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First year undergraduates at Trinity are invited to nominate a teacher or careers adviser who particularly 
inspired their passion for a subject, encouraged them to apply to Cambridge, or supported them through 
the application process. 

This year the winning teachers are: Kate Bell, from Longsands Academy, Evelyn Corney from Cranbrook 
Grammar, and Paul Haywood from Henrietta Barnet School. Each school receives £500 and the student 
who nominates their teacher receives £75 in book tokens. Teachers and students are invited to dinner at 
Trinity. 

Melissa Quail said that her Maths teacher, Kate Bell, from Longsands Academy in St Neots, was pivotal, 
both in deepening her love of maths and inspiring her to apply to Cambridge. ‘She is so enthusiastic 
about maths, it was impossible for me not to grow to love it too,’ said Melissa. You can read more here... 

Mr J Merson 

Parents and carers have received 
a letter this week by way of an 
introduction to my appointment 
as Principal of Longsands 
Academy which I am privileged 
to accept.   

Outgoing Principal, Mr Paine, 
was a dedicated member of the 
Longsands community for over 
twenty years. Students and staff, 
both past and present, have 
much to be appreciative of for 

his commitment to them in his position as a teacher and also in 
his leadership role over recent years. We wish Mr Paine well in 
his future challenges and look forward to welcoming him back 
before the end of the academic year in order to celebrate his 
time with us. 

I have spent quite some time at Longsands since January in my 
capacity as Deputy Director of Education for Cambridgeshire.  My 
time amongst the staff and students has highlighted to me a 
great many positive aspects of Academy life.   

The school has a student body who are eager to learn and a 
committed and talented staff in order to help them grow in 
knowledge and as individuals. Longsands is undoubtedly a good 
school, with the potential to be even better, and I am excited to 
work with the Academy community to further enhance the 
outcomes for our students. I will be focusing on making sure that 

students have high quality textbooks and classroom materials to 
stretch pupil’s knowledge and understanding. I will work closely 
with staff to make sure that low level disruptive behaviour which 
gets in the way of learning is stopped. It’s also important that the 
school focuses on supporting the professional development and 
wellbeing of our excellent staff. 

During this half term many students have been focused on their 
forthcoming exams including opportunities for students to focus 
on revision techniques and reflect on their preparation.  Sessions 
with Learning Performance for some Year 9 and 10 students 
focused on the whole examination experience. Key information 
was shared with our Year 10 students and their parents, 
materials emailed home with the intention of ensuring that the 
students are able to perform at their very best in their 
examinations next term and will prove invaluable as they 
progress through Key Stage 4 and completing their GCSEs. 

Staff and students have spent some time away from school 
whilst partaking in two Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, the 
Bronze and the Silver awards. The experiences and the skills 
learned by the students are irreplaceable and we are incredibly 
fortunate to have a great number of staff who freely give up 
their own time to ensure our students have such opportunities to 
broaden their horizons.   

A group of students studying geography, geology, history and 
government and politics are spending part of their Easter break 
in the USA and we wish them an enjoyable and informative trip. 

https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/news/trinitys-inspirational-teachers-2019/
https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/news/trinitys-inspirational-teachers-2019/
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This term we bid fond farewell to Tiina Allen, Ronald Carroll, Alix Girdlestone, Boyd Myers, Susannah Prabhu-Naik, Gill Wink and 
Martin Paine, they will all be missed and we wish them all the very best for the future. 

In February we welcomed employers into the Academy for our annual 'Meet 
the Professionals' event. This event provides all of our Year 9 students with 
the opportunity to meet a large number of employers and to find out about 
different job roles.  

Studies show that students often aspire to work in job areas which are 
already known and visible to them, such as teaching, nursing and law 
enforcement, this can sometimes mean there's a mismatch between the jobs 
young people know about and the reality of the jobs market.  This event is an 
example of our efforts to broaden our students' aspirations by telling them 
about careers and job roles they may have never heard of.   

Among the many employers who  joined us over the two day event were a 
submariner, an auditor, a hotel manager, a recruitment consultant and a 
surgical registrar.  

Students were fully engaged in the event and asked thoughtful questions 
to our visitors. This event is part of the Academy's wider careers strategy 
which aims to provide our students with a number of employer engagements 
by the time they leave in Year 11.   

If you would like to support the Academy with its careers programme 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Mrs K Martindale 

The PE department have been incredibly busy throughout the 
term encouraging our students to enjoy a vast array of sporting 
activities, including GCSE moderation and inter-form 
competitions for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10.  Again, we are fortunate to 
have a dedicated PE staff who delight in witnessing our students 
participate on a wide range of levels, progress and more 
importantly enjoy taking part in physical education. It’s an 
important part of the curriculum in order to help the physical 
and mental wellbeing of our students.   

As the spring term comes to a close I wish our students, their 
families and our staff a happy and relaxing Easter break and I 
look forward to meeting more of the school community as we 
move into the summer term. 

Mr Hywel Jones 
Principal 

 

Our Year 8s have worked hard over 
the past few weeks for an Enterprise 
project in which they were required 
to set up and run a small business. 

At the beginning of April they took 
part in a trade fair to display and sell 
their products. Students were judged 
on the trade stand, their products 
and customer service. Well done 
everyone!  

Mrs J Powell 



 

Huge congratulations to Jessie Sporle and Harry McDonnell. 

Jessie is now U18 County Champion 

Harry is now U16 County Champion 

At the recent Golf championships they both played really well and 
battled through strong winds and fast greens and will go on to represent 
Longsands and Cambridgeshire in the regional finals later this year. 

Congratulations to Jessie and Harry along with all Longsands students 
who participated. 

Mr S Hood 

In February, 30 Year 10 and 11 students took the Intermediate Maths Challenge, a national exam run by the UK 
Mathematics Trust, with multiple choice questions using a variety of maths skills. Our students did brilliantly, 
with 17 students achieving certificates, including 7 gold and 8 silver. 6 students (Daniel Payne, Rob Folkard, Jacob 
Broadley, Max Bicknell, Lucy Davies-Parratt and Ava Milne) did so well that they were invited to take part in the 
Pink Kangaroo follow up round and Ethan Barrett qualified for the Intermediate Maths Olympiad Maclaurin 
paper. We look forward to hearing the results from these exams.  

Here’s one of the questions from the maths challenge, if you would like to have a go yourself: 

“A recent report about the amount of plastic created in the last 65 years stated that the 8.3 billion tonnes produced is as heavy as 
25000 Empire State Buildings in New York, or a billion elephants.  

On that basis, how many elephants have the same total weight as the Empire State Building? 

A 4000, B 40000, C 400000, D 4000000, E 40000000 ” 

Miss J Philpott 

A big well done to Scarlet Dalrymple who ran at English Schools 
Cross Country in Leeds in March, representing Longsands and 
Cambridgeshire.  

Scarlet finished 36th out of 341 runners, which was a big 
improvement on her placing of 117th last year. 

Congratulations also to Amelia Fleming who represented both 
Longsands and the County at English Schools Cross Country. 

Amelia qualified in the earliest possible year to finish 5th for 
Cambridgeshire in her first National event. 

Congratulations Scarlet and Amelia, this is a fabulous 
achievement! 

Mr S Hood 

Congratulations to Harry and 
Charlotte Boston for their 
successes at the Cambs  County 
table tennis championships which 
were held in Burrell on  10 
March.  

This formidable pair have 
frequent notable achievements, 
including Harry getting to the 
semi finals of the men’s open doubles where he played way 
above his age category against some of the best players in 
England.  

Former student Charlotte returned from Nottingham Trent 
university to represent 
herself in the County 
tournament where she was 
runner up in the ladies 
singles and went on to win 
the mixed doubles event.  

Our congratulations to you 
both for your continued 
effort, determination and 
success. 

Mr S Hood 



 

We have batches of unclaimed exam certificates going back many years and unfortunately we cannot hold them indefinitely —
ultimately any that are not collected after a period of time will need to be shredded.  

Please contact our Exams Officer to make arrangements to collect yours either by calling 01480 223354 or alternatively you can email 
margaret.carpenter@astrea-longsands.org  

Mrs M Carpenter 

Alex Scarrow visited Longsands on 4 March as part of 
the Academy's celebration of World Book Day. 

Alex is the author of the 'TimeRiders' series of science-
fiction/fantasy novels, as well as his new book 'Plague'. 

He ran various workshop groups throughout the day 
with Year 7 and - as on his previous visits - was a 
dynamic, entertaining and knowledgeable speaker. 

Mr M Seymour 

We were in awe of Mrs Choy Winters’ baking skills at the 
beginning of March when she baked a vast array of goodies for 
staff to buy — with all proceeds donated to Stand Up 2 Cancer.  

Not only were the cakes delicious, but so far Winnie has single 
handedly raised over £230 for the charity. 

Our congratulations to Grace 
Langford who took part in the 
Bedfordshire Festival of Music, 
Speech and Drama on Sunday, 
3 March.  

Grace performed as part of a 
trio in the category ’Dramatic 
Scene for Years 8-10’ and her 
group were awarded first place. 

Mr J Powell 

We are delighted to share 
with you how proud we 
are of Emily Mathers in 
Year 8.   

Thanks to Emily's father, 
Emily was invited to the 
joint ASOS and Stemettes 
event in March where 
they were working with a London school, aimed at Year 8s, for a 
group of 40 girls.  

During the day the students were given a tour of the ASOS 
operation, and participated in several STEM activities including a 
mini ‘Hackathon’ and presented their solutions to a panel  
including two members of the ASOS Executive team. 

The organiser told Emily's father that Emily 'just got stuck into 
the tasks at hand and teamed up really well with the other girls 
at the event.  They thought she was very brave joining the event 
all by herself, and impressed that she worked so well with all the 
others schools'. 

Well done Emily!  What a fabulous learning experience.   

Mrs Chilton 

On 3 March, Joe Pashley and his 
team - Huntingdon Stags U14s - 
won the Cambridgeshire County 
cup! They beat Cambridge RUFC at 
Cambridge by 15-7. 

Following on from their County 
Cup, Joe's team have now won the 
East Midlands U14s plate final 
against a strong Towcester team. 

The score was 33-12 and Joe scored 
a fabulous try. 

Our congratulations to Joe and the 
Huntingdon Stags U14s for great 
teamwork. 

Mr S Hood 

mailto:margaret.carpenter@astrea-longsands.org


 

We have had a busy and bustling few weeks in Year 8, full of 
celebration and achievement. There has been a particular focus 
on literacy this half term. Mr Seymour delivered an assembly on 
World Book Day with some of the world's best grammatical faux-
pas that we all shared a giggled about and Mr Owen and 
Mr Hewitt read their favourite poems to the year in the assembly 
on World Poetry Day. Mr Owen's rendition of 'O Come all ye 
Faithful' by Simon Armitage was a particular highlight for me - I 
have had a love of Simon Armitage's work since I was inspired by 
my English teacher when I was at school. I remember her passion 
for literature and poetry, Simon Armitage and E E Cummings 
especially, and my love for literature and poetry continues 
because of her. The power to inspire and spark imagination 
should never be underestimated and I hope that these 
celebrations of literature have fired thought in the year group. 

We also celebrated the wonderful entries and winners in the 
Year 8 Photographic Competition, run by Miss Ward.  I was struck 
by the beauty and creativity of the entries - all of the participants 
should be proud of their achievement. As we watched the 
pictures in assembly, it was lovely that the students broke out 
into spontaneous applause to each piece to support and 
congratulate each other. Special mention should go to Highly 
Commended: Amy Jaikens, Runners Up: Kamile Juskute and Lily-
Mai Mulgrew and the Winner: Kaitlyn Dipper. 

We have also enjoyed inter-form this half term on a rather windy 
but thankfully dry Wednesday. It was wonderful to see the year 
group participating in the matches and enjoying the competitive 
spirit between the form groups. Well done to 8BPP for winning 
the football tournament and 8LJC for winning the Netball! 

Finally, as I write this, we are in the process of celebrating even 
more success in the form of the Key Stage 3 Good Eggs. I will be 
giving out 30 creme eggs to deserving students who have been 
nominated by their teachers and the student who earns the most 
nominations will receive a special Easter Egg that will be 
presented in assembly. 

I hope that you all have a restful and well earned break and I look 
forward returning to a packed and progress filled Summer term. 

Mr J Powell 

Year 7 had an Assembly this term from Mrs Greaney reminding 
students of the expectations of Academy life including being 
respectful and polite to others and keeping our environment 
clean.   

As a result, I have been delighted to see how Year 7 have 
embraced the crisp packet recycling challenge and have been 
seen picking up empty packets around the Academy to add to 
their own class collections.    

Congratulations to the winning form group who had the 
greatest weight of crisp packets: 7GAH! (2nd: NJS, 3rd MAS, 4th 
GIW and 5th BJD). The Year 7 parent consultation slots for 1st 
May will be available to book on line immediately after the 
Easter holidays and I urge parents to attend these meetings in 
order to discuss students’ academic progress with their subject 
teachers.   

Should you have any difficulty with booking on line, please 
contact KS3 for assistance. 

Mrs S Postins 

The eagerly awaited inter form took place last Thursday and it 
was a beautiful day. Such a lovely occasion; seeing students 
working together and enjoying themselves. Having umpired the 
hockey this year, I was pleasantly pleased to see the range of 
talent that we have in Year 9 for Hockey (and for football), some 
of whom I know play for St Neots Ladies Hockey Club. 

We are also celebrating this terms achievements in a special 
assembly on Wednesday, where we recognise and applaud 
students for their attitude and effort to date. We are also 
visiting classes to congratulate students that have been 
nominated as a 'good egg' from their teachers. Eggxcellent! 

Miss K Bingham 



 

The Year 11 ‘Exam-ready’ half-term began in earnest with our 
‘Learning Performance Day’ on Wednesday 27th February, where 
all students took part in workshops about effective revision 
techniques. The day also included an ‘Exam Preparation Evening’ 
and we were delighted to welcome so many parents/carers to 
the Academy to share information about supporting their sons 
and daughters in preparing for the GCSE summer examinations.  

This half-term, the students embarked upon a second week of 
mock examinations, which have been reviewed in lesson time. It 
is hoped that this process will have enabled students to take 
encouragement from their clear progress thus far but also enable 
them to identify gaps in their knowledge, in order to structure 
their revision more effectively. As always, we were immensely 
proud of the superb conduct and effort of Year 11 during this 
examination period. 

In the week following the mock examinations, we hosted the 
Prom Fayre in the Ritchie Hall on Thursday 21st March. Many 
local businesses attended offering exciting promotions and prizes 
for our students. The catwalk show showcased dresses and the 
event sparked further excitement for the Year 11 Prom which will 
be held at the Burgess Hall in St Ives on Thursday 4th July, to 
celebrate the end of year.  

Many students were able to finalise their post-16 destinations 
this half-term through careers guidance meetings and workshops 
with external providers such as Cambridge Regional College. Whether their chosen destination be a Sixth Form, College or 
Apprenticeship, we hope that the prospect of an exciting new venture serves to provide further motivation for Year 11. 

Students have continued to make use of online resources to support their revision such as GCSEPod, Tassomai and MathsWatch and 
engage with the subject clinics on offer during lunchtime and after-school. With continued engagement with these resources and 
excellent attendance to our extensive subject clinics and interventions, we are confident that Year 11 will enjoy the success they 
deserve in the summer examinations. 

We encourage students to make the most of the Easter holidays by devoting time to planned, targeted revision and also to some well-
deserved rest and recuperation. Students are able to access a blank and example revision timetable on Doddle. The Academy will be 
open for independent revision in the Library and also for some subject-specific sessions. Please see the timetable above.  

Year 11 should be proud of their achievements this half-term. We wish students a productive and restful Easter holidays and look 
forward to welcoming them back in the Summer Term. 

Mrs Hills 
Head of Year 11 

Year 10 students are busy getting prepared for 
their week of work experience from 1-5 July 
2019.  

This will be a fantastic opportunity to learn 
about the world of work and the skills that are 
valued in the workplace.  

Just a reminder about the placement forms - 
these are now due as a matter of urgency so 
that the necessary checks can be made. If you 
have not yet handed your form in, please do so 
when you return to school after the Easter 
break. 

Mrs Martindale and Mrs Jordan  

This term has seen a number of Year 10 students participate in an external 
mentoring programme. The scheme is run by Hertfordshire Youth Connexions. A 
weekly meeting is held with carefully chosen mentors ranging from local business 
entrepreneurs, a Cambridge academic, a Rotarian and multi-national business 
personnel. The aim of this valuable process is to enhance CV’s, support future 
aspirations and ensure the student is able to see a wider picture of life.   

The programme will be for twelve weeks and I have received positive feedback 
from all of the mentors in how the individual students are engaging in this 
process. One of the mentors said ‘the mentoring opportunity at Longsands 
Academy has been incredibly rewarding and I was very proud to have heard the 
student profess a very keen interest in finishing their exams with excellent grades 
and going on to university in order to build contacts for life.’ 

 Mr Breakspear 
Deputy Head of Year KS4 



 

It has been an exciting term for Year 10 students, and I am 
pleased to report that many of our students are working hard, 
exceeding expectations and drawing praise from staff across the 
Academy. This was seen in the PR2 Reports which were 
published earlier this half term. As well as focusing on academic 
success, there have been some fantastic extra-curricular events 
this half term; 54 Year 10 Students excelled themselves on the 
Duke of Edinburgh Practice weekend, taking important steps 
towards achieving their Bronze Awards. Though postponed, our 
interform competition was attended enthusiastically by Year 10 
students, with 10EMS the winners of the Boys' Football, and 
10NTD taking the trophy for Girls' Hockey; the PE department 
were delighted with the level of sportsmanship, participation and 
sporting excellence on offer.  

Towards the end of this term, our attention has turned to 
preparing students for the forthcoming Mock Exams. These will 
be completed under examination conditions - this will help 
prepare the students for the Year 11 Mock Exams and ultimately 
the final GCSE’s in the summer of 2020. These exams are 
extremely important as they will provide an accurate assessment 
of progress, provide vital feedback and allow students to practise 
their examination techniques. Mr Owen, Mr Breakspear and I are 
very grateful to all parents and carers who attended the Mock 
Exam Preparation and Information Evening on Wednesday 27th 

March; we were thrilled to see so many parents supporting their 
sons and daughters to make the most of this opportunity. 
Information on how to plan for and support revision and exam 
stress has since been sent home to all parents; we are hopeful 
that all students will make use of the resources available to them 
such as GCSEPod and Doddle, to close gaps in their knowledge 
and consolidate key concepts. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me at the Academy if I can offer any further support in this 
regard. 

Wishing you an enjoyable, relaxing and productive Easter break.  

Miss F Rose 
Head of Year 10 

GCSEPod is a website and mobile app that allows students 
to access highly concentrated 3-5 minute bursts of audio-
visual, teacher-written learning which can help to reinforce 
and consolidate key GCSE topics covered in lessons.  

Everything is explained precisely with all the correct facts, 
quotes, keywords, dates and annotated diagrams, all 
mapped to exam specifications. 

At Longsands, we encourage our Key Stage 4 students to 
use GCSEPod to revise for all their subjects. We continue to 
be extremely impressed with the GCSEPod usage of 
students in Key Stage 4.  

 

At the time of writing, students have so far accessed over 
19,500 pods.  

We are also delighted to achieve the Astrea Academy Trust 
Star Performer status for having the highest school usage 
from across Astrea schools.  

Please do continue to encourage your son or daughter to 
regularly use GCSEPod as part of their revision.  

Mr N Owen 
Senior Assistant Principal: Director of KS4 



 

I would like to remind parents of the importance of us having the most up-to-date and correct contact details for you.  

Please do contact your son or daughter’s Head of Year if you need to update any of your details, such as your mobile 
number or email address. Alternatively, you can submit changes to us via the SIMS Parent App. 

Thank you. 

Mr N Owen 

This half term, we have held two separate exam preparation evenings for parents of students in Key Stage 4. Research has frequently 
shown the positive influence having an academic role model has on learning and outcomes. Two common issues which many parents 
have spoken to us about is an increase in awareness of mental health issues and how parents can encourage students to develop 
independence. 

I hope this information below is of use in appraising parents of some key information on both topics and advice in terms of what 
parents can do to support.  

Mr N Owen 

I recently attended a safeguarding meeting with lead colleagues from Astrea and other safeguarding colleagues from the Astrea family 
of Cambridgeshire schools.  

We share a  concern about what students may be doing in the evenings and weekends and in fact, research show that young people are 
most at risk between 4 pm and 6 pm in the evening. These are times that traditionally we may think that our children are safe when in 
fact  it is between these times that criminals have been shown to target young people. Please safeguard your child(ren) by ensuring you 
know exactly where they are at the end of the school day. 

Mrs C Greaney 



 

We are very excited to share more iDEA award success from the Computing department; 
with Barney Clark becoming our first young man in Year 8 to gain his Bronze Award.  

In addition Millie Yull became our first Year 7 to attain her Bronze Award and Isabella 
Fleming in Year 8 follows closely in her sisters foot steps attaining both her Bronze and 
Silver Awards.  

Huge congratulations to Emily Mathers in Year 8 for successfully achieving her Duke of 
York iDEA Silver Award.  Emily has pushed the boundaries and gone beyond expectations 
to achieve both her Bronze and Silver in Year 8.  Emily will now act as class expert during 
her classes iDEA badge lessons until the Gold Award is released later this year. 

How wonderful to receive certificates direct from Buckingham Palace!  

For more information about the Duke of York iDEA programme visit https://idea.org.uk/   

Mrs C Chilton 

Once again, the Prefects have been busy ensuring that they are 
contributing to both the school and the wider community. It has 
been undoubtedly a successful term with much to reflect on.  
Several initiatives have been led by the wonderful Miss Saunders 
and the Senior Prefects, which include the McMillan Coffee 
morning, raising over £200, and the Diary Raffle for Cancer 
Research that raised approximately £100. On 15 March the 
Prefect Raising Awareness committee organised an enjoyable 
netball tournament. The game was against the staff, Year 11 boys 
and Year 11 girls — the girls were victorious and we raised an 
impressive £362.47. We would like to thank all students and staff 
who showed incredible generosity and donated for a good cause. 

Last week the Editorial committee had the responsibility of 
organising the Prom Fair which was extremely successful with 
many Year 11s taking ideas for their prom dresses. Currently the 
Prefect Editorial committee are adding the last finishing touches 
to the year book such as individual Year 11 student awards, 
teacher awards, trip photos and customised mugs. This in itself is 
a lot of work however the Editorial committee are dedicated and 
working well as a team. 

Our core values highlight our aim to make students aware and 
respect others by routinely supporting those less fortunate than 
ourselves. As a member of the Outreach committee, I am 

privileged to be a part of creating an open community by helping 
to keep it alive and vibrant.  

Additionally, it was a pleasure to be a part of creating a Christmas 
Hamper video to promote the reverse advent calendar initiative 
to my peers. We worked with Form Tutors across the Academy to 
ensure that the students understood the needs of the Foodbank 
and the impact of their actions. With this is in mind, during 
November we arranged a day visit to Nelson Lodge Care Home. 
We value all ages in our communities and contribution they 
make in society. By reaching out to the elderly we are helping 
bridge the generation gap by learning about one another's lives 
and giving them company to make a difference. We hope that 
the residents found the visit just as worthwhile as we have, and 
we can't wait to go back soon!  

Finally, it has recently come to our attention that there are many 
ways in which our school can do to reduce the impact of global 
warming. To contribute in addressing this issue we are set to 
work on a creative strategy to highlight this issue and have 
arranged a meeting with the Principal so it can be officially 
launched.  

We continue to look forward to a rewarding year. 

Yasmine Mountaser Year 11 (Deputy head girl) 

From Wednesday, 24 April there will be a new look Breakfast Club! 

Breakfast is available, free of charge to all pupils, every day in the 
New Hall between 8-8.40 am. There will be new menu items 
available including toast and jam, cereal, yoghurt and croissants.  

Students will be required to sit down at one of the tables provided 
to eat their breakfast, with books and newspapers available to 
read. 

Come along and join us for some breakfast. 

Mrs E Simpson 



 

Congratulations to the Year 8 Netball team who won their district tournament on Wednesday, 27 March by 
narrowly beating Hinchingbrooke School 5-4 in the final.  

The team have had a fantastic season and have developed so much as a team. The stand out performances 
in this tournament came from Katie Churms as Centre.  

We are immensely proud of the superb conduct and effort shown by all players throughout the season. The 
team were Captained by the versatile Annie Banks who led the team superbly.  

Very well done girls, this is a great example of teamwork and we are very proud of you all! 

Mrs S Hills 

Following a visit to Kimbolton School earlier in the term, Ms Saklani, and a group of Year 7 and 8 
students invited students from Kimbolton to Longsands for another round of philosophical 
enquiry. The stimuli under discussion was a story making national Headlines. 

Amongst a range of challenging philosophical  concepts and questions debated the ideas that 
students found particularly interesting included: 

 Is citizenship more valuable than the ownership of a passport? 

 Is citizenship a working title or just a tag? 

 British people have committed far worse crimes, but not had such negative publicity 

 Universal laws sounds appealing, but it takes individuality away and 
culture is lost 

 Who looks after stateless people? 

Students commented that "An hour of debate disappeared in a flash - everyone 
was so involved, and the opportunity to work with students from another school 
was amazing. To debate something that is dominating national news and 
thinking is really important”. 

If your child is in Key Stage 3, and would be interested in 
joining our next Philosophy 4 Children enquiry,  please contact Mrs Chilman or 
Ms Saklani. 

Ms P Saklani 

Congratulations to the winners of the Year 8 Photography competition!  

Their photographs remind us of just how beautiful our surrounding area is in the autumn and 
winter. The students  were awarded a print of their photograph, amazon vouchers and metallic 
pens for their creativity and hard work.  

Winner: Kaitlin Dipper 

Highly Commended: 
Amy Jaikens 

Runners up: Kamile 
Justkute and Lily-Mai Mulgrew 

The second photography competition will run for those 
students in Miss Saklani and Mrs Doyle's art classes after 
Easter.  

Miss G Ward 



For general communication, please call 01480 353535 or email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org   

To report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or email absence@astrea-longsands.org   

To be as cost effective as possible when we communicate with you, we endeavour to email correspondence home whenever possible 
so please make sure you have supplied us with a current and valid email address, which you can update via the SIMS Parent App.  

We also like to share students achievements and successes via our social media channels. Why not connect with us there too? 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial      Find us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/longsandsnews 

As the warmer weather arrives, students are reminded to get into the habit of bringing a reusable water bottle 
to school, which they can top up at break and lunch. 

This is especially important on hot days and days when students have PE when students are more likely to want 
to rehydrate (please note fizzy drinks and energy drinks are prohibited).  

Mrs R Hall 

Many thanks to parents for spreading the word about dog walking on the school site. We are continuing to 
do our best to address the issue with those ignoring the signs, particularly during the school day or soon 
afterwards.  

It is important that dogs are not brought onto the school site due to the potential dangers of the mess, 
because some students are afraid of dogs and also because dogs can sometimes be unpredictable in 
situations where they might become frightened. 

We will continue to work with members of our community who are continuing to bring dogs onto the site to 
try to eradicate this completely. 

Mrs C Greaney 

Please enjoy a look at our lunch menus for the summer term which are also available on our website: https://www.astrea-
longsands.org/lunch-menus-summer-term-2019/  

Mr G Walsh 
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Zoe Quail, a student at Astrea Sixth Form St 
Neots and a member of Girlguiding Anglia, 
is fundraising for a summer school for 
deprived children in Romania this July/
August. Many children in rural Romania live in poverty and do 
not get the opportunity to go to school; for some this could be 
their only formal education.  

Zoe will go to the school to help run activities which include 
English, Sports and Music, as well as Social education to warn of 
the dangers of alcohol and drug abuse. She is aiming to do a 
range of fundraising activities, such as a 10K run at Childerley 
Hall in April and bag-packing at the local Tesco Extra store, to 
help fund the trip and provide much-needed materials for the 
school.  

Zoe would greatly appreciate any donations at her Just Giving 
page https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/zoe-quail  

Mrs M Todd 

On Saturday, 16 March, I escorted  three Year 9 students (Adele Walton, Madeleine 
Lowe and Joel Salerno) to Uppingham Community College for the District finals. Their 
performance was outstanding and the standards extremely high but despite coming a 
very respectable third, these students narrowly missed out on moving through to the 
next stage. Medals will be awarded to these students from the local Rotarians during 
an upcoming assembly.  

Well done from the English Department!   

Miss C Waters 

‘Students who were awarded Crest 
Certificates last year, visited the Genome 
Science Centre in Cambridge in March. On the 
day, we learnt a great deal about animal 
testing, such as how, when doing tests on 
mice, they are placed in red see-through 
containers. While we can see through this 
colour the mice cannot so it appears 
completely dark to them. Three different scientists give us 
presentations about the work of the centre — I was particularly 
interested in how they determined the mood of the mice. 
Frankie Bashford 

‘At the Wellcome Centre there were a vast amount of stalls 
centred around animal testing, mainly on mice and we were able 
to take part in hands on activities. Then we went to an 
auditorium and listened to talks about phenotypes in mice and 
safe testing.’ 

George Boothby  

Our curriculum at Longsands is defined as ‘the knowledge, skills and values students are expected 
to learn, the units and lessons that are taught, the planned sequence of instruction, the resources 
used to support teaching and the assessments used to evaluate learning’. 

This term teachers have been updating curriculum pages to provide an overview of your child’s 
learning in all subject areas. Our curriculum offer is rich and knowledge based: lessons are 
organised to ensure that pupils are challenged to learn ‘the best that has been thought and said’. 
As well as providing a subject by subject overview of what is being taught that enable you to 
support your child’s learning, we are also continuing to develop ways to support students about how best effectively memorise and 
retrieve knowledge. No doubt you have seen your child engaged with Doddle, Tassomai, Mathswatch and GCSEpod home learning 
tasks: feedback from students, parents and carers about self-quizzing and independent learning, and its impact on progress and 
confidence levels, has been very positive. 

Have your say! We are keen to hear your ideas and views as we develop the curriculum. If you have any feedback on the updated 
curriculum pages, or suggestions about ways we can support your child with home learning, please get in touch with me via 
catherine.chilman@astrea-longsands.org  

Mrs C Chilman  
Senior Assistant Principal: Teaching and Learning 
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