
Education and the teaching 
profession are rarely out of the 
news with headlines routinely 
focusing on financial struggles 
and pay, student and staff 
wellbeing, safeguarding concerns 
and the subsequent difficulties 
schools face in recruiting 
teachers within this climate. 

A recent news article quoted 
research from the National 

Institute of Economic and Social Research which found that, if 
teachers want to have high status, they should work in 
classrooms in China, Malaysia or Taiwan, as the research 
suggests that these are the countries where teaching is held in 
the highest public esteem. The UK is in the upper half of the 
rankings of 35 countries, with the teaching profession held in 
higher regard than in the United States, France and Germany. As 
you may well be aware, during January, we had the pleasure of 
hosting a 2-week visit by staff and students from China and it is 
this country that leads the way, with 81% believing that pupils 
respect their teachers, compared with an international average 
of 36%, in a survey of 35,000 people. 

Research by the ‘Get Into Teaching’ campaign found that 
teachers are the biggest influence on a person's life, behind only 
parents and friends, with 82% of people stating that teachers 
were very, or quite, influential on the lives of others. More than 
a third (36%) of the 3,002 respondents in England, aged over 16, 
said school or university was one of the biggest influences on 
their life, topped only by family life (58%) and work life (40%). 
Roger Pope, spokesman for the ‘Get Into Teaching’ campaign, 
and a National Leader for Education, said: "Our research 

underlines how teachers have stood the test of time when it 
comes to shaping the lives of others. In a world where modern-
day social media and celebrity influencers are often in the 
limelight, it is interesting to see how the public recognise the real 
and lasting impact teachers have as influencers in their own 
right.” 

Apart from my own school days, I have now worked within the 
education sector for 23 years and my own experiences would 
echo this sentiment entirely. Around our Academy, quotes from 
inspirational people reinforce the vital role that education plays 
in our lives, such as that by Nelson Mandela, “No country can 
really develop unless its citizens are educated. Education is the 
most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world. 
Education is the great engine of personal development”.  

However, the strongest statements about the role education can 
play in enabling people to achieve their ambitions come straight 
from the mouths of our students themselves. We recently 
invited students and their parents/carers to nominate staff for a 
Pearson Teaching Award and I was delighted to see that a 
significant number of staff received a card of thanks, in some 
cases from multiple students and/or parents. Reading through 
the comments, I felt both humbled and privileged as I paused to 
reflect on the impact of our work on the St Neots community 
and its young people. The following comment was made by a 
Year 11 student and was addressed to the Academy as a whole, 
“Hard work and success was something I had to learn didn't 
come to me on a silver plate. At Longsands I was taught to be 
determined, confident and resilient if I wanted to pursue my 
dreams. I am forever grateful for the amazing opportunities that 
were presented to me; without these opportunities I would have 
never been able to have a successful life and set my ambitions 
high. Longsands has taught me that in order to be successful I 

Continued on page 2... 

HUGE congratulations to Riley Hall who has been taking part in the Cambridgeshire County Swimming 
Championships over the last two weekends. 

Riley is the 2019 County Champion in the boys 12 year old 50m butterfly and a gold medal winner. He 
swam his heat and then won his final with not only a personal best time but one which also means he 
qualifies for the Regional Championships which take place in Norwich in May. Riley also came 2nd in the 
100m butterfly event, had lots of PBs in other events and still has another weekend of these 
Championships to go. 

Very well done Riley, this is incredible and we wish you all the best in the next events! 

Mr S Hood 
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had to push myself to learn if I wanted to get those high grades 
at the end of the year. My Academy experiences has without a 
doubt shaped me to become a better student. At Longsands I'm 
incredibly lucky to be blessed with the most caring teachers and 
staff. They do everything they can to try to get to know each and 
every students’ learning style to ensure we feels welcome and 
that we have purpose within. I truly thank all the teachers I was 
lucky enough to be taught by and the school for shaping me into 
the person I am today. Every day at Longsands has definitely 
changed my life for the better, and without this school, I don’t 
think I would be as successful as I have become today. Thank-you 
Longsands!” 

In addition to this, I was also delighted to receive a letter from 
Cambridge University informing me that Miss Bell, our most-able 
champion, had been nominated by ex-student Melissa Quail for 
a Cambridge University, Inspirational Teacher Award. Melissa is 
currently studying mathematics at the university after achieving 
an incredible 6 A* at A Level in the summer. The college wrote 

that, “We were very touched by the testimonial provided in 
support of this nomination. We realise that the difference Miss 
Bell makes goes well beyond just the impact it has had on 
Melissa and that countless other students will have benefitted 
from her passion and hard work.”  

I feel blessed to work alongside such a talented and committed 
staff body as well as a student body with so much ability and 
potential. We are all acutely aware of the privileged position we 
hold within the local community as guardians of your children, 
tasked with advancing education, inspiring our students to aim 
high and providing them with the knowledge and qualifications 
needed to achieve their ambitions. We share this duty with all 
parents/carers and I am eternally grateful for the support we 
receive in ensuring that all students enjoy the best possible 
experience, learning and outcomes during their time at 
Longsands Academy. 

Martin Paine 
Principal 

This term we bid fond farewell to Virginia Pindred, Jinny has 
been a firm favourite in the corridors of Longsands since 2009 
and her cheery smile will most definitely be missed! 

We are very proud of the actions of a group of boys from Year 7 - Jack Rose, Sonny 
Keen, Levi Ruffle, Jake French and Louie Jones - who recently supported the local 
police in helping a young German girl who was lost and in a distressed state at the 
skate park. 

I was delighted to have the opportunity to discuss their experience and present them 
with a letter commending them for their mature and compassionate behaviour 
which echoes those values promoted not only by Longsands Academy, but by the 
wider community as a whole. 

Mr M Paine 

Longsands Academy has registered with easyfundraising and we need your help! Easyfundraising is a 
great website where you can help Longsands Academy raise funds simply by doing your everyday 
online shopping with over 3,300 big name retailers like Amazon, Groupon, Argos, John Lewis, Next, 
Booking.com, eBay, TUI, and M&S. Every time you shop, we receive a small donation to say ‘thank 
you’ and it’s completely free too! We are looking to raise as much as possible to help us improve the 
environment and resources for our students.  Please sign up and help us at  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/astrealongsandsaca/                                                                                             Mrs M Todd   #Longsands4Good 

We are able to provide a basic service in first aid – for emergencies only. We are not able to provide advice relating to old injuries or 
treat a young person who is generally feeling unwell. If a student feels too unwell to remain in lesson their teacher may recommend 
remaining in the lesson or they may send them to first aid where a further decision will be made. This will be either to send the student 
home or ask them to return to their lesson, depending on the circumstances. However, students should not contact parents relating to 
any first aid or illness matter, the first aider will make contact if they feel it is necessary.                                                                       Mrs R Hall 

Join us for a fundraising quiz night. Email Mrs 
Todd via principalspa@astrea-longsands.org 
to book your team place.     #Longsands4Good 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/astrealongsandsaca/
mailto:principalspa@astrea-longsands.org?subject=Quiz%20Night


 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to parents in Years 8-10 who have purchased the new uniform so far. The students look very 
smart and are clearly taking a pride in their appearance. For those who haven’t yet purchased the new uniform, just a gentle reminder 
that this becomes compulsory for all students in Years 7-10 from Easter 2019. We would recommend that purchases of the uniform are 
made (via SWI which can be accessed from the Academy website) by the end of February half term to enable any issues regarding sizing 
to be resolved prior to the Easter holidays. 

We would also like to remind you that shoes must be a traditional shoe which can be polished, 
are black and do not resemble a trainer. We have come across a number of retailers, 
particularly those who manufacture sports footwear who have described items as ‘school 
shoes’ when they clearly resemble a trainer. We ask for your support in ensuring that shoes are 
a traditional smart looking shoe with a rigid sole that you might wear in an office environment.  

We are delighted to announce the launch of our new PE uniform. Whilst the uniform is very similar in look to the current uniform we 
have taken advantage of new fabric technology by working with our supplier, SWI, to launch a kit which is comfortable, fit for purpose 
and smart. Our students take a pride in wearing their ‘Longsands Red’ and we very much want to maintain and build on this. Students 
have been involved in looking at the new kit, as have the staff PE team, and we are all very excited to see the students wearing it. The 
new uniform will be available for purchase after Easter but will not become compulsory until September 2020. Therefore, students in 
our current Years 10 and 11 have no need to purchase the new uniform and for those in Years 7, 8 and 9, there will be plenty of time to 
‘grow out of’ or ‘wear out’ their current PE uniform. We will have a limited stock of old uniform for sale (micro-fleeces and polo shirts 
only) for purchase at significant discount directly from school in the near future – although be aware that KS3 students will still need to 
have purchased the new uniform by September 2020. 

Whilst the usual compulsory kit items remain as before, we are introducing a new optional range for students who wish to enhance 
their main kit or to purchase items for added warmth. The compulsory items are as follows: polo shirt (girls/boys), shorts, red socks, and 
for the boys the multi-sports top. Just a reminder that shin pads and gum shields are essential safety items and can also be purchased 
from SWI. 

 

 

 

Optional items are the ¼ zip top, black base layer, track pants, sports leggings for girls, white socks for sports which don’t require shin 
pads and the skort for girls. 

 

 

 

 

The new uniform was shared in assemblies with students and letters sent home to parents last week so we look forward to seeing 
students starting to swap to the new uniform very soon.           

Mrs C Greaney 

If your son/daughter plays any video games (via pc, laptop, phone, iPad, Xbox, PlayStation etc) how much do you know about in-game 
chat and who your child can potentially talk to? To find out more, please take a look at this article by Parent Zone which explains more 
about how popular games like Fortnite, FIFA and Overwatch expose children to ‘multiplayer’ spaces where they can chat with friends 
and strangers alike.                                                                                                                                                                                            Mrs C Greaney 

We were delighted to welcome 20 Chinese students and their teachers to 
Longsands for the third year running in January and would like to commend the 

Longsands students who acted as buddies for the care they took to ensure the Chinese students were well integrated into school life. 
One of the highlights of the visit was watching 3 of the Chinese students doing a calligraphy and painting demonstration to produce a 
beautiful piece of artwork for the school - a lovely memory of their visit. Further details, photos and a short video clip can be seen on 
Facebook. 

Thomas Fengler writes: I really enjoyed my time as a buddy to a student from a country as far away as China. I learned many different 
things about Chinese culture and school life. For example, my buddy told me how they study seven subjects whereas we have fourteen 
different lessons at KS3. Some Chinese students had their first school-based cookery lesson at Longsands. Their time was made even 
more special by the fact that it snowed during their time here - something which is rare in Guangzhou!   

Mrs J Swainston 

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/uniform/
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/game-chat-what-you-need-know?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ALL@%2023.01%20-%20IN-GAME%20CHAT
https://parentzone.org.uk/article/game-chat-what-you-need-know?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ALL@%2023.01%20-%20IN-GAME%20CHAT
https://www.facebook.com/400128780178375/posts/1030163070508273/
https://www.facebook.com/400128780178375/posts/1030163070508273/


 

Our congratulations to Amelia Fleming and Scarlett Dalrymple who qualified for the English Schools Championships at 
Temple Newsam in Leeds on March 16th! Congratulations also to Scarlett for winning the Inter-Girls race and as she is 
now County Champion. The previous weekend Scarlet came 3rd in the women's U17 club counties Cross Country which 
was held in Priory Park. She will now go to Loughborough to compete for Cambridgeshire in the inter counties race. The 
following students also had amazing results: (Minor) Trixie Aryton 5th, Hayden Leach 19th, (Junior) Amelia Fleming 8th, 
Isabella Fleming 13th, Ben Joyce 16th, Carson Reed 32nd, (Inter) Alicia Athersmith 8th, Joe Wilson 24th, Tyler Parker 30th. 
Great work everyone and best of luck for all of your future events! 

Mr S Hood 

A well-controlled moderate amount of screen time is likely to be 
positive so parents can be comfortable in allowing a limited 
amount of screen time. However, a 2017 report found that as 
the time spent on mobile devices increases during a day it is 
more likely to have a negative effect, so do bear this in mind. 

It is important to set boundaries to ensure your child feels 
secure in their use of mobile devices and games consoles. These 
might include things such as:  

 A cut off time at least 1 hour before bedtime. 

 The amount of time they are allowed to spend on their device. 

 The age that they can access social media. 

 The games you allow them to play. 

 Give your child clear warnings when their time limit is coming 
to an end to give them time to finish off their game or chat. 

 Whilst we know young people are often one step ahead of 
their parents in terms of technology, try to take an interest in 
what your child is doing online and talk to them about it. 

 Remove all mobile devices from bedrooms prior to your child 
going to bed. This avoids the temptation of using it during the 
night when they should be sleeping. 

 If your child is using their device in their room alone, make 
regular checks to ensure that they are safe. Sadly 96% of the 
80,000+ child sexual abuse images and videos reported to the 
police in 2017 depict children (mainly girls) on their own in their 
bedroom. Please be vigilant as criminals can be very persuasive. 

Where to find further information: 

Digital Parenting Hub – www.vodafone.co.uk/digitalparenting 
Internet Matters – www.internetmatters.org  
The Mix – www.themix.org  
Parent Zone – www.parentzone.org.uk  

Mrs C Greaney 

Longsands Academy gives high priority to improving school 
attendance and punctuality. The aim is to raise student and 
parent awareness of this issue and highlight the benefits of good 
attendance. Recent assemblies and focus groups carried out 
with the students emphasise the fundamental importance of 
high levels of attendance. Simply being here day in and day out 
provides continuity of learning, a more settled atmosphere and, 
in the longer term, the opportunity for the best possible GCSE 
and other grades. 

The government's Department for Education (DfE) has set levels 
of attendance. They have determined good attendance as being 
96%, the national average, and above. When a child’s 
attendance is below 90% they define them as being a 
“Persistent Absentee”. When a student’s attendance level drops 
below 90% we are legally obliged to advise the Local Authority; 
this starts a process which can lead to parents being fined for 
their child's non-attendance at school. 90% attendance equates 
to half a day missed every week of the school year. 

To help support students we are excited to launch our new 
Attendance Programme. The intention of this programme is to 
be supportive to parents and students, as good attendance at 
school allows students to reach their full academic potential. A 
member of staff will monitor and review attendance once per 
week with each student on the programme with attendance of 
93-96% and if a student achieves his/her attendance target a 
small reward will be given. We hope that the close work with 
each student will help them improve their attendance or 
identify any areas where some support might be necessary. 

A number of staff will be involved in supporting students on our 
new programme and we are looking forward to working with all 
those students whose attendance is currently between 93 and 
96% to ensure they are able to aim for their full potential. We 
also hope to expand the programme in future and will keep you 
informed of our progress… 

Mrs K Baker 

The History Department has been overwhelmed with the superb standard of entries for this year’s 
Castle Competition. This term students have been studying the development of castle design 
through the Medieval period and entries ranged from William the Conqueror’s wooden Motte 
and Bailey to replicas of more modern Stone Square Keep constructions. Year 7 demonstrated a 
lot of creativity with models made from cardboard, matchsticks, papermache and even cake! 
There are too many students to praise individually and judging the overall winner proved 
incredibly difficult. The History Department would like to congratulate Matheo Johnson (7Y2) as 
the final winner. An enormous thank-you to all students who participated. Well done Year 7! 

Mr Wayman and Miss Howell 

http://www.vodafone.co.uk/digitalparenting
http://www.internetmatters.org
http://www.themix.org
http://www.parentzone.org.uk


 

I welcomed Year 8 back from their Christmas break with an 
assembly themed around their resolutions for the coming 
year. Students inevitably create their own personal aspirations 
and goals, but I wanted them to reflect on what aspects of 
Academy life they could make a positive change in. As well as 
looking at progress and attitude, we remembered the Year 8 
Expectations of kindness and kinship in values we hold high and 
we should try to live every day.   

There has been a great deal of excitement about the trips offered 
to Year 8 students to the Shri Swaminarayan Mandir in Neasden 
and the Harry Potter Studios Tour in Watford. Hopefully students 
are looking forward to these opportunities. There will be more 
trips in the future, including a trip to see a musical in the Summer 
term, so if you missed out this time, watch this space! 

Mr J Powell 

'Review and reflect' has been a key part of the Year 9’s 
development and understanding this term, and it has been 
wonderful to see so many students taking the time in their 
lessons and in tutor time, to reflect on the work that they have 
been doing, the targets to set themselves so that they 
continuously make progress and also the way(s) in which they 
can achieve this.  

To then lead and share on these reflections whilst at the Year 9 
Parent Consultation Evening has been a real delight and I do 
hope that the Year 9 students continue to review their progress.  

Miss K Bingham 

The Spring term began with an Assembly for Year 7 thinking 
about New Year’s resolutions and how we can make sure that 
our resolutions are not “in one year and out the other”.  We 
thought about how we should set targets for ourselves that are 
achievable both in our academic life but also just as importantly 
in our social circles. Small changes can make a big impact: 
holding doors open for each other; keeping an eye out for 
others who are perhaps having a difficult time; being kind.  As 
you are aware, we hand out Gold, Silver and Bronze stars for 
students who top the Achievement points table at the end of 
each half term.  You may not know that we also hand out Blue 
stars to students who have shown kindness to others either at 
home or in school.  It is a pleasure to hand these awards out 
and I ask students and staff alike to let me know if you have 
seen something worthy of such an award.   

Students should have received their PR2 assessments this week.  
I would encourage students and parents/carers to look over this 
information together and see where things are going well and 
where there is room for improvement. If a subject has identified 
an area that needs work, students should consider having a 
conversation with their teacher to see how they can improve 
this.  We have a lot of support available for students to access 
including several subjects which offer after school sessions and 
of course, the homework club which can help plug those gaps 
and raise academic achievement.   

Mrs S Postins 

As you will know, we have recently released the Doddle App for 
student and parent users. The app should be easy and intuitive 
for all students and parents to set up. Further information can be 
found here: https://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/app-step-by-step/ 

If you experience any problems with Doddle or the Doddle App, 
please do contact your child’s Head of Year.  

We are delighted to congratulate 
Amelia Fleming who is our first 
student to receive her Duke of York, 
iDEA Award certificate from 
Buckingham Palace.  

Furthermore, we offer huge 
congratulations to Erin Belcher and 
Emily Mathers who have both 
recently received their Bronze 
Award certificates.  

Fabulous work ladies! 

Mrs C Chilton 

https://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/app-step-by-step/


 

All students in Key Stage 4 
continue to have access to 
GCSEPod to help support the 
exam preparation and 
revision. The guidance is that 
students should watch 3 pods 
every evening, as part of the 
regular diet of revisiting their 
work.  

We have been delighted with the response to this initiative: over 
10,000 pods have now been watched by students, which is well 
above the national average. Each week in assemblies, and also 
displayed on the Key Stage 4 notice board, we celebrate those 
students who have made the most progress in terms of Doddle 
usage.  

If you haven’t done so already, please do ask your child to show 
your GCSEPod and the revision material on offer to support their 
progress. 

Mr N Owen 

This continues to be a very 
busy and demanding time 
for students in Key Stage 4. 
I hope that every student 
finds enjoyment in learning 
and being part of our 
Longsands Community.  

To support this, students 
receive achievement points 
to reward their excellent 
attitude to learning or 
academic excellence. The 
current leader board, since 
the start of this academic 
year, is shown here: 

Mr N Owen 

Home Learning is an essential element in GCSE success. 
Educational research shows that completion of home learning at 
Secondary School can help a student to progress by an additional 
5 months. 

Home learning tasks are now located on Doddle for students and 
parents/carers to access. In order to further support the 
excellent attitude to learning habits of Year 11 and Year 10 
students, a centralised detention system continues to be in 
place. Should a student not submit his/her home learning task, a 
lunchtime detention will be issued on the same day. For period 5 
lessons, the detention will be issued for the next school day. 
Teachers will of course exercise discretion for extenuating 
circumstances. The detention is held by me in F1 and parents/
carers will be informed via email as soon as the detention is 
given.  

Mr N Owen 

Year 11 Form 

1st 11SCW 

2nd 11JSS 

3rd 11GES 

4th 11ORW 

5th 11HJL 

6th 11KAS 

7th 11JCP 

8th 11IJF 

9th 11CLW 

10th 11SSH 

Year 10 Form 

1st 10CMC 

2nd 10MDP 

3rd 10FJW 

4th 10EMS 

5th 10NTD 

6th 10SWB 

7th 10IMB 

8th 10AKR 

9th 10AJH 

10th 10CB 

Senior Assistant Principal: Director of KS4 

The Academy would like to take this opportunity to remind 
parents/carers of the responsibility that Key Stage 4 students 
undertake when using any of the academies ICT equipment. 
Under the terms of the ICT Parent/Carer Acceptable Use 
Agreement, students should be aware that: 

“The ICT systems are monitored for safety purposes (filtering and 
dedicated internet sites). In the event of a possible breach of the 
Acceptable Use Policy, it is possible to trace the user’s activity 
back on the system but the day-to-day activity of users is not 
checked in real time (for privacy reasons).” 

Students must also be aware that they must not: 

“download, use or upload any material that is under copyright. 
Always seek permission from the owner before using any 
material from the Internet. If in doubt, or you cannot obtain 
permission, do not use the material.” 

Full terms and conditions of the ICT usage policy can be found on 
the Academy website. 

Please take the time to discuss/remind your children about the 
importance of staying safe on the Internet, and of responsible 
computer use. In extreme circumstances, we reserve the right to 
withdraw computer access which clearly negatively impacts on 
the availability of students to access their work needed for GCSE 
success. 

Van Cols, the school photographers, were in the Academy on 
the 29th January to take individual, form and whole year group 
photographs. The students conduct was superb.  

Should you wish to purchase these photographs, please make 
payment to our Finance Department before the deadline of 1st 
March 2019. 

Mrs S Hills 



 

It has been a busy and productive half term for Year 10 students 
as they have proceeded with their GCSE courses and taken 
advantage of sporting and charitable opportunities on offer. 
Many students have made outstanding academic progress, with 
high numbers of achievement points and record GCSEPod use in 
evidence; there is much to be proud of. 

Many Year 10 students have now secured their Work Experience 
placements, and they have chosen some excellent destinations, 
which will be beneficial as they consider their future careers. 
Those who are still searching for placements will benefit from 
using their completed CVs; Year 10 tutors and Mrs Jordan, our 
Work Experience Co-ordinator, are able to offer further 
guidance. I am very much looking forward to this excellent 
opportunity for all Year 10 students to expand their skills and set 
goals for the future. Mr Breakspear is delighted to report that 
many of students have engaged well with their external 
mentoring programme; they are being mentored by skilled 

leaders from a range of sectors and workplaces, with a view to 
developing their aspirations and skills for the future. 

Looking ahead to the next half term, Year 10 students will receive 
their latest assessments in the week following February half term 
holiday. This will present an ideal opportunity to reflect on 
progress made, and to target areas for development. The next 
academic milestone for our Year 10 students is their Mock Exams 
in May; the February report will allow them to progress with 
clear targets towards this milestone. There are further exciting 
extra-curricular opportunities available as Interform returns in 
March, and we also have exciting activities planned to raise 
money for Comic Relief. 

I look forward to seeing all Year 10 students make progress and 
take advantage of these opportunities next half term. 

Miss F Rose 
Head of Year 10 

Next half term, we look forward to the ‘Learning Performance 
Day’ on Wednesday, 27 February where all students will attend a 
1 hour workshop about effective revision strategies. There is an 
important Parent Information Evening at 6pm regarding ‘Exam 
Preparation’ where the GCSE Summer Exam Timetable will be 
launched. Please put the date in your diaries! 

We also look forward to the Prom Fayre on Thursday, 21 March 
at 6.00 pm. The entry to the event is free and students can look 
forward to a variety of companies offering discounts on dresses, 
hair, make-up, transport and much more. 

Year 11 will experience a second period of mock examinations 
w/b the 11th March and engage in a ‘Walking-Talking’ process 
when reviewing their knowledge and understanding which 
emphasises exam technique. This will further prepare them for 
success in their summer examinations. 

The Academy will be open to students over the half-term 
holiday, with the opportunity for quiet independent study in the 
Library on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9.00 am until 
3.00 pm. There is also a coursework catch-up session for Child 
Development on Thursday in D8 from 10.00 am until 2.00 pm. 
Revision materials are available on Doddle for all students, 
including revision checklists for the forthcoming mock 
examinations and key updates for each subject. 

We wish all students in Year 11 the very best for their mock 
examinations and would like to take this opportunity to thank 
parents/carers for their ongoing support and encouragement of 
your son/daughter in this important GCSE year. 

Keep up the good work Year 11 - we all believe in you. 

Mrs Hills 
Head of Year 11 

Deadline for full payment of the Prom tickets, Yearbook, Hoodies is the 29th March. Following this, the students will be given the 
colours for the Hoodies the following week and then the order will be processed. If you have questions about these, please contact 
Miss Saunders.  

Earlier this term, all Year 11 students had a CEAIG interview to 
discuss their post 16 destination plans. An overwhelming majority 
of the year group are planning to study at the Astrea Sixth Form St 
Neots. These interviews begin on Monday, 25 February and we 
wish the students well in this interview process. For any student 
who is applying elsewhere – either for an apprenticeship or to a 
different Sixth Form/College – please can we ask that their form 
tutor is made aware when applications have been sent and when 
confirmation of places have been secured. For students who are 
still unsure or need further advice please ensure that you seek out 
Mrs Martindale who will be able to arrange a guidance interview 
for you. 

Throughout the year, we’ve been working hard with all the Senior 
Prefects to contribute to both the school and the wider 
community. Just before Christmas, the Raising Awareness 
Committee worked hard to organise 'Longsands’ Got Talent' 
alongside Miss Saunders in order to raise money for Parkinson’s 
and Stand up to Cancer UK. The students enjoyed watching their 
talented teachers battling it out to win the trophy. Mr Larkman 
ended up victorious after performing his rendition of Lego House 
by Ed Sheeran. The event ended up raising £1500, huge thanks to 
everyone who participated or paid to come and watch. 

Additionally, all form groups participated in the annual ‘Christmas 
Hamper Challenge’, where all donations went our St Neots 
Foodbank. In total, Longsands donated 240 hampers which 
undoubtedly had a tremendous impact for many families during 
the festive period. We would like to thank all students who 
showed incredible generosity and donated. 

Tara Loader (Head Girl) 



 



Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial  

Find us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/longsandsnews  

Find us on YouTube  

 

For general communication, please call 01480 353535 or email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org   

To report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or email absence@astrea-longsands.org   

To be as cost effective as possible when we communicate with you, we endeavour to email correspondence home whenever possible 
so please make sure you have supplied us with a current and valid email address.  

We also like to share students achievements and successes via our social media channels. Why not connect with us there too?  

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial      Find us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/longsandsnews 

On Friday, 8 February 2019, students 
from KS4 and 5 slept in cardboard boxes 
in the KS4 courtyard to raise money for 
two excellent charities, Shelter and Help 
Refugees. In all, we raised £550.  

Miss Rose and Miss Saunders, who organised the event, would 
like to thank Brittain’s Furnishers for the generous donation of 
cardboard for making shelters, and Il Girasole restaurant, St 
Neots, for the tasty pizza. We would also like to thank everyone 
from the school community and beyond who donated to the 
charities, and to all the students and staff who took part. 

Although it was a cold night, it didn’t freeze,  and we 
definitely gained valuable insights into how homelessness 
affects families across the UK. Ms Zoylinos gave us a very 
interesting talk on her experiences working with homeless 
refugees in Europe, which was really informative.  

We have received a personalised thank-you note from Shelter 
for the donation they received and we are proud of our efforts. 

Nathan Wyatt, Grace Moseley and Heather Creasey, Y12 

Thank you for spreading the word about dog walking on the 
Academy site. The numbers of dog walkers have fallen since our 
last newsletter which is really pleasing. Please note, the 
Academy site must not be used as a short cut for safeguarding 
reasons. Please use the footpaths on either side of our site 
rather than walking through.                                          Mrs C Greaney 

Many of you will have seen recent media coverage 
both in newspapers and on social media in relation 
to the use of mobile phones within the school 
environment. Our current policy permits students 
to use mobile phones in social times in designated 
social areas. We began a review of our mobile 
phone policy in November and have been seeking 
the views of students and staff over the past few weeks. We 
have also been contacted by some parents who have expressed 
their views on the use of mobile phones in the Academy.  

We intend to do some further work on the policy in the week 
after half term, therefore we would like to invite parents who 
haven’t already contacted us to share any views via 
enquiries@astrea-longsands.org if you have thoughts you would 
like to share. We are not able to respond to all emails personally, 
however, do please rest assured that every email will be read 
and the views within considered as a part of our review. Many 
thanks for your help and we will be in touch before Easter about 
the next steps. 

Mrs C Greaney 

Our Young Enterprise team have been 
working hard since September last year, 
setting up and running their own 
business. They attended the second 
Young Enterprise fair in Peterborough in January which provided 
another good selling opportunity. Well done everyone!                                                          
Mrs J Powell 

The Visual Arts department enjoyed an evening celebrating the 
hard work of Year 11 Fine Art, Graphics and Photography 
students. They have been working on their coursework based on 
the starting point 'Identity'. Further information and a selection 
of images can be seen on our Facebook page:   
www.facebook.com/400128780178375/posts/1030081283849785/  

Miss G Ward 
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