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As we reach the end of this 

academic year, the writing of this 

article affords a perfect opportunity 

to pause and reflect on what has 

been an eventful and, ultimately, 

successful year. The extent of this 

success should be measured against 

the stated core purpose of our 

Academy, ‘To secure the best 

possible experience, learning and 

outcomes for each young person for whom we have 

responsibility.’ In addition to this, we also aim to develop a 

number of values in the young people we work with which build 

character and prepare them for life in modern Britain. These 

include care and respect for self and others, honesty, creativity, 

clear and open communication, high aspirations (and the 

determination to fulfil them) along with strong relationships and 

shared goals achieved through teamwork. 

I write this article at the end of a busy week during which 

students enthusiastically engaged in a wide variety of activities 

and events which provided ample opportunity for them to 

develop their learning as well as the core values listed above. 

This included trips to Cranedale in Yorkshire and Hampton 

Court in London where students developed their knowledge and 

skills in Geography and History respectively. Year 8 students 

completed their ‘Dragons Den’ challenge by presenting to 

representatives from Mick George with the winners due to visit 

‘Kidzania’ in London during the Autumn term. We received the 

fantastic news that all three of our Arkwright applicants 

(Thomas Hurrell, Cliona Blackwell and Evan Marlow) 

have been awarded Arkwright Associate status; this level of 

success is a first for the Academy. They have been successfully 

matched to a sponsor, enabling them to receive an Arkwright 

Engineering Scholarship commencing in September 2018.  

Our Year 10 Language Leaders had been busy visiting local 

primary schools teaching French and German to a range of 

pupils from Years 3-6. They did an amazing job engaging the 

primary learners who were buzzing with excitement as they 

sang in French and played a game of ‘Jacques a dit’ (Simon 

Says) to help the pupils learn the names of different sports in 

French. Our Language Leaders have been truly professional at 

all stages of this process, from their independent planning and 

creation of resources, to the delivery of their lessons in the 

classroom. These are all highly effective methods of developing 

their own language learning; they will improve this further in 

the coming weeks when they teach new language skills to Year 

7 classes across the Academy. 

We welcomed students from Poland and Melkbosstrand School 

in South Africa enabling our students to develop their cultural 

awareness and understanding as well as developing their 

sporting prowess against the South African students! Whilst on 

the subject of sport, we held our annual Sports Day where, 

once again, the key message to all students was to participate 

and achieve excellence. Sport has always provided an effective 

vehicle for students to develop a number of personal qualities 

and values and we were all delighted to observe superb 

participation levels, widely evident sporting behaviour and an 

abundance of sporting excellence with a large number of 

records broken. Staff were especially impressed by the level of 

mutual support given by students as they cheered on the last 

person in the race just as much as they cheered the first 

person.  

Continued on page 2... 

We were incredibly proud of our Year 11 students who demonstrated 

maturity, preparedness and tenacity during their external examinations 

this summer. This exam period, the first of its kind since the new 

strengthened, linear GCSE qualifications were introduced, was a 

gruelling and demanding test of students' endurance, with students 

sitting a far greater amount of longer and more difficult exams than ever 

before. The diligent and purposeful manner in which students prepared 

for these exams was impressive, and a credit to their own character.  

GCSE Results Day is Thursday 23 August, and results can be 

collected from the Sixth Form block between 9-11 am, we look forward 

to celebrating students successes then. If you should have questions 

about GCSE results, please do contact Mrs Carpenter, Exams Manager.   

Year 11 GCSE Exams 

mailto:mcarpenter@snlp.org.uk
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I had the pleasure of hosting a breakfast with a number of 

Year  10 students who acted as Kick Ash mentors, visiting local 

feeder schools to talk to Year 6 students about the dangers of 

smoking. The mentors demonstrated high expectations for 

behaviour and had the maturity to lead discussions. At the very 

end of the week, I was privileged to attend the Year 11 

graduation ceremony at our alternative provision base, Prospect 

House. This is always a real highlight of the year and, once 

again, I was struck by the strength of the relationships that had 

developed between the students and staff as they celebrated 

the successes of those students for whom mainstream 

education was not appropriate. As an advocate of a 

comprehensive education system, this provision always acts to 

confirm my belief that all students are capable of 

demonstrating good character and achieve their own success if 

they receive the appropriate level of education, support and 

encouragement. 

I have written a weekly blog throughout the year and weeks 

such as this are not uncommon, the cumulative effect of which 

provide a wealth of opportunities for all students to enjoy a rich 

and full experience during their time at the Academy.  

We continue to strive to ensure that all students engage with 

the experiences on offer to develop their knowledge and 

character. We were heartened and encouraged by the visit of 

Ofsted in May with the subsequent report acknowledging the 

good work which has been undertaken during this year to 

improve Longsands further as well as informing our priorities 

for 2018/19. We look forward to working as part of the Astrea 

Multi-Academy Trust and benefiting from the experience, 

expertise and capacity which this much larger MAT will bring to 

the town.  

I would like to end this article by acknowledging the vital role 

which parents/carers have played in the achievements of your 

children and thank you for the support you have provided in 

helping us to ensure that our core purpose is more than just a 

statement. We wish you an enjoyable summer break and look 

forward to seeing those students and parents/carers who are 

due to collect formal exam results on the 16th and 23rd of 

August. 

Martin Paine 
Headteacher 

For the last four months all students in Year 8 have been taking part in an enterprise initiative sponsored by Mick George.  

The aim of the project was for each form to design, make and market a product. Today the students had to make their final 

presentations to a panel of businessmen and women from Mick George Ltd.  

The presentations were fantastic and they dealt with their Dragon's Den style grilling very well. They were asked to explain their 

product and their profit and loss data was analysed carefully.  

The winning company was 8DAN and all members of the form will enjoy a trip to Kidzania in London. Many thanks to everyone 

who has worked hard on this project.  

We hope the students had fun but most importantly had the chance to develop their entrepreneurial skills and learn a little bit 

more about different job roles in the workplace. 

Mrs Martindale 

Year 8 Enterprise Project with Mick George Ltd 

Fond Farewells 
The staff and students at Longsands Academy would like to wish the following members of staff happiness and every best wish for 

the future as they leave Longsands Academy this summer: 

Dani Broughton, Tara Caton, Bill Dimos, Helen Edwards, Meaghan Furlonger, Matt Keating, Katy Kirk-Stewart, Ryan 

Kuefler, Simon Lawrence, Jamie Magan, John Marmion, Karyn Nash, Karina Quigley, Dave Riddick, Martin Seery, Sarah 

Stewart and Tom Smy. 



 

We introduced the prestigious Arkwright Scholarship 

scheme at Longsands 3 years ago. Arkwright is a charity 

which awards scholarships to 16 year olds who they 

deem to be future leaders in engineering.  

Scholars receive £1200 to spend, on items to support 

their learning, and are allocated a mentor from the field 

of engineering. They get work experience and other 

opportunities throughout their sixth form studies.  

The scholarships are highly respected by universities and 

employers and they are rightly very difficult to achieve. 

 In 2016, Emily Jack was awarded a scholarship – our 

first at Longsands. Emily has gone on to get an 

unconditional offer to study Engineering at university.  

In 2017, Matthew Cossins was awarded a scholarship. He is now studying A Levels in Maths, 

Further Maths, Chemistry and Physics and will be applying to university in the autumn.  

This year we had three applicants from Year 11. Cliona Blackwell designed and built a device 

to help her analyse and improve her hammer throwing. Thomas Hurrell and Evan Marlow 
teamed up to build a robot using VEX design system that they used in a competition against 

other schools. After writing up their projects, Cliona, Thomas and Evan sat a tough Aptitude 

Test and then attended interviews at Cambridge University.  

We are delighted to report that all three students have been awarded Arkwright 

Scholarships. Given only 25% of applicants receive a scholarship nationally, to get 3 out of 3 

through is a remarkable achievement. 

We are very grateful to Bob Southall from the Rotary Club of St Neots St Mary’s for his coaching 

throughout the process. If any Year 10s are interested in applying for an Arkwright Scholarship 

next year they should speak to me. 

Miss K Bell 

Future Leaders of Engineering: three new Arkwright Scholars! 

Throughout my schooling I have always enjoyed creative writing: 

my teachers have always encouraged me to develop my skills both 

in class and independently.  As a result  I was invited to attend an 

Inspiring Excellence Creative writing residential last term, joined 

by other Year 12 students from around the country who, like 

me, wanted to challenge and further develop their skills. 

The course was run by Villiers Park and was one of the best weeks 

I've had in a while: there just 16 in the group, plus two tutors, so 

it was a tight-knit group that became closer as the week 

progressed, quickly drawn together by the openness of sharing our 

own writing without judgement.  

The classes felt more like friendly group discussions, the free writing time was mostly spent sitting out on the grass together, free 

coffee or tea in hand, and the secluded forested area we spent the week in only added to this idyllic atmosphere. We were largely 

allowed to be independent, even so far as the tutors letting me skip some classes to finish a play I was writing which had the 

deadline looming on the Wednesday of the week (I ended up submitting it ten minutes before!). 

The week culminated in a podcast recorded of short stories and slam poetry, one of which we each had to write and perform — an 

experience which would have been far more intimidating had we not felt so relaxed and comfortable.  

I would have stayed there longer if I could have, but the course did leave me with new 

friends and inspiration, and a renewed motivation to continue the writing I know and pick 

up new styles I learnt there too. 

Cody Bentham  

Inspiring Excellence: creative writing residential 



 

Have you ever considered becoming a foster carer? If so, now is a great time to start your fostering 
journey as Cambridgeshire County Council’s fostering service is currently recruiting carers to a wide 
range of rewarding roles.  

To find out more about how you can make a difference to the lives of local children and young 
people, call today on 0800 052 0078 or visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fostering 

From September 2018, we will be using Doddle to support teaching 

and learning and Academy priorities.  

Doddle is a home learning platform with a comprehensive range of 

online teaching and assessment resources.  

In summary, we believe the key advantages to Doddle are: 

-  Home learning resources can be easily assigned to students and 

viewed online by parents/carers; 

-   Students’ progress and success in completing set tasks can be 

viewed;  

-  Students have access to resources to support the completion of 

home learning tasks, helping to promote independent and sequential 

learning; 

Students have access to self-marking quizzes which assess 

understanding and consolidate learning, giving students instant 

formative feedback.  

Parents, please encourage your child to complete his/her home 

learning in a well-lit space without distractions and help them into a 

regular routine for home learning, eg when he/she comes in from 

school or before dinner. Please check that home learning has been 

completed and take an active interest in what your child is doing at 

school. 

Mrs C Chilman 

Doddle 

Foster Carers Needed 

Swerve the Forgetting Curve: why your child has holiday transition tasks 

If you are a parent or carer of a Year 9, 10, 11 or 12 student please be aware 

that they will have been set transition home learning tasks for completion over 

the Summer (and if you have a child in Year 7 or 8 we don't want them feeling 

left out - see suggestions at the end of this article).  

Educational research shows that in September many students perform at a 

level that is lower than that achieved at the end of the previous academic 

year. In their quest for the 'forgetting curve' to be given a 

'swerve', teachers have designed activities to space learning into August 

and providing opportunities for prior learning to be consolidated and, in many 

cases,  extended. 

Your child was set tasks for all the subjects they will be taking in September during the last two weeks of term, and the activities 

must be completed for the first lessons of next term. Last year students reported that their holiday thinking, research, problem 

solving and preparation made them feel confident to actively contribute to lessons, making that all important great first impression. 

If you are a parent of a Year 7 or 8 student please encourage them to read fiction and non-fiction: three great sources of 

inspiration are BBC iwonder and KS3 Bitesize, and The Book Trust (not forgetting your local library of course!) 

Mrs C Chilman 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fostering
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iwonder
https://www.bbc.com/education/levels/z4kw2hv
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/


 

Year 6 Transition Days 
We welcomed Year 6 on Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th July, for their Transition Days. We have been very impressed by their 

behaviour and positive attitude for the two days.   

Staff said that students were enthusiastic in lessons, which was evident when the team popped in to see how they were getting on. 

It was great to see so many happy, smiling faces going around the school.   

We look forward to welcoming Year 6 in September. 

Mrs H Breakspear 

Hampton Court Palace 
On the 28 June, 70 Year 7 students visited 

the 16th century palace of Hampton 

Court.   

The trip started off in the amazing palace 

grounds. Next, we went into the famous 

maze where many people got a bit lost - 

including me! Eventually we all escaped 

and began our tour of the palace itself.   

Mr Willis led most of our group's tour, showing us around the 

most interesting and important parts of the Palace. We got to 

see the Tudor kitchens, the Great Hall, as well as the corridor 

where Catherine Howard found out her fate. We even got a tour 

of Henry VIII's toilet!  

Nathan Jones 

On Friday 6th July at Ernulf and at Longsands on 9th July, we held our 

annual French Storytelling KS2 event which saw a record number of 

primary schools represented. This year the children learned to recite Eric 

Carle’s ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ in French ‘La petite chenille qui fait des 

trous’. 

The primary learners created their own caterpillar finger puppet to help 

them re-tell the much loved children’s story alongside taking part in many 

other games, songs and activities to help them learn the key words from 

the story. 

It was lovely to see pupils from as many as ten different primary schools 

working together in mixed groups and then joining up together to perform 

the story as one voice with synchronized actions of their own design. 

Mrs L Fengler and Mrs C Allden 

La petite chenille qui fait des trous  



 

Year 10 Work Experience 

Kick Ash mentors have had a very successful year and below 

are some of the achievements from all of their fantastic work:  

 Bake sale = £26.80 raised for British Heart Foundation  

 Display in Ritchie Hall at lunchtime for ‘No Smoking Day’ 

 Footprint signing with support for Kick Ash – wristbands, 

stickers, balloons – photos shared on social media 

 Vaping discussion and brainstorming session  

 Flyers to all classrooms – helps to raise awareness of the 

project around school 

 Primary School visits to Little Paxton and Priory Juniors     

Well done all, very successful and well received by the schools 

and Year 6 pupils.  

Mr Breakspear 

Kick Ash 2017-18 

This term, we have welcomed a brand new team of 

senior Prefects into their roles. All Year 10 students were 

invited to apply for this post, and after an overwhelming 

number of Prefect applications and interviews, 20 

students were invited to form the newly reformed Key 

Stage 4 Prefect system. The students, as well as helping 

to maintain excellent standards of behaviour and 

conduct, will take on a range of responsibilities including 

organising fund-raising activities, representing the 

Academy at events and providing support and guidance 

to students. 

The Prefects, supported by Miss Saunders (KS4 Student Voice Coordinator) meet weekly and have already achieved a great deal. 

They have been liaising with students during ECM panels regarding the new curriculum re-structuring of our citizenship 

programme, led a #StandUptoBulling anti-bullying campaign as part of a nationwide day of action from The Diana Award Charity, 

have also given feedback on the Home Learning Club and the introduction of Doddle. The Prefects will form three committees 

moving into the start of the next academic year which will give each of them of much narrower focus. These committees are the 

'Editorial Committee', the 'Raising Awareness Committee' and the 'Outreach Committee'. The Prefects have made an impressive 

start and we are excited for the positive impact they will have. 

Mr N Owen 

We are pleased to welcome back our Year 10 students who 

have just returned from their week of Work Experience.  

We hope that this experience has enabled students to focus on 

their strengths and weaknesses and given them 

valuable knowledge of the skills required to be successful in 

the workplace.  

When the students return after the Summer break we will be 

asking them to think about their future education and career 

choices and we are confident that this week has 

proved invaluable in helping them to do this. Thank you to 

Mrs Jordan for all her hard work.  

Mrs Martindale 

Prefect Team 



 

Year 11 Leavers Prom 



 

In June, our Year 10 Language Leaders were been busy visiting local primary schools (Little 

Paxton, Great Paxton and Priory Juniors) teaching French and German to a range of pupils from 

Year 3 to Year 6.  

They did an amazing job engaging the primary learners who were buzzing with excitement. Erin, 

Jessica and Katy had the children singing in rounds and Gabriel, Rob and Harri led a game of 

‘Jacques a dit’ (Simon Says) to help the pupils learn the names of different sports in French.  

Our Language Leaders have been truly professional at all stages this year, from their 

independent planning of their lessons and creation of resources, to the delivery of their lessons in 

the classroom.  

They had a lot of really lovely feedback from the staff at the primary schools who were bowled 

over by how much some of their former pupils had blossomed now they are in Year 10 at 

Longsands.  

The Language Leaders are now looking forward to taking their teaching further in the next few 

weeks by teaching some new language skills to Year 7 classes across the Academy.  

Mrs L Fengler 

Year 10 Language Leaders 

Games Concept Winners at FXP 
Twelve students from Years 10 and 11 took part in 

the FXP Festival in Cambridge from Saturday 7 to 

Monday 9 July, competing against schools from 

East England to either design or create an original 

videogame. 

Congratulations to Yasmine Mountaser, Aaron 

Webster and Jack Course who won first place in 

the games concept category at the FXP Festival in 

July 2018. 

The winning three will be spending an afternoon at 

Jagex studios, and also have won tickets to the 

Design/Play/Disrupt exhibit at the V&A museum. 

We are also very proud of Tom O'Reilly, Liam 

Myrdal, Owen Evans, Archie Minney, Will 

Somers, Ethan Copping, Alex Hitchin, Charlie 

Blake and Ben Godfrey for their hard work and 

commitment to the competition across the 

weekend. 

Mr C Koncewicz 

Student Voice Get Creative! 

The student voice team, alongside a number of 

Year 12 students, spent the beginning of July 

brightening up the Key Stage 3 social area. 

The Year 12s designed and outlined the artwork on 

the wall, which allowed the student voice team to 

spend Thursday 5 July painting.  

The finished work is outstanding and certainly fills 

the brief of brightening up a previously dull area. 

A huge thank you to our fantastic Year 12s for 

creating such an eye catching design and lending their time and support to the younger students. Thanks also to the members of 

the student voice team for their commitment and hard work with this project.  

Miss Saunders 



 

It has been a very successful year for the Duke of 

Edinburgh's Award at Longsands. We have seen almost 

80 students enrol across the Bronze and Silver awards. 

The students involved have grown in confidence 

throughout the year, becoming more independent and 

enhancing their organisation and teamwork skills. 

In March, Year 10 embarked on their Activity weekend 

in Norfolk where they practiced their camp craft skills 

and took part in a range of activities, from paddle 

boarding to archery.  

June saw them complete their practice expedition 

during one very wet weekend in Grafham! 62 students 

then went onto complete their assessed expedition in 

the countryside of Bedfordshire.  

The Silver students have completed two expedition weekends in the Peak District, showing advanced navigation skills through 

difficult terrain.  

All students have excelled and should be extremely proud of themselves. 

Mr B Dickerson 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

We were delighted to find out the results from the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge, which was sat by 30 of our Year 7 and 8 students 

back in April. 18 students from Longsands received certificates, including three students who came in the top 7% of all entrants 

nationally, therefore achieving gold certificates, and nine more students who were awarded silver certificates.  

Students had to use mathematical skill and reasoning to answer 25 multiple-choice questions in just an hour, including one 

question where they needed to work out the rough cost of building the Flying Scotsman in 1923! (Please enjoy one of the simpler 

questions, shown above.) 

Max Lubello, Simon Moutel Davesne and Nicholas Barrett were the three students who were awarded gold certificates and 

all three did well enough to be invited to take part in the Junior Kangaroo competition which followed the maths challenge. They all 

did very well in the Kangaroo as well and should feel very proud of these achievements. 

Congratulations to everyone who took part. 

Miss J Philpott 

Some of our Year 9 art students enjoyed a memorable 

morning working with 'Teaching Talons' to learn about 

animal habitats and behaviours. 

They also practiced their drawing skills, undertaking some 

challenges such as 'continuous line drawing', 'drawing 

without looking', 'wrong hand' and 'pen & wash'.  

Some great work was created and everyone enjoyed 

meeting the owls, tarantulas, bearded dragons, guinea pigs 

and many others! 

Miss G Ward 

Junior Maths Challenge Success 

Teaching Talons 



 

Congratulations to Jess Sporle, Jake Gough and Max Bicknell who were 11th in 

the English Schools Golf Championships at Woodhall Spa yesterday.  

They just missed out on a top 10 finish as competition on the day was fierce. Despite 

a difficult course and tough conditions the students played incredibly well and 

conducted themselves impeccably throughout the day. 

Mr S Hood 

Golf Championships 

End of Year Celebration at Prospect House 
At the end of June, staff at our alternative provision Prospect House, held their annual graduation 

ceremony. 

Mr Paine, who attended the event, said, “This is always a real highlight of the year, affording the 

opportunity to celebrate the successes of those students for whom mainstream education was not 

appropriate. I am always struck by the strength of the relationships that have developed between the 

students and staff at this provision which confirms my belief that all students are capable of 

demonstrating good character and achieving success if they receive the appropriate level of support.” 

Mrs K Brown 

In July, thirty students from Year 10 and Year 12 were 

lucky enough to visit the Wellcome Genome Campus in 

Hinxton. 

They learnt lots about the research going on across the site 

as well as some of it's history. They then had a fascinating 

talk about Cancer including it's causes, current treatments 

and the work they are doing to find new treatments. After 

a quick break, students then went on the hunt for MRSA 

and MSSA genes using data sets. They had to find out what 

genes did as well as which organisms they could be found 

in and then present their findings as a group. Students did 

well with all finding the correct genes.  

The day concluded with an interesting tour around the 

campus where the saw lots of scientists hard at work as 

well as the machinery used in DNA replication and 

research. Students even got to see the data centre which 

can process data equivalent to 220,000 photos a day for 

the rest of your life. The students were engaged, asking interesting questions and had an enjoyable day.  

Mrs E Sparrow 

Wellcome Genome Campus 



 

Mr Dickerson and Miss Rose were very grateful to be invited to the Royal 

Russell School in Croydon, where their Head of Geology, Martin Tanner, 

presented them with his entire collection of specimens and field and lab 

equipment. Mr Tanner is retiring after 36 years teaching Geology and 

sadly his department is closing. 

We are delighted, however, that our two new GCSE Geology groups and 

our A Level class will be able to benefit so much from this very generous 

donation.  

Over the course of his career, Mr Tanner has sent more than 100 

students to university to study Geology; at Longsands, we hope to use 

the fantastic resources to emulate his success!  

The Tomlinson Brown Trust, an Earth Science Education charity of which he is a trustee, have also been very generous in donating 

£1000 to contribute to the purchase of further Geology resources and bursaries for trips.  

We're really excited to start making the most of all of this support for Geology at Longsands!  

Miss F Rose 

Two Generous Donations for our Geology Department 

Another busy year for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths) at Longsands, ending with an exciting trip to the Big Bang 

Fair organised by Mr Ivett. A very hot day but filled with talks and 

demonstrations such as learning about sleep and marine biology. 

There were many big and local companies at hand to teach and 

inspire both students and teachers with ideas gained for future 

possible competitions! 

Some highlights this year began with hosting the annual VEX 

robotics competition with the Smallpeice Trust, where our two 

teams built robots and competed against other local schools and 

each other with winning results. Our teams both thoroughly enjoyed 

the experience which then assisted two of the winning members on 

their successful Awkright scholarship applications. 

Continuing with the theme of robots this year we were invited by Hills Road 6th form college to take part in their first 

‘robochallenge’ competition. We had a team of keen Year 11s and 12s designing and building their own robot where they spent 

many a lunch time problem solving and trialling different methods to for fill their brief to compete against other schools over a 

weekend at Hills Road. Although this time there were no wins the team-work, skills and independence our students showed was 

wonderful to watch and made the whole event very enjoyable to be a part of. 

Our annual STEM day with 60 Year 9 students was another action packed day with groups of students problem solving, designing 

and building which lead to a parent/student event where 20 families worked together to build a blue tooth speaker. The whole 

event resulted in 3 students being chosen to go to university residential placements this summer so a big well done to Daniella 
Dickenson, Jaimee Bedford and Alessandro Giannini. We also had two Year 10 students attend STEM university placements 

in Warwick, Harri Clark and Yasmine Mountaser who both 

gained valuable skills and experiences for future thinking. 

Year 7s and 8s also had a taster of STEM activities this year 

with Tomorrow's Engineers giving a work shop with a focus on 

circuits and energy to see who could race their cars the 

furthest, resulting in some quite exciting and at times frantic 

competition from our groups of students. 

We finish the year with two new groups of VEX robotics 

students working on their models ready to compete at Mark 

Rutherford school on the 14 September, where I am sure 

whatever the result, our students will have a fantastic day with 

skills and experience gained. 

Mrs H Rose 

STEM Activies at Longsands 



SIMS Parent App: From September 2018 all progress reviews will be reported home via our parental 

engagement system, the SIMS Parent App. The SIMS Parent App can be installed on any smartphone, tablet or 

PC. Once installed, the app will allow you to view information relating to attendance, achievement points, 

student timetable, latest progress reports and data collection (where you can update personal information).  

Data will be reported ‘live’ and parents/carers will receive a notification at 16:00 if achievement points have 

been awarded during that day as well as new messages such as diary alerts.  

We also like to share students achievements and successes via our social media channels. Why not connect 

with us there too? 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial 

Find us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/longsandsnews 

Email: To be as cost effective as possible when we communicate with you, we endeavour to email correspondence home so 

please make sure you have supplied us with a current and valid email address.  

For general communication, please call 01480 353535 or email enquiries@longsands.cambs.sch.uk - if you would like your 

email to reach a specific teacher of member of Academy staff, please put their name in the ‘subject’ field, i.e. FAO Mr Smith. 

Student Absence: If you need to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 and leave a message on the absence line 

or email absence@longsands.cambs.sch.uk, alternatively, you can text details to 07860 095 966.  

Ways to Stay in Touch 

 

Our congratulations to Nyahleh Soyei, Leah Lilley 

and Niamh Ledwich (pictured opposite at the Eastern 

Counties Festival) who have all been playing rugby for 

Peterborough Under 13 girls and have clearly played 

very well as they have won nearly all of their games this 

season.  

In addition, they have won all four festivals that they 

have entered: East Midlands Championships, the 

Eastern Counties Festival and the Notts, Lincs and Derby 

Festival and West Coast Rugby Rocks. 

They have also featured in the Peterborough Telegraph: 

https://www.peterboroughtoday.co.uk/sport/rugby-

union/girls-rugby-another-trophy-for-borough-under-13s

-1-8471068 

Nyahleh’s sister, Kenyeh Soyei, has also achieved 

sporting success this summer as she came 9th out of 22 

in the English Schools Athletics (and 4th out of the Year 10s). Kenyeh just missed out on an extra three throws, and considering 

that she is only in the first year of under 17s we look forward to hearing about her results in future competitions. 

Very well done to you all.  

Mrs S Hills 

Sporting Success 

USA Trip Information 
Next Easter, the History and Geography 

Departments are looking forward to taking 

40 A Level students to the USA as part of 

their biennial curriculum enrichment offer. 

A reminder of the payment deadlines below 

(payments to be made via ParentPay). If 

there are any questions or concerns about 

this trip, please contact Mr Owen, Senior 

Assistant Headteacher, KS4. 

 5th Instalment £125 01.08.18 

 6th Instalment £125 01.09.18 

 7th Instalment £125 01.10.18 

 8th Instalment £125 01.11.18 

 9th Instalment £125 01.12.18 

 10th Instalment £125 01.01.19 

 11th Instalment £125 01.02.19 

 12th Instalment £100 01.03.19 

http://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial
http://www.twitter.com/longsandsnews
mailto:enquiries@longsands.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:absence@longsands.cambs.sch.uk
https://www.peterboroughtoday.co.uk/sport/rugby-union/girls-rugby-another-trophy-for-borough-under-13s-1-8471068
https://www.peterboroughtoday.co.uk/sport/rugby-union/girls-rugby-another-trophy-for-borough-under-13s-1-8471068
https://www.peterboroughtoday.co.uk/sport/rugby-union/girls-rugby-another-trophy-for-borough-under-13s-1-8471068


 

Awards Evening 
The evening of Thursday 12 July saw the first of what we hope will be many annual Awards Evenings at 

Longsands. The Sports Hall had a makeover from lots of willing volunteers and it was made to look like a 

fabulous venue befitting the efforts and achievements of the students.  

In all, 180 students were nominated for awards and over 150 of them were able to join us on the evening, 

along with huge numbers of parents and staff. Each subject nominated students in every year group for 

achievement and for effort and attitude and we know for most subjects there were some really tough 

decisions to be made as we are blessed with such wonderful students. 

The Key Stages also awarded certificates for truly outstanding students. Those who, not only shine 

academically, but also have the qualities that as parents and at Longsands that we are rightly proud of. The 

Sports Awards recognised students who had broken records on the athletics stage, a fantastic achievement when many of the 

records had stood for a number of years. We invited our new prefects to the evening, following a very rigorous selection process, 

to receive their badges and certificates. This group of students will provide the Academy with a huge amount of support over the 

coming year and we are very much looking forward to working with them. 

The evening concluded with the announcement of our new senior students; Head Boy – Gabriel Pang, Head Girl – Tara Loader and 

their Deputies – Jordan Page and Yasmine Mountaser and the prestigious Headteacher Awards for each Key Stage.  

We were entertained during the evening by Scarlett Thompson in Year 7 who sang ‘On my Own’ from Les Miserables so beautifully 

and by boys from our Year 10 GCSE music group; Jacob Crawshaw, Jack Payton, James Hogg and Kyle Wharton who performed 

Chasing Cars, another fabulous performance. 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped out both during the preparation for the evening and at the ceremony itself. Our thanks 

also to all parents who have taken the trouble to contact us, we have been overwhelmed with the positive feedback we have 

received. 

It really was a wonderful occasion with which to end the academic year and we send our congratulations to all the students who 

received certificates. 

Mrs C Greaney 
Deputy Headteacher 



 

Thanks to the generous funding from Polli-nation, a national research project on educating and creating pollinating environments, 

Year 7 and Year 8 students had a fun time learning about ‘Bug life!’. We learnt how and why we need to encourage pollinating 

insects and we conducted a research survey, analysing the types of bugs we already attract in the Social Sciences garden. 

Our results will be included in Polli-nation's live research project, www.polli-nation.co.uk/activity/Survey/. The students painted 

flowerpots and planted pollinator attracting plants, they also made their own bug attracting mini gardens. As well as these, wooden 

bug houses were made, community stones painted and bug themed games were created from off-cuts of a tree trunk. All items will 

be donated to nurseries, preschools and primary schools, reflecting on our school's community theme.   

Mrs J Bartrick 

Arts Festival: Bug Life 

Arts Festival 2018 

Students at Longsands Academy took part in a full day of workshops and arts activities on Friday, 6 July. The over-arching theme 

of the Workshop Day was ‘Community’. Some activities focussed on learning about, or working with, our local community, while 

other workshops were built around teamwork and community spirit.  

Workshops included: musical theatre, Indian dance, community sports, poetry, photography, textiles, cake-decorating, code-

breaking, pond building, local history, woodwork, portrait painting, cookery, documentary, magazines and comic book creation. 

Everyone entered into the spirit of creativity and teamwork, resulting in some terrific outcomes and performances. Well done! 

Mrs G Sanders 

http://www.polli-nation.co.uk/activity/Survey/


 

Arts Festival 



Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial  

Find us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/longsandsnews  

Find us on YouTube 

Longsands Road, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 1LQ 

01480 353535 www.longsands.cambs.sch.uk  

Longsands Academy was blessed with bright sunshine for the 

annual school Sports Day, which took place on Thursday 28 

June with students from Years 7-10 enjoying a range of 

athletic events.  

With temperatures reaching highs of 28 degrees, Longsands 

students were unstoppable displaying exceptional 

participation and performance levels. Students aimed to 

perform to the best of their ability in order to break records 

and set new ones. Some individual performances to note 

include: Scarlett Dalrymple setting a new 1500m record of 

5m 12.7s and Darcy Button an 800m record of 2m 36.4. 

Other new records set were Mario Roba in the 100m, 

Nyahleh Soyei who threw a full meter further and Kenyeh 

Soyei who threw 2m further to set new shot put records. 

More great achievements include those from, Zak Holmes 

also in the shot put, Jay Lilley in the discus, and Darcy 

Button in the Long Jump. Huge congratulations to these 

eight record breakers! 

Overall, the students were fantastic, their effort and 

motivation for the events, encouragement of others and their 

overall attitude made the event a success and a delight for all 

Longsands Academy staff. Even students who were unable to 

participate in the day showed huge amounts of dedication to 

the event.  

Some results from the day are: 

Overall Year 7 champions: 7KCN 

Overall Year 8 champions: 8TWW 

Overall Year 9 champions: 9MDP 

Overall Year 10 champions: 10CLW 

Overall school champions KS3: Willow 

Victrix: Darcy Button 

Victor: Jamie Peters 

 

Miss K Saunders 

Sports Day 2018 
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