
 

 

3 April 2019 
 

Dear Parent/Carer  
 
Leadership changes 
 
I am writing to let you know about changes we are making to the leadership of Longsands 
Academy. Mr Paine is moving on from the role of Principal to seek a new challenge. As you 
know he has led the school over the past three years and furthermore he has worked in the 
school for over twenty years, and we thank him for his long service and commitment to the 
school. We will be welcoming Mr Paine for a celebratory event later in the summer term.  
 
As Longsands moves into this next phase of its school improvement, I am absolutely delighted 
to let you know we have appointed Mr Hywel Jones as Principal with immediate effect.  
 
Mr Jones is an extremely experienced school leader with an impressive track record. In 
London, he secured three years of excellent GCSE results – including high numbers of 
students successfully taking Modern Foreign Languages and where two-thirds of the sixth 
form went on to top universities.   
 
Mr Jones joined Astrea earlier this year, from another academy trust where he was an 
Education Director overseeing several schools. At Astrea, he also has strategic oversight for 
the other schools in our family, which are in Cambridgeshire, but will be based throughout the 
week at Longsands Academy.  
 
Mr Jones will be taking up post as Principal at Longsands immediately and will be focused on 
making the improvements that are needed so that we can deliver our promise to you of an 
education that inspires beyond measure.  
 
Mr Jones formally welcomes you to a parent information evening on Wednesday, 24 April at 
6.30pm when he will outline his key priorities for the school.  
 
I am delighted to let you know we are already seeing an expected improvement in outcomes 
this year at Longsands and the number of extra-curricular activities continues to grow. We are 
delighted with Mr Jones’ appointment and we are determined that your children will get the 
education they deserve.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Libby Nicholas 
Chief Executive 
Astrea Academy Trust  


