hall 
during which time 48 students represented Longsands in a 
netball tournament.  The young ladies were terrific ambassadors 
for the school demonstrating exemplary conduct and 
determination against some very tough competition.  

The Barcelona trip departed on the last Thursday of term and we 
hope that all staff and students recover from a very early start to 
enjoy a busy schedule in which they will immerse themselves in 
the Spanish culture.  

More Duke of Edinburgh expeditions will take place at the start 
of half term and we hope that the good weather we have been 
enjoying continues  for them. 

Some members of staff and students have been gripped by the 
annual music-fest that is the Eurovision Song Contest.  Whilst the 
UK didn’t fair too well, the future may look brighter as Longsands 
has two budding linguists competing in a National French pop 
video competition organised by the Institut français. I was 
thrilled to present certificates to Thomas and Isaac who wrote 
and performed a song in French and produced a video to 
accompany it. They came second in the Eastern region narrowly 

 

missing out on a place in 
the national final and the boys 
have been awarded a £100 book 
token for the school, we are 
incredibly proud. 

The exam season has now 
commenced with students 
approaching them in a mature and 
calm manner. Students have 
already shown a great deal of 
support for one another and it is 
encouraging to see so many students are appreciative of the 
extra revision and preparation sessions being run to bolster their 
knowledge and chances of success.  

I’ve very much enjoyed meeting more staff, students and parents 
as the half term has progressed. A particular highlight for me was 
the opportunity to meet with parents at the information evening 
on Wednesday 24 April at which I spoke about my priorities for 
the school. It is my commitment to hold Parent Information 
evenings each term so that parents, as key stakeholders within 
our community, have the opportunity to talk directly to us on a 
range of topics that are so important to us all. 

This half term has also seen the introduction of all students 
wearing the new uniform, they certainly do look smart. 
Furthermore the change we are making after half-term to make 
sure that mobile phones are not seen or heard during the school 
day will help students to concentrate better in lessons and will 
encourage them to socialise at break time and lunchtime, and 
has been overwhelmingly supported by parents. 

Mr Hywel Jones 
Principal 

Congratulations to Amy Huynh whose outstanding design was the winner of our Longsands 
Community Garden Project. A special mention goes to our runner up Andrei Derbenev  and 
third placed Amy Thorpe for their fantastic designs too. Amy will now work alongside 
professional designers to help make her garden become a reality. As part of her prize Amy 
received a design tablet to assist her with future designs. 

The Community Garden Project is funded by Cambridgeshire Police and is a wonderful 
opportunity for the St Neots Community and Longsands students to work collaboratively 
with surrounding businesses and organisations. We look forward to moving ahead with 
Amy’s design and creating a wonderful space for Longsands students to enjoy for many 
years to come.  

Mr J Lampett 



 

 

We thought parents might find some information around attendance useful, specifically in relation to absence rates. Department for 
Education figures show that Cambridgeshire’s state secondary school pupils missed 5.3% of their lesson time in the 2017-18 academic 
year. Of those absences, more than a quarter were unauthorised, including truancy or for family holidays for which permission had not 
been granted. 12% of the 29,471 pupils enrolled in secondary schools were classed as persistently absent, meaning they missed at least 
10 per cent of their total learning time.  

Cambridgeshire’s state primary school pupils missed four per cent of their lesson time on average, with more than 20% of absences 
unauthorised.  

Among primary pupils, 8% were persistent absentees. Absence rates increased slightly in secondary schools compared to 2016-17, 
when 5.1% of sessions were missed, and also increased slightly from 3.8 per cent in primary schools. 

In total, it means around 3,400 pupils were missing from primary and secondary school on the average day in 2017-18. The number of 
fines handed to parents for their children’s absence increased five-fold last year. There were 4,131 penalty notices issued in 2017-18, 
up from 768 in 2016-17. Last year, 93% of the fines issued were for unauthorised holidays. 

Here at Longsands our attendance last year was higher than the national average but this does not mean that we can afford to be 
complacent. It is very important to us that all students are in school all of the time to enable them to maximise their learning. We do 
urge parents to ensure that students are in school every day, unless they are clearly too ill to attend, and to book all family holidays in 
school holiday times. 

Mrs K Baker 

Our Year 12 BTEC L3 Computing students had a great day at the University of 
Suffolk’s Computing taster day on Thursday, 16 May.  

They had a full day of lectures and practical sessions covering some key 
specialisms that they can study at university such as: Cyber Security, Website 
Design, Games Design and Games Programming.  

They will experience all of these topics in the BTEC so it was a really useful 
event to attend.   

They were a real credit to us, a truly fantastic group of students! 

Mrs C Chilton 

Many thanks to the members of our local community whom I have had the pleasure of meeting over the past few weeks. This has 
generally been in response to dog walking on the Academy site and I would like to thank local residents for their understanding 
that this is not permitted.  

However, I would like to say a particular thank you to the three ladies I spoke with last Saturday who were a pleasure to speak 
with but also raised a point that we felt it was necessary to share with parents. This relates to parking outside properties in the 
Kings Lane / Avenue Road area. Please can we request that parents observe road markings, including double yellow lines, and park 
with consideration when picking up students.  

I am pleased to have had a number of lovely conversations where people have reminisced about either their own time at 
Longsands or that of their children. I consider that we are very fortunate to have such understanding and interesting neighbours. 

Mrs C Greaney 
Vice Principal 



 

Once again, we have been celebrating the success of the our 
Year 8 students in their Young Enterprise ventures. So many 
fantastic products were made and sold, with some companies 
even making profit! Congratulations to the winning company: 
Twigs and Beautiful Bits! 

Another highlight of this term was our trip to the Shri 
Swaminarayan Mandir in Neasden. The students learnt a great 
deal from the exhibition about Hinduism and were in awe of the 
sheer beauty of the mandir itself, with ornate carvings and calm 
and tranquil atmosphere. The arti prayer ceremony we saw 
performed by the priests was humbling and the resonance of the 
conch shell being sounded will forever stay with me. The 
students behaviour on the trip was impeccable and made me 
very proud to be seen in London with them representing the 
Academy in such a positive way. 

Mr J Powell 

A short but busy half term for Year 7. It was a pleasure to 
welcome parents and students to the recent consultations. We 
hope parents and students found the meetings useful and 
constructive.  

We are pleased to see students making the most of the summer 
sports’ clubs and we are also seeing growing numbers of 
students enjoying the new revamped Breakfast Club, giving 
them a good start to the day.   

A small group of students have also attended a Learning 
Performance workshop designed to help students improve their 
learning skills that will prove useful well beyond GCSEs. It was 
quite inspirational to hear students claiming they “couldn’t ever 
remember anything” and 10 minutes later recalling some quite 
complex words.  

Finally, a reminder that as the weather improves it is even more 
important that students bring refillable water bottles into 
school.  Water is oil for the brain! 

Mrs S Postins 

There needs to be a special mention to the Year 9 student leaders who are always wonderful representatives of our school. This term 
has been no exception and many leaders have been showing visitors around the school and working closely with our 'Challenge 
Partners' who spent at least 3 days with us. It is always warming to hear how lovely, polite and well presented our students are. Thank 
you all and well done from me. 

I would also like to thank and congratulate the Year 9 students who volunteered their ideas towards a garden project. A special mention 
to Andrei Derbenev who came runner up for the project and to Amy Huyuh who won overall. Great job. 

Finally, well done to all the students who were selected to play Netball over the weekend, a great time had by all - and as always, 
represented themselves and the school very well. 

Miss K Bingham 

We have a large amount of lost property in KS3 which is currently on a table just outside the KS3 office - if your child has lost 
something, please ask them to come and have a look. 

Mrs L Gavigan 

All student will shortly be receiving advice and information prior 
to the Academy’s internal examinations for Key Stage 3.  

These exams will be after half term and some will take place in 
the Sports Hall (where public examinations are also held). The 
exam timetable will be shared in due course.  

This can seem daunting at first to students but it is in their 
interests to become accustomed to the formal environment in 
preparation for their own GCSEs and A Levels. 

Mrs H Breakspear 
Senior Assistant Principal: Director of KS3 



 

Our Year 8 students have been taking part in an ‘Enterprise Challenge’. Each class was challenged to 
create a business using a box of basic raw materials. The classes came up with a business name and 
allocated roles within the class to mirror that of an organisation.  

The competition culminated in a trade fair and a final presentation. The Enterprise Challenge enabled 
students to develop their enterprise skills; teamwork, creativity, determination and communication. 

The winning business was ‘Twigs and Beautiful Bits’ who won the Enterprise trophy and a Pizza Party! 
Congratulations and well done Year 8! 

Mrs J Powell 

Huge congratulations to Matei Pessda in Year 8 for successfully completing his iDEA Silver Award.  Matei has 
shown great determination in taking the time both in and outside of his Computing lessons to achieve the award 
and we are very proud of his accomplishment.  

Matei will now act as class expert during our iDEA badge lessons every half term until the gold award is released 
later this year.  

More information about the Duke of York’s iDEA programme can be found at https://idea.org.uk  

Well done Matei! 

Mrs C Chilton 

The Key Stage 3 team will be visiting the primary feeder 
schools to meet our new cohort of students.  

We are very proud to be taking some Year 7 students back 
to their primary school to assist with delivering the lessons 
to their former school friends. We know they are very 
excited too!  

This is an important time for Year 6 students and we 
appreciated how nervous they may be feeling—so it is 
wonderful for their old friends to see them with 
reassurances and advice. 

Mrs K Griffiths 

https://idea.org.uk


 

Following their success in the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge, 7 students 
were invited to take part in further rounds of the maths competition. Daniel 
Payne, Rob Folkard, Jacob Broadley, Max Bicknell, Lucy Davies-Parratt, Ava 
Milne and Ethan Barrett all sat another exam in March and we received their 
results a few weeks ago.  

Six of these students took the ‘Pink Kangaroo’ paper, which is an international 
competition with students from about 50 countries all over the world taking 
part. All of our students performed well, but Rob Folkard and Lucy Davies-
Parratt stood out by managing to be placed in the top 25% internationally and 
were awarded certificates of merit.  

Ethan Barrett qualified for a different exam, the Intermediate Maths Olympiad 
Maclaurin paper. This paper is aimed at the top students within the UK, 
requiring them to demonstrate their problem-solving and reasoning skills. 
Ethan  performed well and earned a certificate of merit. 

Mrs J Philpott 

As the warmer weather arrives, students are reminded to get into the habit of bringing a reusable water bottle to school, 
which they can top up at break and lunch. 

This is especially important on hot days and when students have PE, when they are more likely to want to rehydrate 
(please note fizzy drinks and energy drinks are prohibited).  

Mrs R Hall 

The Computer Science department is excited to share with you how incredibly impressed they 
are with their team of students who worked hard for several months building and programming 
a robot to compete in the Hills Road Sixth Form annual Robocon. 

Yasmine Mountaser (Year 11) led the team carrying out the programming element; while students 
from Year 9 (Joel Salerno) and 10 (Finn Gregorious), supported by our Year 12 veterans from last 
year (Luke Connelly, Liam Myrdal and William Somers), helped to build the robot during lunchtime 
sessions ran by Mrs Lassey. 

Finn joined Yasmine at the competition during the Easter break on 10th and 11th of April 
competing against schools from across the region in several challenging rounds before securing 
3rd place. 

We congratulate the team members on this fantastic achievement and would also like to thank 
the student’s parents for their support during the competition.   

Mrs C Chilton 

 

Many thanks to Daniel Thorpe, a former Longsands student, who returned to deliver a 
workshop on user experience (UX) and quality assurance procedures to our Year 12 BTEC L3 
Computer Science students on Thursday.  

Daniel now works for Citrix, a leading multinational software organisation in Cambridge, as 
a Software engineer specialising in quality assurance and testing. It was a real pleasure to 
see that Daniel has secured such an impressive role that utilises his natural talents in 
computing. Talents that were evident during his GCSE and A-Level studies with us. Daniel 
truly loves his job and this was demonstrated throughout the workshop.   

We look forward to Daniel returning next year to inspire our next cohort of computing 
students.  

Mrs C Chilton 



 

The summer term began with the final 3 teaching weeks for Year 
11 students. On Friday 10th May, the final teaching day was 
marked by a celebratory assembly, time with form tutors and the 
collection of ‘Leavers 2019’ commemorative items such as 
yearbooks and hoodies. Year 11 also received ‘Last Day Letters’ 
which included messages of ‘Good Luck’ from the Key Stage 4 
team and parents/carers. 

As courses were completed, the focus within lessons shifted to 
revision and practicing examination technique. The students 
continued to make use of online resources to support their 
revision such as GCSEPod, Tassomai and MathsWatch and 
engage with the subject clinics on offer during lunchtime and 
after-school. We are incredibly proud of how students 
approached this final run-in with determination and a serious 
focus to succeed.  

Students have now begun their new timetables which consist of 
subject specific support sessions alongside their GCSE 
examinations. There are also a number of optional breakfast 
clubs and after-school sessions on offer. Students are reminded 
that, throughout the examination period, they are required to be 
in full school uniform when in the Academy and sign in and out 
with Key Stage 4. We have been immensely proud of the superb 
conduct and effort of Year 11 during the GCSE examination 
period thus far.  

We encourage students to make the most of their half-term 
break by devoting time to planned, targeted revision and also to 
some well-deserved rest and recuperation. The Academy will be open for independent revision in the Library and also for some subject-
specific sessions. (Please see the timetable pictured for some information.)  

We look forward to celebrating the end of the academic year at the Year 11 Prom which will be held at the Burgess Hall in St Ives on 
Thursday, 4 July, 7-11 pm. The GCSE results will be available for collection on Thursday, 22 August. 

Mrs Hills 
Head of Year 11 

This term saw the Year 11 Senior Prefect Team complete their 
final committee work. Whilst the Raising Awareness and 
Outreach committee completed the majority of their events in 
the beginning of their Prefect careers, the Editorial committee 
have worked tirelessly behind the scenes over the last 8 months 
to create an exceptional Leavers Yearbook for their year group. 

The Academy remain impressed with the effort, commitment 
and ambition from the Senior Prefect Team and each individual 
should be proud of the achievements they have made. 

Attention has already shifted to the recruitment of Year 10 
students who have applied to join the Senior Prefect Team. It is 
an extremely great opportunity for students to take on this role 
in the Academy, helping to build their confidence, 
communication skills and ability to work as a team.  

We received an overwhelming number of applications and 
formal interviews have taken place this week.  

We are extremely excited to work with this year’s Senior Prefect 
Team.  

Miss K Saunders 

In April, Warwick University held a residential course for Year 10 
students interested in exploring careers in STEM subjects 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths).  

Our five day residential was a great way to experience university 
life, and look at the interesting paths physics in engineering can 
take you on.  

We were able to listen to  physicists and engineers talk about 
their work, including one who was working on the Large Hadron 
Collider at CERN and developing James Webb space telescope, 
the successor to the well-known Hubble telescope.  

We thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to work with students 
from other schools in teams building rocket fuelled carts with 
the help of the Bloodhound SSC team and stargazed in a 
planetarium.  

Overall, it was a great 
experience and we really 
enjoyed it. 

Maisie Handcock  
and Daniella Dickinson 



 

A short but successful half term for Year 10 concludes this 
week, and our students have much to be proud of. They have 
faced their mock exams with determination and resilience, and 
have managed the natural stress that comes at times of 
examination.  

Mrs Carpenter, our Exams Officer, has commented that 
conduct in the exam hall has been superb from the 
vast majority of students, and that the experience has prepared 
them well for the challenges ahead in the next academic year. I 
would like to thank all parents/carers for their support during 
this important time. 

Our attention now turns to a period of review and reflection, as 
students identify strengths and areas to improve as their 
teachers return exam papers and give feedback.  

On Wednesday 5th June, parents/carers will receive Progress 
Review 3, which will give a full set of forecast grades. Parents' 
Consultations on Wednesday 12th June will then provide an 
ideal opportunity for students, parents/carers and teachers to 
meet to discuss progress and next steps. 

The final term of the year also brings the opportunity of Work 
Experience, and I am delighted to see that the majority of 
students now have an excellent placement lined up for 1st-5th 
July 2019. Any students with queries about work experience 
should come to Key Stage 4 to receive support from 
Mrs Jordan. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all parents/
carers for their support of our uniform policy; visitors to the 
Academy have frequently commented on how smart our 
students look, and how well they represent the Academy.  

Centralised detentions are now being issued to the very small 
number of Year 10 students who are not in the correct uniform, 
following a period of reminders and communication with 
parents/carers. I am delighted to report that the amount of 
students detained each day is dwindling fast, and I thank for 
parents/carers for their support in resolving identified 
concerns.  

As we move into the final term, the Academy looks forward to 
welcoming the new Senior Prefect Team, who have been 
appointed this week; the standard of our applicants was 
extremely high and we are all delighted to be working with 
such an impressive team of students. 

Miss F Rose 
Head of Year 10 

Two common issues which many KS4 parents/carers will face at 
the moment are supporting students through external exams 
and preparing students for work experience placements. 

I hope this information shown on the right, is of use in 
appraising parents/carers of some key information on both 
topics.  

Mr N Owen 



 

As an Academy, we subscribe to GCSEPod which affords all Key 
Stage 4 students the opportunity to stream or download short 
podcasts on all aspects of our GCSE subjects, tailored to the 
particular exam board we use.  

This year, I am delighted to report that our students have so far 
watched over 30,000 podcasts! Earlier this term, we received a 
certificate from GCSEpod when we reached 25,000, telling us that 
we were part of an exclusive club.  

What we do know is that our students watch many more than the 
average for students in schools of our size. This is a testament to 
their commitment and dedication. 

Mr N Owen 

We are very proud of Sam and Yasmine 
in Year 11 who got through to the final 
stage of selection for Arkwright 
Engineering Scholarships. They are 
pictured here with the project 
portfolios that they presented at their 
interviews at Cambridge University.  

We will hear in a few months whether they were successful.  

Miss K Bell 



 

Our school needs you! Help us win £5,000 of National Book 
Tokens for the school library - and get £100 for yourself!  
Enter via http://nbt.gift/schools  

On the 4th April, 40 A Level students flew out to the 
USA for our biennial History, Politics, Geography and 
Geology Trip. Our first destination was New York, 
where we stayed for 4 nights. On the first day we had 
a tour around the United Nations Building, 
understanding more about the role and influence of 
the UN and how it is organised. After a walking tour 
around mid-town Manhattan, we then took in a game 
of Ice Hockey at Maddison Square Gardens.  

Over the following days, highlights included a visit to Ellis Island, walking over the 
Brooklyn Bridge, visiting the 9/11 Memorial, seeing the views from the top of Empire 
State Building, a walking tour of Harlem and dinner at Hard Rock Cafe in Times Square.  

We left New York to visit Philadelphia, where we explored Philadelphia's Historic 
District; congratulations to Tia Thorne for winning the Rocky Steps race at the entrance 
of the Philadelphia Museum of Art! We ended our trip with a 2 night stay in 
Washington DC, visiting the Capitol Building, having a walking tour of the Presidential 
and War memorials, walking over the Memorial Bridge to visit Arlington National Cemetery and watching the Washington Wizards play 
the Boston Celtics in a Basketball game. 

Particular thanks to Mr Dickerson, Miss Rose and Mr Wayman for helping to lead the trip and the students for their excellent company 
and conduct throughout the trip. We are looking forward to planning the 2021 trip already! 

Mr N Owen 

Our thanks to Connor Wallis, Alfie Lindsey-Gentle 
and Harrison Salmon who helped to serve 
refreshments at the Easter Performing Arts 
Show. In addition to serving them, the boys also 
dedicated time to prepare the 8 dozen iced cakes 
in their Year 11 Hospitality lesson.  

Connor Wallis made his own truly amazing 
costume in keeping with Mr Griffiths' space 
themed show on Thursday, 4 April.  

Ms P Hopewell 

In May we took 48 students from 
Years 7, 8 and 9 to compete in the 
annual netball tournament at 
Condover Hall. 

Our teams performed well against 
fierce opposition in this highly 
competitive tournament and it was fabulous to see Longsands 
students displaying skill, sportsmanship and spirit throughout the 
group stages. Well done to Year 8a who qualified for the Year 8 Cup 
knock out stages. All results from the weekend are as follows: 

Year 7a - 5th, Year 7b - 6th, Year 8a - Cup 4th, Year 8b - Plate 4th, 
Year 9 - 4th. 

We look forward to returning next year for Condover Hall 2020, 
ready to compete! Dates to be confirmed. For more pictures and 
results please see our reports on Twitter and Facebook. 

Miss C Osborne 

http://nbt.gift/schools
http://nbt.gift/schools


 

Earlier in May we communicated details of our new mobile phone policy. We would like to thank the numerous parents who have been 
in touch to confirm their support of the new policy. 

As detailed in the letter, we have now taken the decision that mobile phones, earphones, headphones, smart watches and other similar 
electronic devices with internet connectivity, must not be used, seen or heard during school hours. This is effective from Monday 3 
June. Please see our FAQs below for more details. We believe that this next step in limiting the use of mobile phones will foster greater 
positive social interaction amongst students, in particular at break and lunchtimes. It should have a positive impact on the wellbeing of 
students, as well as benefiting them academically. 

We hope the majority of queries are answered within our FAQs, however if you should have any further queries please do not hesitate 
to contact me at the Academy via enquiries@astrea-longsands.org   

Mrs C Greaney 

No Mobile Phones to be Used, Seen or Heard - FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) 
 

What does this change in approach mean in practice? 

From Monday, 3 June 2019, students can bring a mobile phone into the Academy but must switch it off and store it in their bag (not their pocket) when 
entering the school site in the morning. Headphones, earphones, smart watches and other similar electronic devices with internet connectivity must 
also be removed and stored in their school bag (not in their pocket). Mobile phones and the other devices listed above must then remain switched off 
and out of sight at all times on the school site. This includes break and lunchtime. 

 

What will happen if a student’s mobile phone is used, seen or heard? 

 The device will be confiscated and kept securely. 

 Parents/Carers will be contacted if a device has been confiscated. 

 On the first confiscation, students can collect the device from 3.10pm on the following school day on which it was confiscated from the admin 
office. Parents will be informed regarding all confiscations. 

 For the  second and subsequent confiscations the device will be collected by parents/carers from 3.10pm on the following school day from 
main reception. 

 If the confiscation occurs on a Friday, students can collect the device from 3.10pm on the following school day. Alternatively, parents may 
choose to collect the device themselves between 3.10-3.30pm on the Friday. Where a confiscation occurs on the final day of a half-term, 
students may collect the device at the end of the school day. 

 Any defiance towards staff when a phone is confiscated will lead to serious consequences, for example time in isolation or a fixed term 
exclusion. 

 

What if my child needs to contact me during the day? 

Students should go to the relevant key stage office who will be able to assist them by telephoning you. 

 

What if I need to contact my child? 

Please telephone reception, 01480 353535, who will be able to pass any urgent messages on to your child. 

 

What about after school clubs and activities? 

If your child attends an after school club or activity they will be allowed to use their phone after school to contact you to arrange to be picked up. 

 

What about trips and fixtures? 

We recognise that being able to contact parents regarding return times is essential, and that many parents will want to retain regular contact with 
their child on residential visits. Students will normally be free to use their mobile phone on all trips and fixtures, any changes to this will be exceptional 
and at the trip leader’s discretion. 

 

What about using mobile phones for learning in lessons? 
We believe that mobile phones are too easily used as a distraction from learning. The vast majority of activities that teachers have instructed students 
to use phones for can easily be achieved in other ways; therefore phones are also not to be used, seen or heard in lessons. In the exceptional event 
that the use of a mobile phone is considered to be necessary to support learning in a particular lesson, staff will give students prior notice.  

 

What are the rules for Sixth Formers? 
Sixth Form students are able to use their mobile phones whilst inside the Sixth Form building only. In the exceptional event that the use of a mobile 
phone is considered to be necessary to support learning in a particular lesson, staff will give students prior notice. Any other instance of a Sixth Form 
mobile phone, or other device, being used, seen or heard will result in the device being confiscated following the above procedure. 

 

Our aim is that all students will follow our expectations giving no cause for confiscations to occur. 



 

Pupils from primary schools around St Neots gathered at the Priory 
Centre on 29 April to participate in a foreign language poetry festival. 

The event, which was led by Mrs Fengler and Mrs Allden at Longsands 
and Ms Plowman at Ernulf and supported by Year 9 students from 
Ernulf Academy, was an opportunity for children to experience poetry 
in French. Children from Years 2/3 from Great Staughton, Kimbolton, 
Winhills and Round House Primary Academies all took part in the 
event and performed ‘La Semaine des Souris’ which means ‘The week 
of the Mice’. The children took part in French-themed activities before 
culminating in a whole group performance of the poem.       Mrs C Allden 

Longsands Academy gives high priority to improving school attendance and punctuality. The aim is to raise student and parent 
awareness of this issue and highlight the benefits of good attendance. Recent assemblies and focus groups carried out with the 
students emphasised the fundamental importance of high levels of attendance. Simply being here day in and day out provides 
continuity of learning, a more settled atmosphere and, in the longer term, the opportunity for the best possible GCSE and other grades. 

To help support students we launched our new Attendance Programme in February targeting all students with 93-96% attendance. A 
member of staff met with students once a week to review their previous week’s attendance. If attendance had improved they would be 
given a small reward and praised. If attendance had gone down they would ask the students for the reasons and discuss if the absence 
could have been avoided. I am pleased to report 71% of students on the programme improved their attendance over the 6 week period 
which has also had an impact on our overall attendance. More attendance programmes to follow… 

Mrs K Baker 



Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial  

Find us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/longsandsnews  

Find us on YouTube  

 

  LUNCH AFTER-SCHOOL 3.10-4.30 

MONDAY 
VOLLEYBALL – HJC – NEW GYM 

– YEAR 7 8 9 10 11 

BOYS/GIRLS CRICKET CLUB- TWW JJB KES - ASTROTURF - ALL YEARS 
  

ATHLETICS CLUB – SAH LCM HJC  JSH SSH COO  – TOP FIELD – ALL YEARS 
  

NETBALL – COO SAH KES – CONDOVER PRACTICE – INVITE ONLY 

TUESDAY 
HIGH JUMP - SSH – NEW GYM - 

YEAR  7 8 9 10 11 

BASKETBALL – MR MILLER – OLD GYM – YEAR 7 8 9 10 11 
  

SOFTBALL – HJC – AVENUE OF TREES – YEAR 10 11 
  

GIRLS RUGBY – BJS – ASTRO – year 7 8 9 10 11 

WEDNESDAY 

SOFTBALL – HJC – AVENUE OF 
TREES – YEAR 7 8 9 

  
A LEVEL PE SUPPORT – COO – 

D11 

GIRLS ROUNDERS  FIXTURES – ALL STAFF- YEAR 7 8 9 10 11 
  

TENNIS  – MR MILLER – COURTS – YEAR 7 8 9 10 
  

YEAR 10/11 GCSE PE STUDY – JJB – LIBRARY – 3.20 – 4.20. 
  

FITNESS SUITE – LCM/TWW -  First 30 students – CLARKE HALL – ALL YEARS 3.20 – 4.20 

THURSDAY 
BASKETBALL – JSH/JJB – NEW 

GYM – YEAR 7 8 9 10 11 

  
ATHLETICS DISTRICT COMPETITION – SEE TEAM SHEET FOR SELECTION. 

  
BOYS CRICKET FIXTURES - ALL STAFF- TOP FIELD – 7 8 9 10 11 12/13 *SEE TEAM SHEET 

  
GIRLS ROUNDERS CLUB – AVENUE OF TREES- SAH/KES/COO – YEAR 7 8 9 1 0 11 

  

FRIDAY 
FOOTBALL- JJB - ASTROTURF- 

YEAR 7 8 9 

YEAR 12/13 BTEC SPORT SUPPORT – SSH – LIBRARY – 3.20- 4.20 
  

GIRLS FOOTBALL CLUB – JTL/KES – ASTROTURF – ALL YEARS 
  

FITNESS SUITE – JSH -  First 30 students – CLARKE HALL – ALL YEARS 3.20 – 4.20 
  

YEAR 11 GCSE PE SUPPORT – KES – B5 – 3.20 -4.20 

We are delighted to announce Athletics success for two Longsands 
students, Amelia Fleming (Year 8) and Eva Henry (Year 7), who are 
now Cambridgeshire County Champions. 

Amelia produced a fantastic performance in the 800m beating a 
strong field as she raced to victory. 

Eva, who competed with the under 13s, came 1st in the Shot Put 
with 5.72m, 2nd in the Javelin with 11.89m and 3rd in the Long 
Jump with an impressive 3.88m. 

Our congratulations to both girls for their incredible achievements 
— we hope to see them qualifying for the County Schools 
Competitions later in June. 

Excellent work girls, we are very proud of you both! 

Miss C Osborne  

http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg
http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg?app=desktop
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews

