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I sit writing this latest newsletter 

article in the afterglow of our 

celebrations with Year 11 as we 

marked the end of their formal, 

timetabled lessons.  

The day was full of emotions as 

students and staff took this 

opportunity to exchange cards, 

gifts, food and, most importantly, 

words of thanks for all that has 

happened to cement the positive relationships which were 

evident on the day. After spending time with their tutors, 

students and staff gathered in the courtyard where hoodies 

were proudly displayed, photos were taken and Yearbooks were 

feverishly signed. The day culminated in a lovely assembly 

where students were able to say a final thank-you, as well as a 

sad goodbye, to their Head of Year, Miss Furlonger, before 

being serenaded by staff and then receiving final words of 

advice and encouragement from Mr Owen.  

As you read this, a similar day will have taken place for Year 13 

students as they step away from familiar territory and make the 

brave step into the world of work or further education whilst 

Year 12 students will have just finished their own internal 

exams. Lower down the school, Year 10 will have received 

grades and feedback from recent end-of-year tests and 

students in Years 7-9 will be working hard to prepare for their 

own which begin on Monday, 11 June. As such, therefore, we 

are at a time of the year when all students will be receiving 

similar advice and guidance which is pertinent to whatever age 

they are, subject being tested or whether or not the outcome is 

formally acknowledged by an exam board. 

There is a wealth of advice and guidance which is presented to 

young people which, in recent years, has needed to be 

reconsidered as the exam system itself has adapted to 

government initiatives and become more rigorous. At the 

academy, our own focus has been on supporting students, from 

the very start of their Longsands careers, to learn effectively 

throughout the year in order embed the knowledge they need 

so that last-minute ‘cramming’ can be avoided. All learning is 

important and all testing provides useful checking points on 

what has and has not been learnt and is a proven method for 

making knowledge ‘stick’.  

Making key information ‘stick’ so that it can be readily recalled 

is not going to happen if students rely solely on their teachers 

and time in lessons. Time and effort must be invested 

independently, outside of lessons, if students are to achieve the 

very best learning and outcomes. In addition, this effort must 

be worthwhile and have a clear impact on their learning. As 

John Ruskin (a prominent social thinker and philanthropist from 

the 19th Century) once wrote, “Quality is never an accident, it 
is always the result of intelligent effort.”  

I am confident that you will agree how easy it is to forget new 

information if it is never returned to; on the other hand, I am 

mindful of how difficult it is to get a song out of my head if I 

have heard it repeatedly. This is simply a brain function and, as 

such, an issue which affects us all equally. Students can be 

heard saying that they ‘can’t learn…’ or ‘are no good at…’ but 

they all have the ability to learn and know more, it just takes 

time and effort. The importance of the need to return to 

material a number of times is vital in this process and we have 

repeatedly stressed the notion of ‘spaced repetition’ of learning 

(little and often) as something the brain requires to make 

information ‘stick’. 
Continued on page 2... 

9FJW have taken part in their annual sponsored silence and 

raised £298.61 for Great Ormond Street Hospital. They chose 

this charity as some members of the form have undergone 

treatment at the hospital.  

A special mention should go to the  families of Milly Middleton 

and Samaria Lynn for their very generous donations.  

Also to Maxwell McKnight and his family who kindly delivered 

the cheque to staff at Great Ormond street during the Easter 

break. 

Mrs West 

Sponsored Silence for GOSH 



 

From the Headteacher ...continued from page 1 

It is a straightforward task to simply read through a textbook or 

class notes, highlighting as you go, but, as a wealth of research 

states, this is proven to be an ineffective way to prepare for 

tests. I well remember attempting to use this strategy before 

becoming quickly bored and distracted and that was before the 

days of mobile phones and social media. One key strategy to aid 

effective independent learning and subsequent test or exam 

performance is ‘self-quizzing’ which I am sure will be familiar to 

any adult reading this. There are many long-established 

methods of doing this, one of which I had to employ when 

asked to quickly learn a verse to sing at the Year 11 Leavers 

Assembly! These methods include ‘read, cover, remember’ 

techniques, producing revision cards & mindmaps, completing 

past papers, answering questions from any source whether this 

be those provided by the teacher, a revision guide or even 

written by the student themselves. In addition, modern 

technologies have enabled this to be more accessible, most 

notably via the wealth of materials on the internet, mobile apps 

or our own website and VLE.  

There is, therefore, a vast array of support available to young 

people which aims to engage their interest and extend their 

learning. One potential issue arising from this is making the 

choice about which to use and this is where staff at the 

academy go to great lengths to ensure that students are guided 

to the most appropriate and effective resources. In addition to 

the guidance provided to students in lessons, advice is further 

communicated to students and parents/carers via information 

evenings, revision guides, the academy website and VLE as well 

as recent parent consultations. We also make routine use of 

external speakers and were delighted by the quality of the 

presentation given by ‘Learning Performance’ earlier in the year 

who spoke to our Year 11 students and their parents/carers. We 

are currently working with this organisation to extend their 

impact into all year groups so that the key messages given can 

be heard at a younger age to embed effective study techniques 

as a matter of habit, rather than something to be hurriedly 

developed in the weeks leading up to external exams. 

I recently read the following in the Times Education 

Supplement: “Parental Support is eight times more important in 
determining a child’s academic success than their background. 
The Campaign for Learning found that parental involvement in a 
child’s education can mean the difference between an A and 
A*.” As a parent to three daughters, all of whom are in the 

middle of end-of-year, GCSE and A Level exams, I am acutely 

aware the vital role played parents/carers in supporting their 

children at this crucial stage. Supporting them with their 

knowledge recall, engaging with what they are revising and, 

perhaps, guiding their techniques is one way of doing this; you 

may well enjoy learning something new or rekindling some past 

learning which you thought was long-forgotten! Of equal 

importance, however, is the need to support your child’s 

physical and mental well-being. There is no single correct way 

of doing this and the methods employed, the level of advice, 

encouragement, cajoling and nagging will vary depending on 

the individual. What my experience has shown me, however, is 

that all children worry about tests and exams and are united in 

their need for your love, time, attention and support, whatever 

they may say or however they may present themselves to the 

world. So, whether you are attempting to get your child to take 

a much-needed break or trying to get them sat at a desk, I 

appreciate the investment needed by parents/carers and I hope 

you are all aware of how grateful we are for this support. 

Martin Paine 

Headteacher 

On Tuesday 8th May, Amelia Fleming and Macy Masters in Year 7 

joined representatives of 15 other schools for a World Cup Day at 

the Emirates Stadium. They won this prize in a national competition 

entered by over 250 schools, run by Arsenal Double Club to 

promote language learning among young people.  

The day began with some interviews with members of Arsenal staff 

who use languages in their everyday jobs: a travel manager, the 

head of the Arsenal in the Community foundation, and a tour 

manager, as well as a video interview with outgoing manager 

Arsène Wenger, who speaks 7 languages. After a multilingual 

World Cup quiz (we narrowly missed out on winning a signed Petr 

Cech shirt), we entered a series of activities to win the Double Club 

world cup - the prize for the day! Quizzes in French included flag 

recognition, riddles and describing your dream 5-a-side team, 

followed by a series of time trial activities on the club astro.  

Sadly we weren't allowed to go on the pitch, but in between the 

activities we had a full tour of the stadium and its facilities, with plenty of opportunities for photos. Amelia and Macy held their own 

against much bigger groups from other schools, and had a great day. While we may not have come home with the Double Club 

world cup, we came back with a greater understanding of just how far languages can take you! 

Mrs  M Sebborn 

Amelia and Macy go to Arsenal! 



 

BOOTCAMP! 
In November, twelve boys from Years 8, 9 and 10 attended a three day residential boot-

camp run by a company called Personal Independence.  

The boys were collected on a Friday after school and travelled to Hindleap Warren  in Surrey. 

On arrival the boys bags were inspected and any banned items confiscated (this was just 

sweets!). For some boys the idea of handing over their mobile phones for the weekend was 

very challenging... 

Over the weekend the boys were taken out of their normal environment and into unfamiliar, 

outdoor terrain. The weekend was led by experienced youth workers and instructors, alongside an officer from the Metropolitan 

police. Some of the boys found the physical fitness challenges and team-building exercises pushed their boundaries, while others 

really enjoyed the challenge.  

One of the students overcame his fear of heights and climbed to the top of a platform and zip wired down!  

The bootcamp team have made 4 further visits to Longsands Academy to work with the boys on making better choices. The 

response from these students was overwhelming with all of them requesting that the bootcamp runs again next year; here are just 

a few snippets from them:  

“I had a great time at bootcamp. I overcame my fear of height by launching off a pedestal. It also helped me try to get over my 
anger and my fears.”  

“It has made me learn that failure is not an option.” 

“All the boys who went on boot-camp have improved but we’re not perfect.” 

“I liked the mud.” 

“The bootcamp was fun and educational and we came together as a group.”  

“I took away confidence and how to look after myself.” 

“The leaders were fantastic and encouraged us.”  

“Crawling in the mud was fantastic.” 

“Good to do physical activities instead of going on social media.” 

“The good thing about boot camp was the zipwire and the archery, I would change getting 

up early and the muddy trail.” 

Mrs F Smith 

On Thursday, 15 March, we were delighted to welcome 37 students from Inda

-Gymnasium in Aachen, Germany into the Academy for the day. Wearing 

Longsands jumpers, our German visitors were fully integrated into History and 

Maths lessons for the morning. 

We also held a languages workshop in the hall in which Year 8 Longsands 

students exchanged information with the students from Aachen in both 

English and German through activities such as 'Speed Dating'. Students from 

both schools impressed staff by their willingness to speak in both languages 

and many new phrases were exchanged. After a tour of the Academy, our 

Year 10 Language Leaders also led our student visitors on a tour of St Neots.  

We are grateful to St Neots Museum for such a warm welcome. 

Mrs L Fengler 

A Visit from German Students 

We are looking for donations of unwanted Longsands PE kit and would be grateful for any spare socks, shorts, tops etc to be 

handed in at reception. 

We have a good stock of second hand uniform, please consider using this as an alternative to buying current uniform before the 

new uniform is in place. Note - from September 2018 only Year 7 must be in the new uniform, Years 8-10 can wear either uniform 

until Easter 2019. Please email gwink@longsands.cambs.sch.uk for further information. 

Mrs F Smith 

Uniform Unzipped - PE Kit  

mailto:gwink@longsands.cambs.sch.uk?subject=Second%20Hand%20Uniform


 

Congratulations to Ron Belkin who won the East Anglian (East Counties) Schoolboys 

Championship and National Quarter Finals (Home Counties and London). He has progressed 

into National Semi-finals now.  

He sustained two injuries during his last bout but went on to win and make it through to 

the best four in England in his weight and age class. 

Read more, from the article featured in the Hunts Post. 

Miss R Middleton 

Congratulations Ron! 

In April, Ava Milne, Elliott Haylett, Ella Charboneau and Abigail Hall took part in the regional final of the UKMT team maths 

challenge at the University of Cambridge. They spent the day competing against students from other schools doing interesting 

mathematical tasks. For example, in one round they had to work as a team to solve a cross number (like a crossword, but with 

numbers). The only catch was that half of the team could only see the across clues and the other half only had the down clues.   

Once all the scores had been added up, the Longsands Academy team come 10th out of 29. This is the best result for Longsands 

in recent team maths challenges. Well done to the students who took part - you were excellent representatives of the Academy! 

For more department news, follow us on Twitter: @longsandsmaths 

Miss J Philpott 

Team Challenge Success 

If your child rides a bike into school please can we ask that you remind them of the following points: 

 Be safe, wear a helmet 

 Ride only on the road or on a designated cycle path, not on the footpath 

 Keep to the left hand side of the road, close to the kerb 

 Ride at a safe speed in single file 

 Be considerate of other road users 

Mrs C Greaney 

Cycling Reminder 

Transforming Lives Project 

Transforming lives is a project that is aimed at reducing ASB within the community and raising an 

awareness of risk taking behaviour and the consequences of this.  

The project has been funded by the Police and Crime Commissioner and  been delivered by St 

Neots RSY Early Help team in conjunction with Police and staff from Huntingdon District Council.  

The Project is running for twelve weeks and we are now nearing the end with just two sessions left 

to complete. The boys have had sessions delivered by the Fire Service, CASUS drug intervention, 

Police, Link to change and Young People’s Workers from the Early Help Team.  

It has been great to see them develop as a group over the weeks and we are looking forward to 

our celebration event at the end of June.  

Michael Kaoura 
Education Inclusion Officer 

On Sunday, 20 May, our Year 9 team attended the regional rounds of the 

Magistrates Mock Trial Competition in Mansfield, where they performed well 

against some tough opposition and finished as runners up.  

It was a fantastic display of legal enquiry by our brilliant law crew!  

Well done, Year 9!  

Miss M Howell 

Magistrates Mock Trial Competition 

http://www.huntspost.co.uk/sport/other-sports/boxing-brilliant-belkin-overcomes-top-opponent-and-injuries-to-continue-quest-for-national-title-1-5517832
https://twitter.com/LongsandsMaths


 

Congratulations to our Key Stage 3 Bikeability students for taking part and braving the rain!  

We were very impressed with the behaviour and commitment from all students. 

Please contact Mrs Alder at the Academy if you wish to sign your son/daughter up for the next 

set of training in 2019. 

Mrs S Alder 

Year 8 Race for Life 

A huge well done to all the Year 8 students who took part in the Race for Life in April!  

They all received medals for doing at least 5km and most students ended up going much further! 

Everyone put in a fantastic effort and donations can still be made online via: 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/longsandsacademy1   

Well done Year 8! 

Miss C Cann 

Bikeability 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/longsandsacademy1


 

To mark the occasion of finishing GCSE study, we are holding our annual 

Year 11 Prom at Burgess Hall, St Ives on Thursday 5 July.  

The prom starts at 7.30 pm and will finish at 11.00 pm. This is a ticket 

only affair and so Year 11 students need to bring their prom ticket along 

with them on the evening.  

If there are any issues, please see Mrs Jordan in the Key Stage 4 office.  

Year 11 External Exams 
All Year 11 students have begun their external examinations in 

a very positive and professional manner.  

Parents/carers of Year 11 students should be aware of the 

GCSE Revision and Curriculum support section on the Academy 

website. There is a host of resources here to support the exam 

preparation of our students.  

Further to previous correspondence, if Year 11 students are 

present in the Academy to attend a revision session they must 

sign in and out using the register system in the Key Stage 4 

areas. In addition, when Year 11 students come on to the 

school site to sit their exams or to attend a revision session 

they must wear full Academy uniform.  

Mr N Owen 

Year 11 Last Teaching Day and Leavers Assembly 

Year 11 tutors and Longsands staff were privileged to spend Friday, 11 

May reflecting upon the 5 years that students have spent within our 

learning community. 

After attending their final lessons in the morning, including time within 

tutor groups for photographs and an opportunity to sign yearbooks, 

students then attended a final Year 11 assembly led by Miss Furlonger 

and Mr Owen; including presentations, awards and this song from Miss 

Furlonger which encapsulates some of her favourite moments: 

https://youtu.be/MRAVyk95tAM 

Year 11 - we wish you all the very best during your exams and every 

success for the future. 

The Key Stage 4 Team 

Year 11 Prom 

https://youtu.be/MRAVyk95tAM


 

Our Year 10 BTEC Construction students have just completed their first 

practical project working with joinery skills.  

As you can see, pictured right, they have produced some free standing 

photo frames.  

Throughout the project, their attention to detail has been excellent and I 

would like to congratulate them on their careful hard work which has 

resulted in an amazing outcome. 

Very well done boys, I look forward to more great work in the future. 

Mrs D Kirk  

Year 10 BTEC 

On 30 December 2017, Shane Edgar attended a match at Cambridge 

United. At half time he played in the ‘chip the skip’ challenge where you 

play against another person to get as many footballs in the Mick George 

skip as possible. Shane won with 3 balls in the skip and won a £50 

voucher that day. 

On 5 May, Shane played for his team (and Shelford and Stapleford’s win 

won them the league title), then went straight off to Cambridge United to 

watch the last game of the season where he won the final skip challenge 

in front of over 4000 people at half time winning £500!  

Mr T Breakspear 

Shane wins £500! 

Key Stage 4 students continue to collect Achievement Points 

as teachers recognise their academic achievement and 

outstanding attitude to learning.  

The following tutor groups are leading the current league table 

in accumulating the most achievement points so far this 

academic year – well done to all students in these forms.  

 1. CLW 896  2. JCP 836  3. ORW 813 

 

Mrs V Parsons 

Achievement Points 

Year 10 Work Experience 
A reminder that all Year 10 students will have a week’s Work 

Experience beginning on Monday, 2 July.  

We have been very encouraged by the range of placements 

which students’ have secured.  

All medical forms, CVs and placement form documents should 

now be with Mrs Jordan.  

If there are any issues, please see Mrs Jordan in the Key 

Stage 4 office. 

Mrs N Jordan 

Year 10 Exams 
Year 10 students recently sat their Year 10 exams, the first of 

3 internal examination periods before they sit their external 

examinations in the summer of 2019.  

Mrs Carpenter and the Exam Invigilator team commented on 

how impressed they were with the focus and behaviour of 

students in the exam hall during this period. 

In each subject, students are currently receiving feedback 

from their Mock Exams and being asked to reflect on areas of 

strength and targeted topics where improvements need to be 

made in terms of exam skills or subject knowledge.  

The results will be sent home in the final Progress Review of 

the year on Wednesday 13 June.  

Mr N Owen 



 

At the end of April, our Year 12 Young Enterprise team won four awards at the Young 

Enterprise, Cambridge, area final. They achieved awards for:  

1. Best Trade Stand 

2. Responsible business award 

3. Best Innovation award 

4. Best Overall Company (runner up) 

The group made coasters and Christmas tree decorations using up-cycled tree branches which they cut and lasered with various 

designs. The judges were particularly impressed with their product concept and the fact that it was both sustainable and scalable. 

The team have attended various trade fairs during the year, including the St Neots Christmas Lights fair. 

The students involved are as follows: Ashli Hill, Ebony Thurland, Faye Holton, Harry Brown, Jessica Bunnage, Lucy 

Mansfield, Max Kilby, Oscar Kilby, Paige Stamford and Stefanie Cranwell. 

Very well done to you all! 

Mrs J Powell 

In February we heard that Melissa Quail Y13 had come joint 7th in the country in the 

national maths problem solving competition BMO2. Following this outstanding performance, 

Melissa was selected for the UK team for the European Mathematical Olympiad for Girls, a 

competition that took place in Florence, Italy, in April 2018. The team comprises of just four 

students.  The other three came from Cheltenham Ladies College, City of London Girls’ 

School and King Edward VII School. This was Melissa’s second time representing the UK at 

this competition.  

At the competition the contestants sat two 4.5 hour exams, with just three questions in 

each exam. Melissa’s performance in the two exams won her a bronze medal and the UK 

team achieved its highest ever ranking, coming 3rd overall. What an achievement!   

We are very proud of you, Melissa. 

Miss K Bell 

 

European Girls’ Mathematical Olympiad 2018 question:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bronze Medal for Melissa 

Awards for our Year 12 Young Enterprise Team! 

This is an example 
configuration of 
dominoes with the 
values of each row 
and column shown. 

Can you find a 5 x 5 
configuration where 
each row and column 
has a value of 3?  

This is the case when 
n = 5 and k = 3. 



 

We are delighted to announce that our Performing Arts Department were successful in bidding for a 

bursary in order to improve the radio microphones for Academy shows and theatre examinations. 

Mr Richard Brown, the Chair of Shakespeare at The George, presented a cheque to Mr Paine as a 

part of a special celebration assembly.  

Also in the assembly were performances by GCSE candidates, presenting a set text extract from 'The 

Curious Incident Of The Dog In The Nighttime' and the Year 9 Drama Troupe performing an extract 

from a play they created about 'Alice in Wonderland'. 

Please see further details in the Hunts Post, here. 

Mr T Griffiths 

£1000 Bursary from Shakespeare at The George 

We recently attended the Geography trip to Barcelona, where we had the opportunity to be 

take part in geography field work, leisure activities and experiences.  

Our field work was split up into physical geography and human geography. We both 

enjoyed the physical field work day the most because it involved us researching river 

processes and really getting our hands dirty, measuring different characteristics of the river. 

We got the chance to use new equipment that we had never seen before and also got the 

chance to apply the knowledge that we had learnt throughout geography this year into real 

life which, for us at least, really helped us to consolidate our knowledge and feel more 

confident in applying it to our Year 10 geography mock exam. Not only was this day 

informative but we all genuinely had a lot of fun in the river, and for us it was one of our 

favourite activities of the trip!  

We also took part in one day of Human geography field work which gave us the chance to 

walk around Barcelona and observe Urban change throughout the city. This, alike to 

everything else on the trip, was an amazing experience and was one that we all really 

enjoyed.  We also experienced some amazing leisure activities each day. On the first day, 

after arriving in Spain from Heathrow, we spent the afternoon on the Barceloneta beach, 

swimming with hundreds of tiny jellyfish! We also went to Las Ramblas - the shopping area, 

spending most time and money at McDonalds or Sephora.  

At night, we saw the incredible Cathedral 'La Sagrada Familia' and the Magic Fountains at Placa Espanya. We visited the 

Maremagnum shopping centre and got the chance to watch the FC Barcelona celebration parade, seeing loads of amazing 

footballers, which was very lucky. The final day saw either a visit and tour of the Camp Nou stadium, which was amazing, or a day 

shopping, before flying back to England. 

We genuinely loved the experience because it’s one that you can only experience in Barcelona and that we could only experience 

with Longsands. Thank you to all the teachers and staff involved with setting this trip up, we would not have been as safe or as 

blown away by everything we got to experience without your help. 

Kenyeh Soyei and Rob Folkard  

Congratulations Erin, Darcy and Caitlin! 

Longsands students enjoyed great success at the recent Cambridgeshire County Athletics 

Championships. 

Our congratulations to Erin Thompson achieved 2nd place U15G Long Jump, 3rd place 

U15G High Jump and 4th place U15G Hurdles! 

Also to Darcy Button who won 3 medals in 3 events. She is now U17W County Champion 

for 80m hurdles and got a Silver for high jump and a bronze for Shot.  

In addition, Caitlin Goudie threw a personal best of 39m 91cm. This not only placed her 

1st in the hammer throw for the competition but she also beat the current record for the 

county championship in her age group. To top this off she is now 6th in the country and 1st in the East region for 

the girls U15 hammer throw. Caitlin came second overall in her discus throw with over 19 metres. Meaning she 

achieved a gold and silver medal for her two events at the competition. 

Mrs S Hills 

Geography Trip to Barcelona 

http://www.huntspost.co.uk/news/school-receives-bursary-cheque-for-arts-equipment-1-5494955


 

Physics Residential at Warwick University 

In April, as a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) 

scholar, Harri Clark and I had the honour of representing the 

Academy in a 3-day Physics in Engineering residential trip at 

Warwick University. Here is a brief summary: 

Day one: On our first day I was allocated a team in which I would 

be working with at my time at university. In teams, we worked 

together to engineer a balloon tower that had to have only three 

balloons touching the base popping as few balloons as possible 

whilst making it! After a delicious lunch we started our first activity 

with Bloodhound. We had two challenges; The aim of our first 

challenge was to build a car out of K’ Nex which would travel the 

farthest. The second was to build a car out of K’Nex where the 

back wheels touches a three-metre line. Later, we headed to dinner at Rootes Restaurant before heading to a theatre to spend our 

time watching Murder on The Orient Express. 

Day Two: After a delicious breakfast buffet we headed back to our assigned project. Our next design brief was to build a car out of 

polystyrene car and a plastic rocket that. Requirements of the design were to be fast, manoeuvrable and to travel the farthest. The 

competition was evaluated in 4 criteria: teamwork, presentation, design and individual performance. After a break, lunch and a 

couple more hours at the designated project and dinner we went to make the most of the sport facilities at Warwick. 

Day Three: Working in our teams, we continued with our activity, this time making a speaker and a radio before making our way to 

a Master Class on Microscopy. After lunch, we carried on with the task before presenting and pitching our speaker and radio to 

other groups. Sadly, before I knew it, it was time to depart and say goodbye to my new friends and to our taste of life at 

University. I am grateful to the Smallpeice Trust, as without these courses young people would miss out on these amazing 

experiences and there could potentially be less students who go on to become engineers. I would like to thank Mrs Rose for 

selecting us to go on this unforgettable and inspiring experience 

Yasmine Mountaser 10SAL 

On Friday, 4 May we held workshops for groups of Year 7 and Year 8 students hosted 

by Tomorrow’s Engineers. Each year group activity consisted of a team challenge to 

successfully build and race cars using basic circuits and working out the ideal charge 

of the battery to achieve racing success. The event was well received and a real buzz 

was in the air, bringing out the competitive side to all involved. 

This was followed on Wednesday 2 May with our annual Smallpeice Trust STEM 2020 

programme. 60 of our Year 9s were invited to take part and were challenged to work 

in teams to design and build a smart building water filtration system. The day brings 

together the importance of Science, Design Technology, Engineering and Maths and 

pupils get the opportunity to see how these subjects complement each other to solve 

real life issues. 

Each team had different roles to share including a finance manager, a project 

manager a designer and marketing manager. Behaviour and attitude of all involved 

was fantastic and feedback from the day was filled with positivity and excitement. 

Students were then invited to sign up throughout the day to join the following family 

evening event which took place on the 16 May.  

This time, 20 students worked with their parents/carers to build a successful 

electronic speaker using solder and printed circuit boards.  

The atmosphere was positive and an excited, competitive buzz came from both 

students and parents with a few embarrassed students when parents managed to get 

their music playing! 

The evening has resulted in three University placement opportunities to be awarded to 

students, who particularly stood out on both occasions, to experience life after 

A levels.  

Mrs H Rose 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths)  



 

At the end of April, we were delighted to be formally presented with 

our 'Quality in Careers Standard' award. The Quality in Careers Standard is 

the national quality award for careers education, information, advice and 

guidance (CEIAG) in schools, colleges and work-based learning. All 

secondary schools are ‘strongly recommended’ by the DfE  to work towards 

this standard.  

Achieving this award is recognition that Longsands' CEIAG programme is 

successful in its drive to educate, prepare and inspire our students as they 

make decisions about their future learning and work choices.  Although the 

award was a lot of hard work I am proud to be able to assure our parents/

carers that Longsands  provides its students with careers support of the 

highest quality. 

Mrs K Martindale 

Quality in Careers Standard Award 

Over 1050 parents have now signed up for the new parental engagement system at Longsands, the 

SIMS Parent App,  allowing us to easily communicate with them.  

Whether it’s sharing information such as attendance, sending notifications when achievement points 

have been awarded, or viewing the latest progress report, all of the information is easily accessible from 

the convenience of your phone, tablet or PC.   

A clear dashboard gives parents an overview of their child’s school life, and parents with more than one 

child attending Longsands can access information on all children directly from the app.  

The data collection functionality lets you easily ensure that we hold the most up-to-date contact 

information, in the event there is an emergency. 

If you have yet to receive an email with your unique invitation code, please contact Nicola Jarvis, Data 

Manager at the Academy via njarvis@longsands.cambs.sch.uk to ensure you aren’t missing out. 

Have You Signed Up For the SIMS Parent App 

Dr Guy Sutton visited the Social Sciences department of St Neots Sixth Form 

recently, to take a group of Year 12 students through a Brain anatomy day. 

The students took part in degree level lectures and training sessions all aimed at 

stretching their understanding of brain anatomy and Psychology. 

The highlight of the day was the dissection of a sheep's brain to help understand 

the structures and functions of the mammalian brain. 

As part of the day, Dr Sutton's brought an insight into some of the most recent 

medical advances related to neuroscience and psychology. 

Dr Cullen 

The Sixth Form were pleased to welcome Cambridgeshire Traffic Officer Jon and 

the DriveIQ safety presenters to the school site in April.  

Year 12 students got meet Traffic Officer Jon and to ask questions about a car 

that had been involved in an incident in Cambridgeshire.  

In addition, all of our year 12 students now have the opportunity to complete the 

Online Cambs DriveIQ course, which is an award winning safety education 

programme. 

Dr Cullen 

Drive IQ 

Brain Anatomy Day for St Neots Sixth Form Centre 

mailto:njarvis@longsands.cambs.sch.uk?subject=SIMS%20Parent%20App%20


Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial  

Find us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/longsandsnews  

Find us on YouTube 

Longsands Road, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 1LQ 
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