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At a recent conference for school 

and college leaders, I listened with 

interest to a number of speeches 

including that given by our new 

Education Secretary, Damian Hinds 

MP. Damian took this opportunity to 

stress the vital role played by 

teaching staff in maintaining positive 

and harmonious societies and, in this 

respect, described teaching as the noblest of professions. I was 

heartened to hear the profession receiving this welcomed 

acknowledgement of the commitment made by so many staff 

who routinely invest extraordinary and unconditional levels of 

energy and emotion in order to support and guide students 

through their educational journeys. 

There are a number of schemes aimed at raising the profile and 

status of the teaching profession, none more so than the 

Pearson Teaching Awards which we recently promoted to all 

parents and students without the knowledge of the teaching 

staff at the Academy. I would like to take this opportunity to  

thank all who subsequently took the time to nominate our 

teachers for the work they have undertaken to ensure your 

children enjoy and achieve during their time at Longsands 

Academy. It is my genuine pleasure to share the (anonymised) 

comments by all those who nominated a member of staff: 

“You are so helpful, thank you.”  

“My daughter started the Academy three and a half years 

ago with no sporting ability, she had no confidence and like 

most 11 year old girls was struggling with weight and her 

belief in herself. The teacher took my daughter under her 

wing and gave her the confidence and support to try new 

sports and activities. She grew in confidence and is now like 

a different girl, who loves sports and is on lots of school 

teams! This is down to the care and support given to her. I 

cannot thank you enough for encouraging and supporting 

our daughter." 

“Thank you for helping me when I have struggled during 
lessons. I appreciate you taking the time and making the 
lessons fun.” 

“Very much on my case 24/7 but that's what helps me pass. 
Thank you!” 

“Thanks Miss for all your help.” 

“Just thank you so much for all of your support with my 
daughter. We both really appreciate the time, help and support 
you have given her.” 

“Thank you for inspiring my daughter. Not only are you 
overflowing with enthusiasm for the subjects you teach but 
your caring nature has encouraged my daughter’s individuality.” 

"Simply, thank you for being you. You're the only teacher who 
has truly done more for my success than anyone. The positive 
affect you have had on my life is incredible and I am extremely 
lucky to have such a caring and inspiring person looking out for 
me. You're truly one in a million.” 

“I would like to thank you for turning my daughter from a child 
who has never liked school and never found a subject she was 
interested in, and despite having a room full of books never 
read, to a young lady who has become confident, more 
engaged in school in general but especially who has found a 
love of English literature. You have been a fantastic teacher 
who not only puts on extra lessons for 

Continued on page 2... 

Over 700 parents have already signed up for our new parental engagement system, the SIMS Parent App, 

allowing us to easily communicate with parents. Whether it’s sharing information such as attendance, 

sending notifications when achievement points have been awarded or viewing the latest progress report, 

all of the information is easily accessible from the convenience of your phone, tablet or PC.   

A clear dashboard gives parents an overview of their child’s school life, and parents with more than one 

child attending Longsands can access information on all children from the app. The data collection 

functionality lets you easily ensure that we hold the most up-to-date contact information, in the event 

there is an emergency. 

If you have yet to receive an email with your unique invitation code, please contact Nicola Jarvis, Data 

Manager at the Academy via njarvis@longsands.cambs.sch.uk to ensure you aren’t missing out. 

Mrs N Jarvis 

The SIMS Parent App 

mailto:njarvis@longsands.cambs.sch.uk
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revision after school and in holiday time but also provides pizzas 
and drink as a reward for attending. You have also helped her 
through some personal problems when she was struggling to 
cope at times. You have the ability to make your lessons fun 
and get your pupils to want to want to do well. I can't thank 
you enough for your commitment and dedication not only to my 
daughter but to all of your pupils." 

“Thank you for helping me get through the last 3 years and 
making English fun and for always being there if I needed 
you.  You're the best teacher I've ever had.” 

“Thank you so much for the past 2 years. You've helped me 
improve in English and I've really enjoyed your lessons.” 

“Thank you for being there for my son, he’s a quiet, sensitive 
boy who sometimes finds he’s always on the outside of things 
and has found the transition quite tricky. At times, he gets down 
and doesn’t want to go to school but thanks to you taking the 
time to talk to him and pull him to one side and ask if he’s okay, 
you sense when he’s lacking confidence in his work and my son 
tells me you always find a way to build his confidence back up 
and make him feel at ease in class and put a smile on his face 
with your jokes. I just want you to know I really appreciate 
everything you do for my son so thank you very much on behalf 
of both of us. You definitely deserve this award in our eyes.” 

“Thank you for being a supportive form tutor. Thank you for 
helping me ever since I have been at Longsands.” 

“Thank you for being a really supportive and encouraging PE 
teacher.” 

“Thank you for all the coaching and encouragement that you 
have given me with my Rugby (I have learnt so much from 
you). It has really helped me to settle into secondary school.” 

“I would like to thank you for believing in our son and for giving 
him the chance to continue at the school when you gave him 
the choice of sorting out his attitude or to be asked to leave 
back in Year 9. I know he has a lot of respect for you and I'm 
sure you're as proud as I am that he turned that corner and 
achieved great GCSE results and is doing well in his final year 
with you. I am truly grateful that you saw what I see, and didn't 
give up on him.” 

“Thank you for being the best form tutor my son could ask for 
and for always looking out for him. He loves his music lessons 
with you!” 

“I would like to nominate my form teacher. I have had a few 
difficult months at school and my behaviour was not good but 
he guided me and gave me advice in why my behaviour needed 
to improve. He could have given up with me, but he didn't as he 
saw the good in me. He took time after school hours to help me 
realize why I needed to change. I have tried to turn myself 
around and his support has helped. Thank you!” 

“Your enthusiasm and methods of teaching thoroughly inspired 
my son to take the subject as a GCSE, he enjoyed every class 
and I thank you for your hard work.”  

“You have listened carefully and considerately when concerns 
have arisen and have acted upon the issues raised immediately. 
This year as my son’s maths teacher, I am delighted to see how 
engaged and keen he is to complete his work, and he talks 
about the challenges set, more specific to his ability on occasion 
and is driving him to want to achieve the best results possible. 
Many thanks for your dedication and hard work.” 

 “Thanks for your efforts and support through the years.” 

I hope you share my joy at these comments; I only wish that I 

could be there when each of the staff open up their cards and 

read these kind and inspiring words. I hope you also recognise 

the sentiments expressed which may well trigger your own 

thoughts of that special teacher who made a real difference to 

your own life; I know I certainly can - Mr Coleman, when I was 

a Year 6 student. I cannot say whether teaching is the ‘noblest’ 

of professions but it certainly provides educators with the 

privileged position of being able to positively impact on the lives 

of the students in their care. At a recent BAFTA awards 

ceremony, film producer and director Sir Ridley Scott 

commented, “It is extraordinary what an enthusiastic teacher 
can do, drawing the student out, igniting independence, 
encouraging the design of your own future. Teaching is the 
most important of all professions.” 

I would like to thank all those parents and students who took 

the time to recognise those teachers who have had such an 

impact and wish you all a happy and peaceful Easter break. 

Martin Paine 

Headteacher 

Congratulations Scarlet! 

Exciting times lay ahead for Scarlet Thompson who has made it into NYMT (the National Youth 

Music Theatre) 2018 company for their show ‘Super Hero’ which will involve a week residential at 

Easter then a mini-tour of Sunday performances, starting 20 May, at Theatre Royal, Bury St 

Edmunds.  

Scarlet auditioned in Cambridge a couple of weeks ago and was recalled with 300 others from over 

1000 auditionees across the UK. As the family were away at the time, Scarlett submitted a video 

audition and remarkably she still got in!  

They are such a highly regarded organisation where Sheridan Smith, Jude Law and Idris Elba began 

to name just a few… Well done Scarlett, we look forward to hearing more about your future 

successes. 

Mr T Griffiths 



 

Gary Evans, Year 13, (pictured right, racing for Bedford at the National Cross Country 

championships at Parliament Hill) was selected to compete at the English Schools Cross Country 

on Saturday, 17 March. 

Gary said, “This year I came 4th in Counties and 4th in County Schools. This has led to me to 
race at Loughborough at the Inter-County event this month. I also got through to Anglian 
Schools where I came 4th in Cambridgeshire and 11th in East Anglia, which then led me to race 
in Leeds for English Schools.  

In the summer I race for Bedford & County in the 1500-5000m on the track. I have also 
represented the Academy at County level in the previous few years and I am delighted to be 
chosen to compete at the English Schools Cross Country.”  

Very well done, Gary, you set an excellent example to us all of how dedication and commitment 

leads to opportunities and great results. 

Keep up the good work and good luck for the rest of your races. 

Mr J Marmion 

Congratulations Gary! 

ChatHealth Cambridgeshire 
ChatHealth is live and available for all young people aged 13-19 in Cambridgeshire. The 

Cambridgeshire school nursing team has successfully implemented ChatHealth, a confidential 

text messaging service for young people aged 13-19. The new platform provides an 

alternative way for young people to engage with school nurses on topics including 

relationship advice, healthy eating, smoking cessation, bullying and exam stress.  

From 9.30 am to 4.00 pm Monday to Friday, ChatHealth has experienced clinicians online 

waiting to answer and deal with any messages from young people. To access the service, all 

users need to do is TEXT 07480 635 443 to start a conversation. This injection of digital 

technology will help the service be more responsive to the needs of young people living in 

Cambridgeshire.  

Andrea Graves, Service Lead for the Cambridgeshire Healthy Child Programme said: 

“We're very excited to be using ChatHealth. Text messaging opens a new line of 
communication to our young people in Cambridgeshire, and it makes our school nurses more 
accessible than ever before. A real positive from implementing ChatHealth is that it will 
complement our interventions, as we will be able to listen to the needs of the community 
and target our resources to really make a difference for young people.”   

The school nursing team have settled into using the new technology and are dealing with queries every day. A distinctly branded 

selection of posters, credit cards, stickers, wristbands, banners and TV slideshows are being used to advertise the text messaging 

service, and will be shared with young people to promote the ChatHealth. To help explain ChatHealth in more detail a short 

animation is available on YouTube – search for: ‘chathealth cambs’. If you would like to know more about ChatHealth, as a parent, 

or have any questions, please contact the school nursing duty desk on: 0300 029 50 50. 

Mrs C Greaney 

Touch Typing Challenge 
As part of Key Stage 4's focus to boost students 

employability skills, all Year 10 students have been 

competing in a Touch Typing competition. They have really 

embraced the opportunity and they have achieved some 

amazing results. The winning tutor group and top three 

individuals will be announced before the Easter break.   

Although the competition is closed, we encourage students 

to continue building their skills. They can login to their 

accounts or create new ones at www.ratatype.com. 

Mrs C Chilton 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Gz94hkrZ_A
http://www.ratatype.com


 

On Wednesday, 7 March, we were delighted to welcome the author Alex 

Scarrow to work with some of our Year 8 students. The whole of Willow 

school watched a presentation by Alex, detailing how his career path led 

him to become an author and how he develops his ideas into books.  

He also treated students to a reading from the start of his 'Time Riders' 

book, the first of a set of nine. This was followed by two workshops, during 

which the students worked on how to come up with initial ideas, how to 

judge if they would work and how to adapt ideas from other sources to 

make their own. 

Alex also did a book-signing for those who had either brought in their own 

copies of his work, or purchased a book on the day. 

Thanks to Mr Hynes and Miss Waters for helping to organise the event. For 

more information regarding Alex Scarrow and his books, please visit: 

www.alexscarrow.com 

Mr Seymour 

Time Riders author, Alex Scarrow, visits Longsands 

As part of our World Book Day celebrations all students under 18 received 

a WBD book voucher, which can be redeemed in full against a selection of 

titles, or used as a book token to get one pound off any book.  

We were also fortunate enough to receive enough of these titles to be able 

to offer every student in KS3 a free copy of one of the special 2018 WBD 

books. These were: The Girl Who Thought She Was a Dog by Clare 

Balding; The Baby Brother from Outer Space by Pamela Butchart; The 

Bold's Great Adventure by Julian Clary; Brain Freeze by Tom Fletcher; 

Terry's Dumb Dot Story by Andy Griffiths; Nadiya's Bake Me a Story by 

Nadiya Hussein, and Marvel Avengers, the Greatest Heroes. On the day we 

handed out in excess of 750 books to Key Stage 3 students in the Ritchie 

Hall during lunch break. 

Congratulations also go to the winners of the World Book Day 

competitions, all of whom took home a kindle as their prize. The winners 

were: Aidan Hill, Hayden Evans and Jack Gunstead in KS3 and 

Jasmine Harris and Yasmin Mountaser in KS4. 

Mr A Hynes 

World Book Day 

A huge well done to the Year 12 L3 BTEC Business 

Students on the success of their Charity Quiz. 

The students worked so well both individually and as a 

team during the planning, organisation and execution of 

their event.  

The main aim was to raise as much as they could for 

Breast Cancer Care, and to put on a fun event for the 

local businesses of St Neots. 

The feedback they've had so far allows me to proudly say 

they have exceeded their expectations!  

Well done team: Gemma Hutchinson, Meg Day, Teri-

Ann Watling, James Parker, 

Luke Strathdee, Jason Tsang 

and Scott Lee.  

Mrs A Fisher 

Business vs Business Quiz 

https://www.alexscarrow.com/


 

The Year 7 Performing Arts students have been learning about the origins of Western Theatre – Greek Theatre. As a part of the 

project students had a home learning task to find a paper ‘party plate’ and craft it into a Greek Theatre style ‘plate mask’.  

They then used these masks as an integral component of their mini theatre production where they brought a Greek story to life 

through using the techniques of Greek Theatre. The picture shows approximately sixty masks, with students ‘hiding’ behind them.  

There will be a display of the very best masks and home-made props framed by pictures of every tutor groups masks. This will be 

exhibited at the end of term shows and brought out again for the Year 7 parents evening and the Summer Arts Festival. 

For their next project the students will be creating Lion King based ‘Stick Masks’.  

Mr T Griffiths 

240 Greek Masks! 

Year 8 Business Fair 

On Wednesday, 14 March, we welcomed a number of local businesses and colleges to the 

Academy to take part in a Business fair. The aim of the fair was to give students in Year 8 an 

insight into business and personal skills and to encourage them to be entrepreneurial. The fair 

is an important part of our careers programme for Key Stage 3 which focuses on careers and 

the world of work.  

After the event employers spoke very highly of the students' conduct and level of questioning 

and we are confident this event gave students a better understanding of businesses and how 

they work. If you would like more information on our careers strategy, or you are an 

employer who would like to support our events, please visit our website.  

Mrs K Martindale 

Well done to all who 

entered the 500 Word 

Stories and a huge 

congratulations to the 

following 4 students who 

all won Amazon vouchers 

for their amazing stories:  

Millie Hornagold, John Knight, Matei Presada and 

Channelle Churchill. 

Runners up include:  

Abby Gough, Isabella Fleming and Josh Moore, whose 

work will be on display within the English corridor over the 

coming weeks. 

Miss C Waters 

500 Word Stories 

http://www.longsands.cambs.sch.uk/


 

Key Stage 4 students continue to collect Achievement Points as teachers recognise their academic achievement and outstanding 

attitude to learning. The following students have achieved the most achievement points in their year groups – well done to all 

students mentioned! 

 Year 11                         Year 10   

 
 

Mr N Owen 

74 Byatt Georgia 11DVK   71 Sharpe Sabrina 10JCP 

68 Yateman Tabitha 11TWS   66 Watson Evan 10JCP 

65 Nicholson Callum 11JAB   57 Scott Joshua 10DMD 

57 Rogers James 11CKK   55 Keiss Kayleigh 10SCW 

55 Blackburn Laura 11TWS   54 Page Jordan 10CLW 

Achievement and Behaviour Points 

We are almost there! 

Exams for some students, begin on Monday, 14 May with the 

final exam on Friday, 22 June.   

It has been a fantastic half term with students really making 

every effort to improve their progress in all subjects. The exam 

preparation fortnight is complete and these have also helped 

students to find the gaps in their knowledge, understanding 

and exam skills. 

Each subject across the Academy has their own specific 

programme of intervention and support in place, consisting of 

in-class strategies, quality first teaching provision, guided 

revision activities, the use and tracking of online applications, 

revision materials and exemplar answers on the VLE and 

extracurricular revision support sessions.  

Parents/carers of Year 11 students should be aware of the 

GCSE Revision and Curriculum support section on the Academy 

website www.longsands.cambs.sch.uk. There is a host of 

resources here to support the exam preparation of our 

students.  

Mr N Owen 

Year 11 Countdown to Success 

Year 10 Progress Information  

The Year 10 internal exams begin on Tuesday, 1 May for 

2 weeks. This is an opportunity for students to revisit their 

previous learning and practice exam skills in an 

examination environment.  

The data from these exams will be used to help inform 

curriculum support and also post 16-choices.  

To this end, we are hosting a Year 10 Progress 

Information Evening on Wednesday, 25 April from 

6pm-7pm in the Ritchie Hall.  

During the course of this evening, we will share with 

parents/carers some further ways in which we can all 

support students with their exam preparation.  

Mr N Owen 

http://www.longsands.cambs.sch.uk
http://www.longsands.cambs.sch.uk/


 

On Thursday, 15 March, 27 students from across Years 7-10 took part in this 

year's BBC News Day 2018.  

Working as journalists for the day, they have created reports ranging from the sad 

passing of Stephen Hawking to the 'Meet me at McDonalds' hair cut!  

There is also an exclusive interview with Mr Paine himself. View the Longsands 

News Day website for all of today's top news stories here. 

Mr R Owen 

BBC School Report 

Magistrates Mock Trial Competition 
On Saturday, 10 March, thirteen Year 9 students attended Peterborough Crown Court to compete in the 

Citizenship Foundation’s Magistrates Mock Trial Competition. We had to act out a court case about a de-

fendant Sam Fenton, who was accused of being in possession of a bladed article in a public place. Our 

team included prosecution and defence lawyers, witnesses, magistrates, a legal adviser and an usher. It 

was a very tough competition, and everyone did their absolute best. In the end we managed to beat the 

Peele Community College.  

We now go on to the next round, which will be the regional heats, and it takes place in May. We will 

need to work hard because there will be a new case to learn. I thoroughly enjoyed taking part. It was a 

great experience and we look forward to doing well in the next round! 

Benjamin Williams, 9MDP 

Year 7 have been preparing for their Consultation meetings, which will take 

place on Wednesday, 18 April.  Students have been asked to reflect on ‘what’s 

gone well’ since September, alongside the more challenging task of reflecting 

on ‘even better if……’  Of course, a crucial part of making progress is being able 

to deal with struggle and failure often associated with new learning challenges. 

As a growth mindset school the concept that “I can’t do it …… yet” was 

illustrated by Mrs Chilman through the stories of recent Olympic highs and 

lows: Elise Christie’s failure to medal for a second Olympics (but immediate 

commitment to a third attempt), Billy Morgan’s unexpected bronze medal 

success despite injury just 2 weeks beforehand and a first failed ‘Big Air’ trick, 

and the inspirational story of Mena Fitzpatrick’s gold medal for downhill skiing – 

achieved with just 5% vision. 

In her assembly last week Mrs Chilman went on to explain the review process highlighting the importance of take responsibility for 

your own learning. To support Year 7s time has been dedicated to reviewing home learning, participation in lessons and responding 

to feedback for all subjects so that students feel prepared to talk about their progress in meetings with their teachers and parents/

carers. They have also set a target for each subject.  Full details can be found on page 24 - 36 of your child’s log book.  ‘I have 

made progress with…’ as well as ‘I need to develop…’ are the phrases teachers would like students to use during the meetings. Any 

support you could give by discussion learning reviews ahead of meetings on Wednesday, 18 April would be very helpful. 

Year 7 parents have received a letter from Mrs Breakspear with full details about the meetings, along with details about how to 

book appointments. If you would like more information please contact your child’s tutor, Mrs Breakspear or Mrs Chilman.  

Cathy Chilman 

Winter Olympics inspiration as Year 7 prepare for Consultation meetings 

https://longsandsnewsday2018.wordpress.com/


 

At the beginning of March, Mrs Sparrow and four of our Year 12 Biology students 

spent the week in Estonia studying biotechnology.  

They enjoyed lectures at Tartu university as well as two different practical 

sessions where they investigated DNA. Students also had the opportunity to visit 

a traditional Estonian spa and they stayed with host families which enabled them 

to experience life in Estonia.  

The week culminated with presentations 

from the students, who had been placed 

into international groups, where they 

demonstrated everything they learned 

this week and also from the previous two 

trips.  

They enjoyed the opportunity the immerse themselves in the local culture and to learn 

about life for the other students from Germany, The Netherlands, Italy, Spain and Estonia.  

Mrs E Sparrow 

Erasmus: Biotechnology in Estonia 

Over 50 students from St Neots Sixth Form attended the National Apprenticeship 

Fayre on Monday, 12 March at StadiumMK. 

With over 100 contributors from The Foreign Office to Superdrug, DHL to the 

Army, there were lots of opportunities on offer and many students left with 

contacts to follow up on or at least a renewed focus for the weeks ahead.  

We were delighted to see an old student, Ryan Wood, representing the Jardine 

Motor Group on a stand. Ryan (reluctantly) attended this event a year ago as a 

student and from a chance conversation has now started a great career in car 

sales. 

We hope that students who attended the event on Monday are similarly inspired 

and go on to achieve greatness in their chosen careers. 

Mr M Taylor 

National Apprenticeship Fayre 

In February, I had the honour of being chosen to represent both Longsands 

Academy and the St Neots (St Mary’s) Rotary Club during a two-day trip to 

the Peak District to complete a Rotary Youth Leadership Award. The object 

of RYLA is to develop leadership qualities and team work: to give a sense of 

pride in achievement emphasising the importance of sportsmanship, fitness 

and character.  

The weekend involved a variety of activities in which I would have never 

experienced, such as abseiling, climbing, night hiking, ropes courses and 

caving as well as other team building activities, whilst encouraging other 

team members and supporting them through activities. 

Throughout this course I learnt about what a leader is and the attributes of 

one more notably, as well as the components for an effective team. With this 

fresh perspective, I was given the confidence to put my ideas forward in 

activities where I was put into a range of tough physical and mental 

challenges with problems to overcome.  

Prior to this course I made both friends and developed new skills in which 

can help me in the future, and I am incredibly grateful for this experience 

and for the Rotary members volunteering in order to ensure the most 

fulfilling and enjoyable trip possible.  

Tara Loader,  10GES 

Rotary Youth Leadership Award 



 

Our Year 10 'Kick Ash' mentors raised £26.80 with a break-time cake sale in 

Ritchie Hall on Friday, 16th March. 

The mentors produced posters and flyers advertising the event with small 

giveaways such as wrist bands, puzzles and stickers. 'Cid Butt' was there to 

support the event and the Longsands students were very enthusiastic to lend their 

support.  

The money will again be donated to the local British Heart Foundation shop in 

St Neots. Many thanks to the Year 10 ‘Kick Ash’ mentors for their commitment. 

Mr T Breakspear 

 

Year 10 ‘Kick Ash’ 

An excitable group of seven Year 7 students 

visited the Airbus Discovery Centre to compete 

against six other schools in the Tomorrows 

Engineers LEGO Mindstorms competition. 

They have been preparing their presentation and 

designing and building their robot since October to 

prepare for the day. 

They faced many challenges which included 

presenting their research, completing challenges 

with their robot, a speed challenge and speaking 

to members of the RAF explaining the choices behind the design of their robot.  

They met engineers from Airbus and the RAF and asked them interesting and engaging 

questions about their work. Overall they received a special commendation certificate for 

their work and may of the judges commented on their enthusiasm and determination in 

taking on the tasks.  

Their greatest moment was being able to show off their robot as it followed a line to collect 

the LEGO plane engines, a real feat of programming and design.  

Mrs E Sparrow 

LEGO Mindstorms 

Sports Relief was a huge success on Friday, 23 March, raising more than £1300 for the charity. A wide variety of 

activities took place throughout the Academy, such as Basketball rush competition, beat the goalie and nutmeg 

heaven; all spaces were filled with students willing to compete.  

A huge thank you to the Student Voice Team who assisted in running the event and also to the PE department who gave up their 

time to run the activities throughout lunch. 

The winners of the Fancy Dress Pizza Party Prize was 8RMO - huge congratulations for effort and some fantastic tennis outfits. 

Miss K Saunders 

Sport Relief 2018 



 

Inspiring Excellence: Villiers Park Residentials 

We are extremely proud to be able to support the development and achievements of some 

outstandingly able students at Longsands. In addition to stretch and challenge opportunities 

within the curriculum and through a wide range of extra-curricular activities we also work 

with Villiers Park - a national charity whose focus is to promote social mobility.  Their aim is to provide challenging educational 

experiences where students visit and stay for a week at their headquarters in Cambridge. Students who are lucky enough to be 

recommended spend a week being introduced to current research, and participate in workshop activities with  students from 

schools throughout the country: courses are led by university academics. Students featured on BBC’s Generation Gifted recently are 

Villiers Park Scholars. 

Each term teachers identify one or two students with a real passion and talent for their subject.  This term two students – Robert 

Clarke and Joseph Barrett – each spent a week at Villiers Park participating in courses Exploring Shakespeare and Environmental 

Chemistry.      

Cathy Chilman 

Senior Assistant Headteacher: Learning and Teaching 

I spent last week (26th February - 2nd March) at the Villiers Park 

educational trust's Cambridge Centre in Foxton, just outside 

Cambridge, attending an 'Exploring Shakespeare' course for around 

30 high-achieving English students from England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland.  

The course was a fantastic chance to experience lecture and seminar 

style teaching led by two outside lecturers, Dr Anne-Marie Evans and 

Dr Tom Dymond, and to examine a wide variety of perspectives on 

the work of Shakespeare and literature more broadly. We focused on 

three plays - Macbeth, Much Ado About Nothing and The Winter's 

Tale - and spent Wednesday evening enjoying the Royal Ballet's 

performance of The Winter's Tale streamed live from London to the 

Arts Picturehouse in Cambridge, having visited the Fitzwilliam 

museum that afternoon.  

It was fascinating to see a performance of Shakespeare with no words at all having been poring over his language in such detail! 

Overall, the week was a brilliant experience, both from an academic standpoint (we certainly learned a lot about reading 

Shakespeare and literature in general!) and as an opportunity to meet a wonderful group of like-minded students. I am very glad 

to have taken part. 

Joseph Barrett, Year 12 

Exploring Shakespeare 

As I am considering a degree and career studying Environment 

Chemistry the offer of a week of activities and research at 

Villiers Park was an opportunity not to be missed.   

Highlights of the week included lectures given by University 

academics on climate change research and the effect of 

greenhouse gases. In addition we spent a day visiting the 

nuclear energy station Sizewell B to explore how it operated.  I 

thought I knew what to expect, but the enormity of the plant, 

and in particular the nuclear generator was staggering. 

Even though I realised security at Sizewell would be effective, 

I was still surprised to discover that they have their own police 

force.  

It was great to spend time getting to know other students who had come from as far afield as Ireland, and I am still in touch with 

many of them.   

Who knows, we may end up on the same degree course in a year or so....! 

Robert Clarke, Year 12 

Activities and Research at Villiers Park 



 

On Wednesday, 7 February the Classics Department departed for a foray into the topsy-turvy world of Aristophanes.  

For those of you who are unaware, Aristophanes was an ancient Greek playwright who wrote fantastical, zany and often rude 

comedies in the 5th Century BC in Athens. 

The Longsands Classicists were in for a treat as they were off to see Lysistrata – one of Aristophanes’ best plays about a sex strike 

which would stop the war that Athens was involved in with Sparta.  

The play has served as an inspiration over the centuries for women in other countries who have themselves tried to end war or 

bring change with such a strike. In the play, the plan is a bit of a mix-up but it ends successfully and everything returns to the 

normal peaceful state of affairs.  

I think it will live long in the memory of those that saw it.  

Mr J Wayman 

Classics Theatre Trip 

On Monday, 5 February after school, a group of Year 13 A Level History students went to 

the Tate Modern to see the exhibition entitled – “RED STAR OVER RUSSIA A REVOLUTION 

IN VISUAL CULTURE 1905–55”.  

It was a great exhibition of art, letters, photographs and pottery that detailed the change in 

style and meaning of these different media. The exhibition clearly demonstrated how 

different Soviet and non-Soviet times were for the people of Russia in terms of what they 

saw, read and heard.   

A particular highlight was an original of an avante garde artist called Lissitzky, (pictured 

right) showing the Red wedge of communism defeating the Whites in the Russian Civil War. 

On Monday, 19 March, the English Civil War students also went to see a once in a lifetime 

exhibition at the Royal Academy called “Charles I: King and Collector”. For the first time, 

and possibly the last, a whole host of Charles I’s art and personal collection is on display. 

It was a real glimpse into the type of person the King was, and how he wished to be viewed 

by his subjects and friends alike. I think the personal highlight for most of the students was 

the Van Dyck painting of Charles. 

Mr J Wayman 

History Exhibition Trips 

Your child could be eligible to receive additional funding through their school to help them 

achieve more! 

The following are just some of the ways in which the money could be spent to support your 

child.     

 Additional In-Class Support 

 Educational Trips and Visits 

 Breakfast and After School Clubs 

 Special Interest Activities 

 …and healthy Free School Meals are a bonus! 

The funding is called Pupil Premium and it couldn’t be simpler to check your child’s eligibility.  

The funding ranges from £935 for secondary age children and £1,300 for primary age children, 

and this is currently payable for six years.  

Your child’s school will use this money to support your child and help them do well at school. The school will keep records and 

monitor how the money has had an impact. 

For more information you can call 01223 703200 or email pupil.premium@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  

Pupil Premium Funding 

mailto:pupil.premium@cambridgeshire.gov.uk


 

In March, sixteen children from local schools nominated by their teachers were awarded a medal 

and certificate to recognise their strength and determination in overcoming their own personal 

challenges.  

Congratulations to Willow Stevens who was recognised, by The Rotary Club of St Neots St 

Marys, as an inspirational young carer.  

Willow and her parents were treated to a formal luncheon in which the guest speaker was Sean 

Rose, a Paralympian Gold Medallist and Channel Four TV commentator. 

Mrs A Davis 

Children of Courage Awards 

The maths department are celebrating the best results for the Intermediate Maths 

Challenge in the last few years. Students from Years 10 and 11 took part in the competition 

on Thursday, 1 February, answering 25 multiple choice questions which required 

mathematical skill and ingenuity.  

A record ten Longsands students achieved gold certificates: well done to Thomas Hurrell, 

Zoe Quail, Evan Marlow, Matthew Ollett, James Rogers, Liam Myrdal, Ethan 

Barrett, Rob Folkard, Jacob Broadley and Gabriel Pang. In particular, Thomas 

Hurrell and Ethan Barrett achieved joint ‘best in school’. 

As well as this, eight students were invited to take part in the Pink Kangaroo, which is an 

international maths exam sat by 6 million students in 60 countries around the world. We are now waiting to hear the results of this 

competition. 

Well done to everyone who took part! 

For more department news, follow us on Twitter: @longsandsmaths 

Miss J Philpott 

Intermediate Maths Challenge 

In March, 63 students 

from Year 10 took part 

in the Bronze Duke of 

Ed inburgh Act i v i ty 

Weekend to Norfolk.  

During this time they 

were able to practice 

their camp craft and 

navigational skills as well 

as take part in a day of 

activities such as paddle 

boarding, rock climbing 

and bush craft.  

We look forward to the 

next weekend in May! 

Mr B Dickerson 

 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Activity Weekend 

https://twitter.com/LongsandsMaths
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Longsands Road, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 1LQ 

01480 353535 www.longsands.cambs.sch.uk  

To be as cost effective as possible when we communicate with you, we endeavour to email correspondence home so please make 

sure you have supplied us with a current and valid email address.  

We also like to share students achievements and successes via our social media channels. Why not connect with us there too? 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial      Find us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/longsandsnews 

For general communication, please call 01480 353535 or email enquiries@longsands.cambs.sch.uk - if you would like your 

email to reach a specific teacher of member of Academy staff, please put their name in the ‘subject’ field, i.e. FAO Mr Smith. 

If you need to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 and leave a message on the absence line or email 

absence@longsands.cambs.sch.uk, alternatively, you can text details to 07860 002418. 

Ways to Stay in Touch 

Lucy Wood started playing football with her brother when she was just 5 years old and 

was soon the only girl asked to join the new Priory Parkside under 7s team. 

Lucy then played a year up for Hampton (in Peterborough). During her season there, she 

scored 61 goals in 21 games! She was also attending training sessions with her brother's 

team, who were 2 years older, as well as training sessions with a franchised Arsenal 

Soccer School in Peterborough. 

The coach at the Arsenal Soccer School took the girls to a tournament in Borehamwood 

that was attended by Arsenal Ladies and it was here that Lucy was invited to trial. 

After 3 trials, Lucy was selected to play for Arsenal and is now almost at the end of her 

5th season with them. She trains for 6 hours a week and plays matches all over the 

southern half of the country every Saturday. 

This season, Lucy has been recognised as having the potential to play for the England 

Women's team in the future. She has attended 2 England Regional Hubs and has just 

returned from her 2nd England National Performance Camp at Warwick University. She 

was also invited to attend the Regional Hub on Thursday, 15 March. 

The first International age group that Lucy will be eligible for selection is Under 15's and 

she continues to work hard in the hope that she is recognised by the selectors next year. 

Lucy is dedicated and very committed to becoming a successful footballer, at the same time as committing to her school work. She 

has had to make many sacrifices to ensure she fulfils her commitments, but fully understands that this is required in order to 

maintain success. 

Mrs S Hills 

Congratulations Lucy! 

Some intrepid Longsands students and staff are volunteering on a four week long 

expedition in Africa this summer. They will be travelling to Tanzania to work with local 

communities to help build sustainable environments and improve living standards. Students 

and staff have set up a variety of individual fundraising projects to bring supplies and help 

with travel costs. 

If you would like to support the charity trip to Tanzania, please visit the general fundraising 

page here: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/tanzaniateamlongsands 

Miss M Furlonger 

Fundraising for Tanzania 
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