
At Longsands Academy we recognise 
the importance of charity and 
helping others as a key means to 
promote our core value of ‘care and 
respect for self and others’. As such, 
we work with our students 
throughout each academic year to 
support a range of good causes 
locally, nationally and, on occasion, 
globally. Students routinely take 

ownership of events via our Student Voice committees, choosing 
which causes to support, often for reasons that have impacted on 
them personally or those near to them. The supporting events 
and activities play an important part in demonstrating to our 
students the positive impact that their actions can have on 
society and their potential to be a force for good in modern 
Britain.  

On a national scale, staff, students and their families regularly 
support charitable fund-raising events including Race for Life, 
Comic and Sports Relief as well as pausing to remember those 
affected by war, on Remembrance Day when sales of poppies 
provide financial assistance to those in need. During this past 
term, we were delighted to be able to contribute over £3,500 for 
Children in Need which saw a wonderful partnership between all 
stakeholders in Longsands Academy when we came together in 
the evening to enjoy a staff football match.  

We are also proud that students have continued to support 
causes in their local community. This has included a number of 
initiatives led by Miss Saunders and our Senior Prefects including 
the McMillan Coffee morning, raising over £200, and the Diary 
Raffle for Cancer Research that raised approximately £100. 
Recently, Prefects visited the local care home, Nelson Lodge, 

where they met and spoke to the residents for the afternoon. As I 
write this article, students are busy compiling Christmas Hampers 
for our local food bank; please enjoy the video that our Senior 
Prefects made to help explain suitable items to include in the 
hamper: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vItzL6YIIQ4.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, many staff are feverishly rehearsing for their star turn 
in ‘Longsands’ Got Talent’, taking place on the 17th December; 
tickets are on sale to students with all proceeds going to 
Parkinsons UK and Cancer Research. Meanwhile, our Key Stage 3 
Student Voice team, led by Mr Lampett, are busy planning our 
annual Christmas Bazaar, an opportunity to enjoy some well-
earned festive cheer as well as affording students the opportunity 
to understand and support the needs of our local community.   

Our core value highlights our aim to develop in students care and 
respect for self as well as others and, whilst together, we 
regularly and routinely support those less fortunate than 
ourselves, it is rare that we look at the needs of our own 
community when investing our energies to various fund-raising 
events. As financial pressures in the education system continue to 

Continued on page 2... 

We were absolutely thrilled to receive notification that a Longsands student won last half term’s Doddle 
competition!  

The competition looks at the top using students on Doddle, which is our new resource for home learning 
and revision, with prizes for the top 5 students from different schools. 

Congratulations to Senior Prefect, Amber Williams, who was one of the top users of Doddle between 
September and October 2018. We were delighted to present Amber with some prizes and a certificate of 
congratulations on this achievement.  

Mr N Owen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vItzL6YIIQ4
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mount, we find ourselves increasingly restricted in the resources 
we have available to maintain and improve our Academy.  

With the support of a parent with significant experience of school 
fund-raising, we will be launching a new initiative in the New Year 
with the aim of raising £30,000 to develop and improve students’ 
social areas around the site which are always in high demand and 
regularly an item which Student Voice highlights as needing our 
attention. Staff and students will be working alongside parents, 
businesses and our community with the aim of supporting this 
cause which will benefit the students themselves and our own 
school community. I am delighted to be able to report that, to 
date, we have already received the following contributions from a 
variety of stakeholders, to support a range of improvements at 
the Academy: 

  £1000 donation from the St Neots Town Council; 

  £3000 from the Proceeds of Crime Act for a ‘Community 
Gardens Project’ which invests in outdoor spaces for young 
people; 

  2 donations of football and rugby kit and 
equipment from parents; 

  donation of a baby grand piano by an ex-student 
with an approximate value of £3000; 

  £10,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund to 
support the delivery of the History curriculum in 
a local context, investigating the role of local 
regiments in Palestine in WW1. 

Whilst not all of these contributions, however much appreciated, 
support our focus on students’ social spaces, they all demonstrate 
the willingness of our community to support our Academy and 
make it an improved place to learn and work.  

Finally, I would like to wish you and your family a happy and 
restful festive break and I look forward to welcoming students 
back to the Academy in the new year. 

Martin Paine 
Principal 

This term we bid fond farewells to the following staff: Paul Doyle, Kate Gentry, Tessa Groome, Diane Jackman, Ian Hopkins, Sue Jones, 
Louise Knox, Catherine Weaver.  We also wish Mrs Sparrow  and Mrs Parsons the very best as they commence their maternity leave. 

Also to Lisa Plowman and Marios David (who now work at Ernulf Academy) we wish them, along with colleagues named above,  
all the very best for the future. 

At the start of November, the History department took 47 Year 
11 History students to Berlin to consolidate and enrich their 
knowledge of German history in the context of their GCSE 
studies of Nazi Germany and  the Cold War. Itinerary highlights 
included a tour of the Reichstag, a walking tour of central 
Berlin, a visit to the TV Tower, a trip to Postdam to see the 
venue of the Postsdam Conference in 1945 and a visit to 
Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp. We were also able to 
visit the Olympic Stadium and watch Hertha Berlin somewhat 
disappointingly lose to RB Leipzig. It was a great trip and I 
would like to thank the students for their immaculate 
behaviour throughout.  

I hope their appreciation for the trip lingers long after their 
History GCSE exam.  

Mr N Owen 

Kiana has been volunteering at 
the 'shoebox warehouse' at 
Berkeley Street Methodist 
Church in Eynesbury to support 
the Samaritan's Purse Shoebox 
Appeal. 

Over this time the busy team of 
volunteers have processed 3634 
shoeboxes that will be distributed to children in Liberia over 
the Christmas period. This is wonderful, Kiana, we are sure the 
children who receive shoeboxes will be very happy. 

Huge congratulations to Riley who 
is a competitive swimmer. Last 
weekend he competed at a swim 
meet in Newmarket where he won 
three medals in the boys 11 year 
old category: 

 Gold in the 100m butterfly 
 Silver in the 50m butterfly 
 Bronze in the 100m freestyle  

He also smashed two of his 
swimming club’s records and achieved his aim of obtaining 
County qualifying times for the County Champs in January. 

This is incredible Riley, keep up the good work! 



 

Schools may only authorise leave of absence requests 
in exceptional or unavoidable circumstances. We will 
not authorise family holidays being taken in term time 
as learning is disrupted and the lost time is detrimental 
to the educational progress of the child.  

We ask parents who feel it is absolutely unavoidable 
that they take their annual holiday (or any other 
proposed special occasions) during term time to notify 
the Academy, by completing a Leave of Absence form, 
at least four weeks in advance of the proposed date, 
explaining the circumstances. 

Any parent who takes a child out of school for term 
time leave for 6 consecutive sessions (3 days) or more, 
not authorised by the school (under the exceptional 
circumstances rule), will receive a Penalty Notice. 
Absences are unauthorised because they are neither 
exceptional nor unavoidable. A penalty notice of £60 is 
issued per parent/carer, per child. 

A student who is arriving to school late must sign in at the admin office. Detentions will be given to students who are late to registration. 
If a student arrives after 9.15 am (without evidence of a medical appointment) they will receive a U Code, this means they have arrived 
after the register has closed. A penalty notice will be issued to parents/carers if a student has received a U code on 8 or more occasions. 
Please ensure your child is getting to school on time. 

Mrs K Baker 



 

A special mention goes to 
Longsands very own ‘Ginny’ 
who not only volunteered to 
sell tickets at the football 
match and attend to any 
injured players, but also 
spent an entire week baking 
cakes to order - ready to sell 
to staff. 

Ginny personally raised 
£250 for Children in Need! 

Very well done Ginny, this is 
a wonderful example of  
effort and achievement and 
we are very proud of you! 

Our Children in Need charity day, saw students and staff across 
Longsands Academy coming together to raise a huge amount of 
money for an incredible cause. The Academy issued a non-
uniform day which allowed students to show their support by 
sporting various Children in Need clothing whilst donating £1 to 
the charity. In addition, many students went above and beyond 
and held an outstanding bake sale which was greatly supported 
by staff who also joined in with the baking fun.  

Students also raised money by selling ducks for the National 
Children in Need Duck Race sweepstake which was greatly 
supported and won by Miss Bingham who chose James Pond as 
her duck. All of the events on the day demonstrated the strong 
community spirit Longsands possesses and overall the day was a 
huge success with students exhibiting  an un-paralleled desire 
to support those less fortunate than them.  

Mr J Lampett 



 

Year 8 have made a fantastic start to their year.  As they settled 
into an important year, they have focused and made great 
progress and we were 
able to celebrate this at 
our recent Year 8 
Consultation Evening. 

It was wonderful to see 
so many parents and 
carers with their 
children entering into 
deep and meaningful 
discussions about the 
progress they had made and the next steps that can be made on 
their journey to success. The 'Ladders of Success', a new 
addition to our Consultation process, were just that, but as 
always, we welcome your feedback.   

Year 8 have also been living up to the Year 8 Expectations based 
around the year group ethos of Kinship: 

•      We care for and look after each other  

•     We are mindful of each others feelings and think before you         
say or write something that could be offensive or hurtful 

•      We remain positive and resilient  

•      We try our best and help others to succeed 

•     We make the right choices and decisions, both in and out of 
school 

Mr Paine has shared several heart warming moments in his 
weekly bulletins over the past term where Year 8 students have 
helped members of the wider community, truly embodying the 
ethos of Kinship that we foster in Year 8. Long may this 
continue. I am hugely proud of all of our students; of what they 
have achieved and what they are yet to accomplish, of their 
manner and conduct, of their strength and determination and 
most of all, of their care and kindness that they show towards 
each other, every day.   

May I wish all of you a very happy Christmas and New Year and I 
look forward to seeing and working with you all in 2019. 

Mr J Powell 

The newly appointed student leaders continue to do an 
awesome job with the various different roles that they have 
been given this term. At the moment they are busying 
themselves with helping the Year 7 and 8 forms to prepare for 
the very exciting Christmas Bazaar on Friday, 14 December. 
Having been involved in the bazaar in previous years, the 
Student Leaders are aware of the amount of organising and 
working together that takes place – so they are doing 
everything in their efforts to make this bazaar a cracker! 

A selected group of Year 9, who were doing particularly well in 
their English lessons, were asked to compete against other 
groups in their year. The challenge was to work as a team to 
write a speech that would persuade the Rotarians to vote for 
them and their chosen pitch. The students had to use all the 
different rhetorical techniques that they had been learning 
about in their English lessons. They showed a real maturity and 
an excellent understanding of what is required to make a 
powerful speech. Well done to all those that took part! 

Finally, I would like to personally congratulate Year 9 for all their 
hard work and efforts so far this year. The term has been a long 
road – and although we have not quite past the finishing line, 
the majority continue to study hard, set the example and be the 
best that they can be. The return after the Christmas break will 
involve them considering their Preference Choices and so it is 
important that they have a restful break, eat and sleep well and 
return in the New Year full of optimism for the hard but 
rewarding time ahead. Thank you Year 9.  

Miss K Bingham 

As we approach the end of the first term at Longsands for our 
Year 7s, it is a pleasure to report that the overwhelming 
majority of our students have settled well into the cadences of 
secondary education. Students have been finding  out about the 
wealth of opportunities for extra-curricular activities on offer 
such as the Drama group, Crest Science club, the Lion King trip, 
the Dance club  and even the after school homework club.  

Mrs Breakspear, Senior Assistant principal and Director of KS3, 
and I have been made really welcome on our visits to tutor 
groups. It has been a pleasure meeting the students who have 
asked us a variety of questions including ‘Do teachers swear?’, 
‘What do P.E. staff do at lunchtimes?’, ‘Which university did you 
go to?’ ‘How did you become a teacher?’, and ‘Is the door in H 
block a secret door – where does it go to?’. 

Charitable work is a really important part of Longsands’ life and 
7NDZ are leading the way with their plans to provide 150 
children in refugee camps in Calais with a bag of goodies 
including pens, pencils, a rubber, a sharpener and a party bag 
toy. They are collecting donations from all other Year 7 tutor 
groups. Good luck NDZ and well done for your initiative. 
Following the PR1 assessments a group of top performing 
students were invited to breakfast with the Principal, Mr Paine.  
We have also celebrated with doughnuts those students who 
have already been making good contributions to tutor group 
life. An excellent start – well done! 

Mrs S Postins 



 

As ever, it has been a busy term for Key Stage 4 students. As well 
as relentlessly focusing on securing excellent academic 
outcomes, considerable time has been invested in promoting 
knowledge, skills and understanding that students will need 
beyond their GCSE exams. To that end, a particular highlight has 
been the Year 10 Mock Interviews, and seeing how well our 
students interacted with the local business community. I was also 
delighted to see so many of our Year 11 students attend the 
Astrea St Neots Sixth Form Open Evening, and I look forward to 
Year 11 students finalising their post 16 plans in the CEAIG 
Interviews which will take place in the week beginning 28th 
January. Settling on a firm post 16 plan will enable students to 
retain a firm focus on the need for academic success in the final 
run in towards their GCSE exams.  

Further to previous communication on this matter, I am 
delighted that the Academy has invested in GCSEPod to help 
support the exam preparation and revision of all Key Stage 4 
students. If you haven’t done already, please do ask your child to 
show your GCSEPod and the revision material on offer to support 
their progress. I have every expectation that this independent 
revision tool can help accelerate the progress of all of our 
students.  

Mr N Owen 
Senior Assistant Principal: Director of KS4 

The Academy is continuing to focus on attendance and 
punctuality and we are writing to remind you that we expect 
your child’s attendance to be at least 96% in Key Stage 4. There 
continues to be a strong correlation between academic progress 
and attendance. Even our own analysis of last year’s Year 11 
students, shows that those students who made the best 
progress in their 2018 GCSE exams, had excellent attendance. 
Thank you so much to those families who have been working 
hard to ensure their child’s punctuality and attendance is high. 

Mr N Owen 

The Senior Prefect Team, in particular the 'Raising Awareness 
Committee' have been in the process of organising the next 
Christmas charity event. On Monday, 17 December, Longsands 
Academy will be holding the 'Longsands’ Got Talent' show. After 
the success of 'Strictly Come Dancing' last year, the Prefects are 
excited about what the staff, participating in this event, will 
perform. A huge thank you to everyone giving up their time for 
this event to raise money for two incredible causes: Cancer 
Research and Parkinson’s Disease.  

Miss K Saunders 

Our annual Year 11 photographs will be taken on Tuesday, 
29 January 2019. Details to follow after the Christmas break. 



 

Having completed their mock examinations this half-term, 
students in Year 11 should be congratulated on their outstanding 
effort and conduct throughout. We have been thoroughly 
impressed by the positive attitude in which students have 
approached this challenge, demonstrating their determination 
and resilience. In the lead up to the Christmas holidays, students 
will be able to gain insight into their performance in these 
examinations by reviewing their current understanding and 
identifying gaps in their knowledge with the support of their 
subject teachers. It is hoped that students will benefit from this 
experience, which culminates with the Mock Examination Results 
Day on Tuesday, 18 December, to ensure they are better 
prepared to achieve their personal best in their GCSEs.  

We have also been impressed with the significant improvement in 
attendance in the last few weeks of term, with several tutor 
groups achieving 100% this term. A third of the year group can 
also be proud of achieving 100% attendance on an individual 
basis. This improvement is sure to have a positive impact on 
student learning and progress. We celebrated students’ effort and 
achievement at the ‘Winter Wonderland’ event on Wednesday, 

12 December. Subject teachers were asked to nominate students 
whose attitude to learning has been superb throughout the term. 
Well done to all students who received a nomination! 

In the New Year, we look forward to welcoming Parents /Carers 
into the Academy on Wednesday, 9 January to discuss their son/
daughter’s progress thus far at the ‘Year 11 Parent Consultations’. 
Students can expect to receive individual support and guidance 
for Post-16 destinations and careers with the ‘Year 11 Options 
Interviews’ w/c 21 January. There will also be a renewed focus 
upon effective revision techniques, with continued subject 
specific clinics and the exciting introduction of GCSEPod. 

We would like to take this opportunity to remind students of the 
Academy’s expectations for uniform. Students must ensure that 
they return to the Academy in correct uniform. Year 11 have 
much of which to be proud so far this academic year. We wish 
students an enjoyable, safe and restful Christmas holidays and 
look forward to welcoming them back in the New Year. 

Mrs S Hills 
Head of Year 11 

As Mrs Parsons begins her maternity leave in January, I am 
excited to take over leadership of our Year 10 cohort. They are a 
talented group with very bright futures ahead of them, who 
currently contribute a lot to the life of the Academy. As Head of 
Year, my priority will be maintaining the high standards of 
behaviour, progress and attitude to learning that many of our 
Year 10 students currently demonstrate, and supporting others to 
meet this standard.  

Year 10 is a hugely important year, as our students develop deep 
knowledge of their GCSE subjects, alongside the independent 
study skills to succeed at GCSE. We are fortunate to have a wealth 
of resources to support our learners, and I will be strongly 
encouraging Year 10 students to take advantage of learning 
technology such as GCSEPod and Doddle, in addition to subject 

clinics and other support. Outside of the classroom, the tutor 
team and I will be supporting our Year 10 students to make the 
most of a wide range of opportunities - trips and visits, sporting 
and charity events, and of course, work experience. All of these 
will prepare them for the important decisions about the future 
that they face in 2019. 

I look forward to getting to know the Year 10 students better in 
the coming weeks and months and to working with the Key 
Stage 4 team to offer them the best possible support as they 
progress with their GCSEs and pursue their future pathways. 
Should you wish to contact me, please don't hesitate to email 
frose2@longsands.cambs.sch.uk.  

Miss F Rose 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate the vast majority of Year 10 
students on their approach towards being in Key Stage 4. The first 
Progress Review, published earlier this half term, indicate 
excellent attitude towards both their academic work and their 
behaviour within school. The new uniform looks smart and we are 
pleased to see the overwhelming majority of the year group have 
now invested in it. For any student who hasn’t yet purchased the 
new uniform, please do so before the Easter deadline.  

The Year 10 students have been involved in a number of activities 
this Autumn term ranging from rugby and netball inter form, to 
the trip to Battlefields, to being involved in the Children in Need 
day, signing up to participate in DofE and the Ecuador trip in 2020, 
attending the Kings College Cambridge Carol Concert and having 
the mock interviews. For all of the activities the feedback that we 
have received has been extremely complimentary with regards to 
their behaviour and attitude, with some of the employers at the 
mock interviews being so impressed that they said that they 
would have employed a number of the students on the spot!  

There are a number of events to look forward to in 2019, with the 
main focus being on Work Experience, which is an invaluable 
experience for all of the students and it has already been 
fascinating to hear some of the placements that the students have 
been discussing . 

I have enjoyed working with, and getting to know the Year 10 
students over the last term and wish them all of the best for the 
coming year and look forward to seeing how they have 
progressed on my return in 2020. I would also like to thank all of 
the parents that I have spoken to, had email conversations with 
and attended the Key Stage 4 and Work Experience evenings, as 
by working together we can ensure that we achieve the best 
experience and outcomes for each and every individual in the 
year group. 

Best wishes and have a wonderful Christmas. 

Mrs V Parsons 
Head of Year 10 

https://mail.cambsed.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=SOtWOcfW4MAsW2c2Fv-YoL5QSSuXatl1qBg1oOTGdITzL6rnuFrWCA..&URL=mailto%3afrose2%40longsands.cambs.sch.uk


 

We have had a busy and exciting term 
in Music with lots to celebrate.  Most 
recently, we held our annual 
Christmas Carol Celebration at St 
Mary's Church. It was, as always, a 
magical event and brought the wider 
Longsands community together at 
this special time of year.  

It was also my first opportunity to 
dust off my baton and conduct the 
Show Band and Choirs, which was an 
honour.  

We started the year with the inaugural Year 7 Concert, which was 
a massive success and inspired many of our young 
musicians.  Singing has been a focus of the musical work we have 
covered so far with Year 7 and it was lovely to see the Ritchie Hall 

stage filled with so many enthusiastic and smiling faces.  As a way 
of commending these young people, we ran a trip to see The Lion 
King, which was a huge success.  The students thoroughly enjoyed 
the show (including the ever popular slush puppies) and returned 
on the coaches, singing all the way!   

Our extra curricular opportunities continue to grown and our 
flourishing String Group is the latest addition to the Music 
Department. We strive to be able to offer opportunities for all 
students to explore their musicianship and we look forward to 
developing those in the coming year.   

I would also like to thank all of the parents and 
carers who support their children in their music 
making. Without your love, support and 
dedication, we would not see the development of 
such fine musicians. 

Mr B Parkes 

In response to a number of parental concerns we would like to remind everyone that dogs are not permitted on the 
Longsands site both during the school day and in the evenings/at weekends. This applies to all areas of the site 
including the field furthest away from the school building beyond the avenue of trees.  

If you are able to spread this message to friends and neighbours who perhaps don’t have children at Longsands we 
would be very grateful. 

Mrs C Greaney 

Longsands Academy’s Outreach Committee, a student body led 
by Miss Saunders, prepared a Christmas Hamper video to 
promote the reverse advent calendar initiative to their 
peers.  Committee members worked with Form Tutors across 
the Academy to ensure that the students understood the needs 
of the Foodbank and the impact of their actions. 

David Pacini Trustee of the St Neots Foodbank, part of the 
Trussell Trust, stated that “The compassion and generosity 
shown in support of members of the St Neots community by 
Longsands will have a tremendous impact for many families 
within the town over this festive period.”  

We would like to thank all students and their families for their 
generosity which has enabled us to make such a useful donation 
to the Foodbank during this season of goodwill. 

Miss K Saunders 

During November, as part of the Year 11 Senior Prefect Outreach 
Committee, Amber Williams, Yasmine Mountaser, Tara Loader, 
Jacob Crawshaw, Gabriel Pang and Rob Folkard arranged a day 
visit to Nelson Lodge Care Home as well as going to Tesco to 
create a video for the Christmas Hamper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As Prefects we value all ages in our communities and contribution 
they make in society. By reaching out to the elderly we are 
helping bridge the generation gap by learning about one 
another's lives and giving them company to make a difference. 
During our visit both myself and the prefects were amazed at 
how much the elderly people had to say about their childhood, 
from their stories about school and the stories about the war. It 
was striking to see the impact a brief visit had on lightening the 
resident's day. At Longsands we believe it is vital to create an 
open community, to keep it feeling alive and vibrant. We hope 
that the residents found the visit just as worthwhile as we have 
and we can't wait to go back soon! Thank you to Miss Saunders 
for arranging this trip. 

Yasmine Mountaser, Deputy Head Girl (Year 11) 



 

Very well done to all the students who ran for Longsands Academy at the District Cross Country 
Championships in Huntingdon on Tuesday, 21 November. Huge congratulations to Alicia 
Athersmith who is District Champ! Well done also to Ben Joyce who finished 2nd in the junior 
boys race and to all students who took part.  

Minor Boys: 4th Danny Williams, 5th Hayden Leach 

Minor Girls: 9th Trixie Ayrton, 12th Grace Langdale, 14th Poppy Bailey 

Junior Boys: 2nd Ben Joyce, 9th Jacob Willmott, 12th Carson Reed 

Junior Girls: 6th Sofia Fisher-Diaz, 7th Isabella Fleming  

Inter Boys: 6th Jamie Peters, 8th Brandon Dyer, 9th Joe Wilson, 10th Tyler Parkes 

Inter Girls: 1st Alicia Athersmith, 7th Jasmine Williams 

The top 16 placed students in the District Championships have been selected for the County Championships on Saturday, 12 January at 
Netherhall School, Cambs. Congratulations! My thanks to all students for their excellent behaviour, sportsmanship and efforts, all of 
which made for a wonderful event. 

Mr S Hood 

After winning their District Netball Tournament, the U16 Netball Team had the chance 
to compete at the County Finals. The tournament was on Saturday, 10 November at The 
Perse in Cambridge. The results were as follows: 

1st Stephen Perse, 2nd Hinchingbrooke, 3rd Longsands, 4th St Marys, 5th The Perse,  
6th Impington, 6th Kings Ely, 7th The Peterborough School, 8th Ely College. 

This makes the squad the 3rd best team in the County - an achievement of which to be 
very proud! The team conducted themselves with great sportsmanship throughout the 
tournament and the season. Well done to all the players. 

Mrs S Hills 

Language Leaders 

Year 10 Language Leaders have been set the challenge of 
designing and delivering a project to create a fun resource to be 
used in MFL lessons. Projects have included a Christmas quiz, a 
video tour of the school in German, a French storybook, a Mr Men 
story in Latin based on Mr Wayman, a Spanish rap song and a 
short lesson taught by Language Leaders in French. Language 
Leaders have met each week and worked in small groups on their 
projects. We have been very impressed by their commitment and 
enthusiasm which clearly demonstrates how keen they are to 
share their love of learning languages with the rest of the school. 

Christmas Card Exchange with France and Germany 

This year Longsands students in Year 8 and 9 decided to send 
Christmas greetings to our link schools in France and Germany 
(Lycée Jean-Baptiste de la Salle Rouen and Inda-Gymnasium) in 
the form of Christmas cards, many of which were handmade by 
the students themselves. Whether handmade or bought, each 
student personalised their card with Christmas greetings and a 
reflection about what Christmas means to them and which 
customs and traditions they enjoy. One student wrote, “Sending a 
card makes me feel like I am sending proper Christmas wishes as 
social media has taken over somewhat from traditional paper 
cards. I can’t wait to get one back written in a different language”. 

MFL staff will enjoy 
handing out cards sent 
by French and German 
students. We will all 
enjoy reading, sharing 
and translating the 
cards in lessons. 

A link with Germany: Poppies to remember 

We are delighted that students from Longsands and Inda-
Gymnasium, Aachen are continuing with our annual ‘Poppy 
exchange’ to commemorate Remembrance Day. Our students 
wrote and explained the significance of Remembrance Day and 
included personal reflections about what it means to them.  

Steffi Gray, a teacher at Inda-Gymnasium, who began her 
teaching career at Ernulf, told us that her students were touched 
about how much time and effort our students had put into 
creating the poppy parcel.                                               Mrs  J Swainston  



 

We are asking parents to support the 
school by reminding their children to 
ensure that scooters and bicycles are 
locked in the bike sheds.  

The school has two sheds, one at Kings 
Lane and one by the Science department. 
Bikes and scooters should NOT be locked 
against any fences as these areas have 

previously been a target for thieves.  

If a student arrives late or needs to leave early they can go to 
reception and ask that the sheds are unlocked and our Site Team 
will be very happy to help.  

Furthermore, please can you ensure that students wear a helmet, 
has lights and bright or reflective clothing to ensure they are 
visible in the dark morning and evenings? Thank you.  

Mrs M Todd 

Young carers are students under the age of 18, who provide regular care or support to another family 
member who is disabled, physically or mentally ill, or has a substance misuse problem.  

Some of the ways young people may care for someone are: Staying at home in order to provide physical or 
mental support  Helping the family member  to get up, get washed and dressed  Completing  many  
household chores like shopping, cleaning and cooking  Looking after younger brothers and sisters  Providing emotional support  

At Longsands we are aware that some of our students are carers. We have a social group dedicated to young carers which aims to offer 
help and support. This group meets after school every Wednesday in F1. We work closely with The Carers Trust Cambridgeshire, 
Peterborough and Norfolk and Centre 33. 

For further information about our young carer provision, please email Mrs Davis: adavis@longsands.cambs.sch.uk 

On Wednesday, 21 November we held our annual mock interviews for Year 10. We were 
supported by a number of local and national employers including Tesco, Barclays and Marshall 
Aerospace. 

The activity enabled students to get an experience of the interview process and consider how to 
make a good first impression. This event is part of our wider focus on employability and preparing 
students for the world of work.  

Employers were extremely impressed by our students who were focused and well prepared. We 
received feedback from one employer who said - 'Thank you for inviting us to Longsands,  we 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. The students were wonderful and surprised me with their various 
ambitions and hobbies.’  

Students themselves were asked to provide feedback and commented that the interviews ‘…made me think about what I could do to 
impress a future employer when going for an interview” and were ‘Very useful, I received helpful feedback. The employer I had was 
supportive.’ 

Mrs K Martindale 

It has come to our attention that some students are engaging in activities out of school hours that are dangerous and could potentially 
cause serious injury. This has included setting fires in park areas where clearly the consequences could be devastating. We are 
concerned for the safety of students, particularly now the evenings are drawing in and we would urge that parents ensure they are fully 
aware of where their children are, who they are with and what activities they are engaging in if they are not at home. 

Mrs C Greaney 

On Thursday, 6 December, students and staff enjoyed a 
fantastic day at the Twickenham Varsity Match to end the rugby 
season. Our Year 7 & 8 teams won both of their games before 
the boys enjoyed watching a great game of rugby between 
Oxford and Cambridge. 

Mr S Hood 



 

One of the highlights of last academic year was the positive 
feedback  from parents and carers about the support their child 
had received, and the impact it had in terms of enabling students 
to reflect thoughtfully on their learning. Students were routinely 
able to take a leading role during their Consultation Meetings with 
teachers and able to discuss their successes, targets and next 
steps. 

 

 

To further support the conversations parents and carers have 
about ‘how are you getting on….’ and what ‘working harder’ 
actually means, we have produced ‘Ladders of Success’ and 
‘Mindsets of Successful Students’ guidance which was launched to 
Year 8 students and their families at the first consultation meeting 
of the academic year.  You will see from feedback to our survey 
that the guidance has been very well received.   

 

 

 

If you aren’t a Year 8 parent rest assured that you will find out 
more when your child prepares for their consultation (dates 
below), and when we meet with you in the new year.  

May I take this opportunity to thank your continue encouragement 
of your child; creating the time to talk about or support their home 
learning plays a vital role in supporting progress. 

Mrs C Chilman 
Senior Assistant Principal  – Learning and Teaching 

Remaining Parent Consultation Dates for this Academic Year 

9 January 2019 — Year 11 

6 February 2019 — Year 9 

1 May 2019 — Year 7 

12 June 2019 — Year 10 

“Teachers knew about my son’s progress: more 

impressively so did he!”   

“The confidence my child demonstrated reviewing her learning was 
impressive: reviewing progress in lessons, and looking at ladders of 

success in form time has made her much more confident” 

Great Results from the Year 8 Parent Survey! 

95% of Year 8 parents agreed that their child was able to 
explain their progress well during the meeting 

90% of Year 8 parents were impressed by their child’s 
knowledge of the ‘next steps’ needed to make further 
progress. 



Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial  

Find us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/longsandsnews  

Find us on YouTube  

On the evening of Thursday, 15 November we opened our doors to 
a huge number of local families for the Open Evening for Astrea 
Sixth Form St Neots.  

Among the estimated 500 visitors, we were also delighted to 
welcome some local dignitaries; including our local Rotarians, 
Hywel Jones and Hazel Belchamber. 

It was a wonderful evening which gave departments an opportunity 
to showcase their Post-16 courses and for students and parents to 
ask questions and learn more about life at Sixth Form. 

Mr M Taylor 

 

http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg
http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBMowCLubvcN4K6llL6EyIg?app=desktop
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews

