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Since welcoming students back to 

the Academy after the Christmas 

break, I have been struck by just 

how many have enjoyed and 

achieved in a range of disciplines 

and activities, whether that be as 

an individual or as part of a group.  

The term began with the fantastic 

news that Myles Robinson-

Young and Christopher 

Ferguson, both in Year 11, have 

achieved considerable success in their respective sporting 

disciplines of swimming and football. Both students provide a 

source of considerable inspiration to all members of our 

learning community and we wish them every success in their 

endeavors. In addition, Myles competed at the Winter English 

Nationals Swim competition in December. In total Myles 

achieved 1 silver and 3 bronze medals including a number of 

personal best times!  

A first for Longsands was the achievement of the Year 8 boys’ 

football team who played in the sixth round of the National 

Cup, winning 5-3 away to Debenham High School from 

Stowmarket. The team, therefore, went through to the last 16 

where they played Verulam School from St Albans; despite 

putting in a heroic effort, the team lost a hard-fought match. 

Feedback from one proud parent summed-up the team’s 

achievement perfectly, “I'd like to thank Mr Walker for his 
efforts and support of the team throughout the competition. His 
attitude and support for the boys has been exemplary and he is 
a credit to your school. I know the boys picked up a couple of 
bookings during the competition but their conduct and 
behaviour has been first class, they also are a credit to your 
school.” 

In January, we heard that Melissa Quail in Year 13 has been 

accepted by Cambridge University to study maths at Trinity. We 

were also delighted to hear from the parents of Scarlet 

Thompson in Year 7 who appeared in 32 performances of Jack 

and the Beanstalk at The Cambridge Arts Theatre. In Science, 

we were delighted by the manner in which a small number of 

our students engaged with the BP Ultimate Challenge where 

Amit Solanki, George Boothby, Toby Walden, Nathan 

Jones, Izzy Warner, Charlotte Baker and Hannah Jeff 

conducted and presented their own experiments. Most recently, 

Nicole Sealey, Rory Oscroft and Madeleine Humphrey 

enjoyed success at the a Youth Speaks competition after 

presenting a 10 minute speech on homelessness to our partner 

Rotarians; they are now through to the next round where they 

will be competing against other schools in the local area.  

Supporting students through their educational journey, 

especially at those points of transition from one Key Stage to 

the next, is a key aspect of our work to ensure that all students 

achieve the best possible learning, experience and outcomes. 

Our focus during this half term has been on Year 9 students as 

they prepare to start their GCSE studies by selecting 

appropriate options. The need for clear and comprehensive 

information is tantamount to this process and students and 

their parents/carers have received a presentation from 

Mrs Breakspear and Mr Owen, an Options Information Booklet 

and an Options Information Evening to this effect. Along with 

the second set of Progress Review grades and parent 

consultation meetings, our aim is to ensure that students are 

fully informed ahead of forthcoming options interviews which 

are scheduled after half term.  

Year 11 students have been supported in a similar manner as 

they prepare for their GCSE examinations in the summer and 

consider their options for post-16 pathways. During this half 

term, we welcomed parents/carers to 
Continued on page 2... 

CEIAG: Meet the Professionals 
On Wednesday, 17 and Thursday, 18 January, students in Year 9 had the opportunity to 

'Meet the Professionals'. The aim of this event was to introduce pupils to a range of 

different career options as well as a chance to quiz professionals about employability skills 

and how to be successful in the work place.  

We were delighted to be joined by professionals from the creative and expressive arts 

sector as well as catering, public relations and product design.  

This event is part of the Academy's wider focus on CEIAG (Careers Education, 

Information, Advice and Guidance) and preparing our students for the world of work. 

Thank you to all the professionals who gave up their time to support this event. If you are interested in supporting any future 

events please contact the Careers Lead, Mrs  Martindale, by emailing kmartindale@longsands.cambs.sch.uk or visit our website. 

Mrs K Martindale 

mailto:kmartindale@longsands.cambs.sch.uk


 

Proposed New Uniform 

At Longsands Academy, we believe our uniform should instil a sense of identity, pride and belonging and contribute to the ethos 

and culture of the school, setting the appropriate tone to promote good behaviour and discipline. This is a view that the governing 

body and staff of Longsands Academy share and one that is in keeping with our core purpose to secure the best possible 

experience, learning and outcomes for each young person for whom we have responsibility.   

For a number of years, informal feedback from a number of parents, students and staff has described our current uniform as 

scruffy and not providing students with the sense of pride in the Academy they represent. Aspects of the uniform are also open to 

interpretation and adjustment in line with current fashions and trends. As such, at the start of the academic year, the governors 

and senior staff at the Academy embarked on a review of our uniform policy, following the guidelines laid down by the Department 

for Education with particular regards to the timeframe, the cost and involvement of parents and students. This advice was 

supported by guidance from ‘The key for School Leaders’ and the NAHT as well as the experiences of similar-sized schools. 

During the Autumn term, discussions were held between governors, senior staff and our suppliers to investigate the options 

available. The Trust Board considered samples of uniform including various options for blazers/jackets, ties and skirts.  

Furthermore, costings for varying options and comparisons to existing uniform costs were also considered along with suppliers, 

compulsory items and options for parents and carers to source items from high street retailers. The board suggested that the 

introduction of a new uniform could start from September 2018 with Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 compulsory and non-compulsory for Year 

11 (current year 10). The Trust Board will be taking all above points into consideration along with feedback from parents and 

carers before any final decision is made and communicated. 

Uniform samples were subsequently presented to a variety of Student Voice representatives, a number of who tried on samples. 

Students were overwhelmingly in favour of the proposals and gave some useful feedback regarding the details of the final proposal 

to go out to parents and carers. This was presented to parents/carers in a letter dated 19 January which highlighted the 

involvement of a representative group of students in the process and a selection of their comments which included, “it’s much 
smarter than the old uniform”, “it’s nice and comfortable and easy to put on” and “I like it because it’s elegant and it gives the 
students a professional air.” Feedback to the letter has been both highly positive as well as providing some very helpful feedback 

which has been gratefully received; we are aware of the petition requesting a phased introduction of the new uniform. 

In a subsequent letter, we addressed some of the queries and concerns raised and parents/carers were invited into the Academy 

on Wednesday, 7 February to discuss any views or concerns which persisted; many thanks to all those who attended. Alongside 

the Trust Board, we fully intend to give full consideration to all of the feedback received and work closely with all parents to arrive 

at a final decision which will be announced in due course. The proposed uniform is on display in the main school reception.  

Martin Paine 

Headteacher 

From the Headteacher ...continued from page 1 

consultation meetings to receive feedback on recent mock 

performances as well as guidance on how they can support their 

children in responding to the results. More recently, students 

and their parents/carers have been attending destinations 

meetings to support their post-16 choices whether this be A 

Level studies, apprenticeships, college courses or the world of 

work. For those wishing to attend the St Neots Sixth Form, 

please note that interviews are calendared for the week 

beginning 19 February.  

We were also delighted to welcome back a number of ex-Year 

13 students and their families for the formal presentation of 

their A Level certificates at an event which also afforded the 

wonderful opportunity to hear about their initial experiences of 

work, travel and university. We were, as always, left feeling 

inspired by all that the young adults have gone onto achieve 

and eager to ensure that our current students achieve similar 

successes with their own lives. To support this aim, all students 

in Year 9 recently met with a range of people from the world of 

work to discuss aspects of their chosen profession. We were 

delighted to welcome a range of professionals from a wide 

variety of fields including creative & expressive arts, 

construction & engineering, catering, public relations and 

product design, many of whom challenged the gender and 

social stereotypes which exist in our society.  

Lastly, feedback from external stakeholders has, once again, 

proved to be a source of considerable pride to us all; this 

included the following from an exhibitor at the EDGE careers 

fair, “I just wanted to write and congratulate you for doing such 
an amazing job with your students. There were many interested 
in engineering, which for us (a small local engineering 
company) was really encouraging, especially the number of girls 
that were thinking of studying STEM subjects. Your children 

were engaged, engaging and polite; they were enthusiastic and 
keen to make as much use of the time they had with us.” More 

recently, I had the pleasure of speaking with a Senior Lecturer 

from the University of Bedfordshire who is currently working 

with a number of our Year 8 students; the lecturer took the time 

to contact me to say what a pleasure it was to work with the 

students, describing them as “a credit to the school, their 
parents and their teachers”.  

I hope you agree that this snapshot of Academy life admirably 

illustrates the hard work, determination, resilience and, in some 

cases, bravery demonstrated by so many of your children as 

they enjoy and achieve success in their chosen field. They are a 

living embodiment not only of our core purpose but also our 

core values and an inspiration to staff and students alike.  

Martin Paine 

Headteacher 



 

We continue to work with our local policing team in relation to thefts of bikes from the 

Academy site. This includes further CCTV coverage and reminders to students about locking 

their bikes and scooters securely in the appropriate bike sheds. We would also be very grateful 

if parents could discuss this and safety measures, at home, reinforcing the following points: 

 Bikes and scooters should be locked in the Kings Lane car park bike sheds or those at 

the back of the Science department; 

 Bikes and scooters should not be locked to fencing near to bike sheds or N block; 

 All users of bikes and scooters must wear a helmet to and from school; 

 Students should be aware of other road users and ride appropriately on the left side of 

the road. 

Where students do not follow this guidance we may advise that they 

must leave their bike or scooter at home and make their way to school 

using another method of transport.  

This is for their own safety and that of others and to keep their bike or 

scooter safe whilst it is on-site. Many thanks for your support in this 

matter. 

Mrs Greaney 
Deputy Headteacher 

Reminder: Bike/Scooter Safety 

Myles Robinson-Young in Year 11 was selected as 

Peterborough Junior Sportsman of the Year 2017! 

Myles is an incredibly accomplished swimmer who won gold 

medal at the British Swimming Championships 2017. 

Read more at: https://www.peterboroughtoday.co.uk/sport/

sports-awards-time-to-honour-your-sporting-heroes-1-8290694 

In addition, Myles competed at the Winter English Nationals 

Swim competition in December. In total Myles achieved 1 silver 

and 3 bronze medals including a number of personal best 

times!  

His incredible performance may secure him a place to represent 

England in the Common Wealth games in Australia later this 

Year. 

Well done Myles, we are very proud of you! 

Miss Furlonger 

Congratulations Myles! 

Congratulations Christopher! 

Our congratulations to Christopher Ferguson who has been selected for the Senior 

England Amputee Football Squad as a goalkeeper. Amputee football is a growing 

sport, with a national league and a thriving international team. The Senior England 

Team recently reached the final of the European Championships and played in front of 

over 40,000 people in Turkey's Beşiktaş stadium. In amputee football, the outfield 

players must have one leg, and goalkeepers (such as Christopher) one hand. 

Christopher, who also plays for the Peterborough Utd Amputee Football Team,  has 

previously represented the England Amputee Junior Team, and is a shining example of a Longsands student turning what might 

have been a disadvantage into an advantage. Being selected for the Senior Team at just age 16 is a huge achievement and we 

wish Christopher and his team mates all the very best in their future matches. 

Mr S Hood 

https://www.peterboroughtoday.co.uk/sport/sports-awards-time-to-honour-your-sporting-heroes-1-8290694
https://www.peterboroughtoday.co.uk/sport/sports-awards-time-to-honour-your-sporting-heroes-1-8290694
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/4647562/england-amputee-team-turkey-european-championship/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/4647562/england-amputee-team-turkey-european-championship/


 

On Sunday, 7 January Scarlet 

Thompson, Year 7, finished her 

run of 32 performances in the 

‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ Panto 

which has been running at The 

Cambridge Arts Theatre.  

Scarlet worked hard to achieve a 

place out of 160 auditionees and 

has managed to balance her 

rehearsals and performances 

alongside her school work. 

Well done Scarlet! 

Miss K Bingham 

Congratulations Scarlet! 

Online Safety 

Trying to keep young people safe online is becoming more and more of a challenge, both to parents and for us in schools. The 

availability of smartphones and the difficulty of monitoring internet use, along with what seems to be almost daily new apps which 

target young people, makes this area a bit of a minefield. If, like many parents, you feel a bit behind with what’s out there in 

relation to apps and games then you will find the following website very useful: www.net-aware.org.uk 

It allows you to search for apps and games and gives minimum age limits, comments from young people and parents and general 

information about particular games or apps. For example, you can find out about Instagram, Snapchat, askfm, Glide, etc and 

games such as Minecraft, Movie Star Planet and Clash of Clans. Not every game and app is there yet but the most popular ones 

have been included first and more are being added. 

Another website which offers advice and guidance in relation to digital parenting is: www.parentinfo.org 

This website not only offers information about on-line safety but also a whole range of safeguarding advice for parents who may 

be dealing with teenage issues such as sex and relationships, health and wellbeing; including mental health and self-esteem, family 

life and education. 

And of course, if you have any concerns about any of the areas mentioned above, please do feel free to contact us. We have 

members of staff who are trained across a range of different areas and if we aren’t able to help, we will know someone who can! 

Mrs C Greaney 
Deputy Headteacher 

At the end of January, we were delighted to welcome 20 

Chinese students to the Academy. During their time with 
us, they will be in lessons with their Longsands buddy 

students to experience life in a British school. We wish 

them all a warm welcome and would like to thank our 
student buddies who are being great ambassadors for 

Longsands.  

Mrs Swainston 

A Warm Welcome to Chinese Students 

This summer, 28 students from across Years 11, 12 & 13 

accompanied by 3 members of staff are travelling to Tanzania 

to help those less fortunate. The 4-week trip will involve 

countless hours of voluntary work on a number of community 

projects in rural areas across Tanzania.  

These projects involve a number of activities ranging from 

assisting with conservation of wildlife initiatives, to the 

building and the maintenance of educational facilities such as 

schools. Whilst on the expedition students and staff will get an 

opportunity to experience cultural differences and the 

challenges faced by local communities on a day to day basis.  

In an effort to raise money for this trip, students will be 

running a number of fundraising events over the 

next half term. These will range from the prom fayre, cake 

sales, dance workshops, quizzes and whole school 

tournaments so keep an eye out and get involved.  

Miss Furlonger 

Camps International: Fundraising 

http://www.net-aware.org.uk
http://www.parentinfo.org


 

Here’s hoping that this newsletter finds you and your family 

free from all the cold and flu viruses that have been circulating 

over the past couple of months. If you have been listening to 

the news you will know that there has been a huge increase in 

the number of people becoming ill over the festive period and 

beyond. We certainly felt this at Longsands before the 

Christmas holiday where it wasn’t uncommon to teach classes 

where 6-8 students were absent. In previous years, the 

Christmas holiday has usually provided an opportunity for 

everyone to recover from any illnesses picked up at the end of 

term, however, this year has been a little more challenging.  

I am delighted that, despite all the illness, our attendance last 

term was only down by 0.1% compared to the previous year so 

a huge thank you to all parents who have encouraged their 

children to dose themselves up and come into school and to all 

the students who have come into school despite feeling a bit 

under the weather – being here will have a positive impact on 

their learning. 

Sixteen tutor groups of the fifty have fallen below our minimum 

expectation of 95%, they know who they are, and have been 

challenged to reach 95% this term. For some who have fallen 

just below 95% this will be easily achievable, those with lower 

figures will have more of a challenge on their hands!  

Top tutor groups for last term in each year group were: 

 

Our new Year 7 have started well and achieved 96.7% 

attendance last term – however, they have recently heard that 

last year’s Year 7 achieved 97% at Christmas so the challenge 

has been set for this term. Our pupil premium students (those 

who currently qualify for free school meals or who have had 

them during the last six years) are also worthy of mention as 

improvements have been seen in their attendance, this is great 

news. 

Well done to all students, keep trying hard for those tutor group 

and 100% certificates and rewards. 

Mrs C Greaney 
Deputy Headteacher 

7BJD 98.10% 

8KKJ 97.20% 

9MDP 97.30% 

10CLW 97.80% 

11MLH 97.20% 

Attendance  

 

Please see below for a reminder of the parental 

consultation meeting dates. Lessons end at 1.20 pm on the day 

of Parent Consultations, with lunch available for those who 

require it. Buses depart at 2.00 pm.  
 

Year 11:  10 January 2018 

Year 9:    24 January 2018 

Year 10:  7 March 2018 

Year 7:    18 April 2018 

Year 8:    9 May 2018 

 

The consultation Year 12  (21 March 2018) will commence at 

5.00 pm, meaning an early closure will not be required. 

Parent Consultations 

On Friday, 12 January the English Department organised a Youth 

Speaks competition which required  selected students from Years 

8 and 9 to present a 10 minute speech to the Rotarians. Topics 

v a r i e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  a n d  i n c l u d e d  S p a c e 

Exploration, Homelessness and Body Image.  

A huge well done goes to Ethan Fearn, Reece Thompson, 

Alfie Sadler, Darcy Leigh, Ben Hinton and Annie Green who 

were all runners up and great contenders in such a fierce and 

close competition. The winners of Longsands Youth Speaks competition 2018 were Nicole Sealey, Rory Oscroft and Madeleine 
Humphrey with their speech on Homelessness.  

All three Year 8 students have collectively made it through to the next round where they will be competing against other schools in 

the local area. Congratulations everyone!  

Mrs Waters 

Youth Speaks! 



 

Key Stage 4 students continue to collect Achievement Points as teachers recognise their academic achievement and outstanding 

attitude to learning. The following students have achieved the most achievement points in their year groups – well done to all 

students mentioned! 

Year 11                  Year 10   

 
 

Mr N Owen 

Byatt Georgia 11DVK   71 Sharpe Sabrina 10JCP   66 

Yateman Tabitha 11TWS   60 Watson Evan 10JCP   51 

Nicholson Callum 11JAB   56 Keiss Kayleigh 10SCW   48 

Wisson Eva 11CMK   49 Scott Joshua 10DMB   46 

Rogers James 11CKK   48 Silverthorne Katie 10DMB   46 

Achievement and Behaviour Points 

Payment reminder for parents/carers of Year 11 students: the 

deadline for payments, should any student want to purchase a 

Class of 2018 Leavers’ hoodie, a commemorative yearbook and 

attend celebrations at the end of year Prom, is the 29 March.  

Payment for these items can now be made in full, or by 

instalments, using ParentPay. 

If you have any difficulty accessing your ParentPay account, 

please contact the Finance Department on 01480 223336/37. 

Mr N Owen 

Year 11 Prom, Yearbook and Hoodies 

Learning Performance 

We were delighted to host a 

Learning Performance Training 

Study Skills workshop for Year 

11 students and parents/carers 

on Wednesday, 31 January 2018.  

Their interactive and motivational workshop showed 

students how to learn, how to revise and how to prepare 

for exams with creative strategies.  

We have every expectation that students can use these 

techniques to help support their exam preparation in the 

coming weeks.   

Further support and information can be found by following 

the ‘GCSE Revision and Curriculum Support’ link on the 

Academy website. 

Mr N Owen 

Year 11 Revision and Curriculum Support: Please find overleaf 

our centralised timetable of revision and curriculum support 

that is in place for the forthcoming weeks.  

This is in addition to the comprehensive exam preparation 

package for Year 11 students as they approach the final stages 

of their GCSE study.  

Each subject across the Academy has their own specific 

programme of intervention and support in place. These consist 

of in-class strategies, quality first teaching provision, guided 

revision activities, the use and tracking of online applications, 

revision materials and exemplar answers on the VLE and 

extracurricular revision support sessions.  

Your son/daughter should ask their subject teacher for further 

information if required, or speak to a member of the Key Stage 

4 team. 

Mr N Owen 

Year 11 Revision  



 



 

Please note - a change of dates for the Options Process: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of this half-term you will have received a letter indicating your appointment time, 

plus the Options Choice Form. Please bring this form signed to your interview. 

The Options booklet, and the presentation from the Options Information Evening are on our 

website under 'Latest News'. Should you have any further queries please speak to Mr Owen 

or Mrs Breakspear. 

Mrs H Breakspear 

Year 9 Options 

KS3 Achievement Point winners so far this term: 

Year 9:  Olivia Bicknell - Willow and overall Year 9, 

Ciara Mulvill - Aspen, Jessica Vernalls - Maple. 

Year 8: Sophia Murphy - Willow and overall Year 8, 

Madeleine Lowe - Aspen, Kiana Snooks - Maple. 

Year 7: Bradley Young - Maple and overall Year 7, 

Owen Davies - Willow, Nathan Jones - Aspen. 

Top form in Year 7:  LJC,  Year 8: ACK and Year 9: SAH. 

Very well done to you all, what a great example you are, keep 

up the good work! 

Mrs H Breakspear 

Achievement Points 

w/c 19 & 26 

February 

Year 9 Options interviews will begin (you 

will receive an appointment time with a 

senior member of Academy staff). 

Wednesday 

7 March 

Year 9 Options deadline. 

As you may be aware from recent stories in the press, 

question marks still exist as to whether our young 

people are gaining the appropriate exposure to working 

environments, and more importantly the necessary skillsets 

that will benefit them in their everyday working routine.  

Working with local business, Mick George Ltd, we have 

created an initiative that will undoubtedly prepare students 

for working life, with our ‘Young Ideas Factory’ concept. 

The principle objective of the scheme is for groups of Children to develop a business concept, assign roles and responsibilities, and 

then physically operate these ideas over a sustained period of time. This Year 8 inter-form competition will see 10 forms deliver 

their ideas to their peers within the school community. 

Each form will be provided with a £50 budget to kick start their business model, and will be provided with mentoring and 

workshops from departmental managers at Mick George Ltd, to advise the best Finance, Marketing, Sales and Logistic techniques, 

to ensure their business idea achieves. 

In a similar vein to our existing ‘work experience’ model, the ‘Young Ideas Factory’ will help to inspire the next generation of 

enterprising young people in an interactive way. At completion of the campaign in June, outstanding individual and group efforts 

will be recognised by a panel of judges from Longsands Academy and Mick George Ltd, with trips to Kidzania, London, and Ipad’s 

being presented. Any ‘profits’ acquired through the scheme will be donated to a selected charity. Good luck Year 8! 

Mrs Powell and Mrs Martindale 

Careers and Enterprise: Young Ideas Factory 



 

As part of our L3 BTEC Business Diploma, we are organising a charity quiz, themed 'St. Neots' Brainiest Business'. The event aims 

to raise as much as possible for Breast Cancer Care. We are currently seeking local businesses to enter a team, to compete against 

each other and be crowned as the brainiest business St Neots.  

Please see the poster below for further information and get in touch if you would like to take part!  #BrainiestBiz 

Year 12 L3 BTEC Business Event Team 

Is Your Business the Brainiest in St Neots? 

Following an unbeaten maiden Year 7 

last season which saw the side win the 

County and District leagues, the current 

Year 8 football squad were entered into 

the English Schools FA National Cup 

competition.  

Out of 690 teams to enter the ‘knock-

out’ style tournament the squad created 

Longsands history by being the first side 

ever at any age group to reach the last 

16 teams of the cup (Round 7), a huge 

achievement by the side. The team have 

developed thoroughly throughout the 

competition having to adjust their style 

to overcome many different physical and 

tactical challenges along the way.  

The young Longsands side were drawn 

away in every round of the competition, 

seeing the boys rack up the miles on 

their journey. The squad have learnt a 

tremendous amount in resilience and 

tactical diversity during these tough 

fixtures; Mr Walker is hoping the squad 

will continue going from strength to 

strength and build on the great success 

made in this national cup.  

The Results 

Round 1 – Bye 

Round 2 – Beat Weavers Academy (Northants) 6-1: 
McConnell 3, Jackson 2 & Jones 

Round 3 – Beat Comberton Village College (Cambs) 

11-1: Jackson 4, Bell 4, Clark, Joyce & Dawkes 

Round 4 – Beat Springwood High School (Norfolk) 

3-0: Jackson 2 & McConnell 

Round 5 – Beat Impington Village College (Cambs):  

2-2 (5-4) penalties, Jackson & Bell 

Round 6 – Beat Debenham High School (Lowestoft)  

3-3 (5-3 after ET) Bell 2, McConnell, Jackson & Pearsall 

Round 7 – Lost Veralum Academy (St Albans) 6-0 

The Squad 

Joe Pashley (GK), Matt Kloc (GK), George 

Austin (GK), Ben Joyce, Jerry Williams, 

Jake Jones, Max Kimpton, Max Ruffles, 

Ciaran Pearsall, Glenn McConnell (Capt), 

Charlie Clark, Stanley Dawkes, James 

Brace, Joe Jackson, Luke Hargreaves, 

Carson Reed, Jaiden Bell.  

 

Mr T Walker 

Year 8 Football National Cup: Making Longsands History! 

Congratulations to the following students who performed well 

in the County Cross Country Championships at Ely on Sunday, 

14 January. They were selected for the Anglia Games  on 

Saturday, 3 February. 

Amelia Fleming Year 7 

Alicia Athersmith  Year 9 

Scarlet Dalrymple Year 10 
 

Plus Gary Evans, Scott Thomas and Evan Hosking - all 

Senior Boys. 

Mr Marmion 

Cross Country Congratulations 

Congratulations to the following rugby players who have been 

selected to take part in the DPP programme for Year 8 

students: 

Sam Noble, James Brace, Jacob Willmott, Sam 

Hawking, Rory Town, Joe Pashley, Daniel Peck, Ciaran 

Pearsall. 

Look out for progress updates in future newsletters. 

Mr Marmion 

Rugby DPP 



 

‘Smashed it!’  How March mocks will support success in the summer. 

It’s hard to believe but ‘smashed it’ is a phrase used at the end 

of GCSE examinations by a significant number of Year 11 

students. More importantly it represents a response to exams 

that every parent and carer wants to hear their child describe 

when asked ‘how did the exam go?’ 

With our second round of mock examinations taking place 

between Monday 5th and Friday 16th March teachers are 

currently organising the examination process in a way that 

focuses on providing the practical and emotional strategies 

required to achieve success, with the aim that all students will 

have a positive exam experience to achieve or exceed target 

grades. 

Students will sit exams for all GCSE subjects which will be 

delivered using a three stage approach. The result will be that 

students develop exam-wise strategies that will boost their 

confidence about how to approach the ‘real thing’.  It’s a much 

more supportive process than traditional mock exams, which is 

why we are calling the process ‘exam ready fortnight’.   

This is how it will work: 

Stage 1: Pre-exam guidance and revision lesson – The lesson 

before the exam teachers will use previous assessment data 

(November mock performance, examination board advice, 

student feedback and targets) to provide detailed guidance on 

examination techniques needed for success.  ‘How the 

question will be organised….. how to approach answering….  

What impresses the examiner….’ advice will be provided, along 

with time for targeted revision that students can then continue 

working on independently the evening before the paper. 

Stage 2: Guided exam experience lesson –  Teachers 

frequently talk about ‘the one thing I wish I could remind them 

about’, or can be overheard saying ‘ I hope they remember 

to…’ as students enter the exam hall in the summer.   In the 

lesson where the exam paper is completed teachers will 

provide timely ‘don’t forget’ and ‘remember my tip on…’ 

reminders about skills, exam techniques and timings.  If your 

child is prone to ‘rabbit in headlights’ moments in exams such 

prompts are invaluable. Students who have experienced this 

support in previous years have told us that having been guided 

and prompted through a paper in this way enables them to 

repeat the strategies in the real exam. 

Stage 3: Guided marking and review lesson – we know 

immediate feedback is a key factor improving student 

performance.  Which is why teachers will guide students 

through a review of their performance, providing exemplars of 

good answers, setting targets, and further improving their 

exam performance in the lesson immediately after the exam: 

whilst the experience is still fresh in their mind. 

English language and Science exams will take place in the 

Sports Hall, with all other exams taking place in classrooms. 

If you have any questions about ‘exam ready fortnight’ please 

contact me, Miss Furlonger or your child’s tutor.  In the 

meantime, please encourage your child to work hard on their 

revision, and don’t forget to ask them about their exam 

experiences between the 5-16 March 2018.  I sincerely hope 

they have some ‘smashed it’ moments. 

Cathy Chilman 
Senior Assistant Headteacher – Learning and Teaching 

A bursary established in the memory the late Mo Pearce, a former Trustee, director and actress 

who inspired so many people with her love of Shakespeare and performance. The bursary, 

awarded by ‘Shakespeare at the George’, bestows a maximum of £1,000 to support amateur 

projects that connect to theatre in any particular way. 

In light of the passion for performance, dedication to theatre and inspiration of participation 

Longsands submitted a bid which conveyed our love of theatre and performance with twelve 

shows a year; performance groups in every year group; a growing technical team and a variety of 

theatre forms being displayed. 

In the winter term we staged ‘Our Day Out’ by Willy Russell, ‘Open Mic Fridays’, ‘The Advent 

Calendar’ (a Christmas variety show) and the Year 10 Dramatists put on ‘A Christmas Carol’ by 

Frederick Gaines. In addition our technicians helped with parents events, the bizarre, Strictly 

Come Dancing and visiting assembly speakers. This spring term we are staging ‘Blood Brothers’ 

by Federico Lorca, ‘Spirit of…’ a dance show, Open Mic Fridays and a Devised Drama Share. 

Maintaining and, or, upgrading our equipment to stage this array of events is a major challenge. 

As such we are extremely grateful to Shakespeare at the George for their generosity and we shall 

be adding our own funds towards enhancing the £1,000 so we can maximise on our investment.  

We want to inspire youngsters to engage with their own creativity, explore inventive ways of 

staging repertoire and develop their own sense of artistry. To aid this process we wanted to 

purchase some radio mics so as to improve our technical provision and allow the student 

performers to move freely and expressively about the stage without the hindrances of wires or 

poor hand me down microphones. The quality of sound being transmitted through the auditorium 

contributes to an audience’s sense of enjoyment and to the student performer’s confidence.  

Mr T Griffiths 

A Prestigious Award from Shakespeare at the George 



 

The Level 3 Health and Social Care 

students have been studying anatomy 

and physiology this term.  

Today they got to look inside their own 

bodies with the use of some virtual 

reality technology!  

Mrs Knox 

Virtual Learning! 

If your son/daughter has been given crutches 

to use, by a medical professional, please 

ensure the appropriate Key Stage office is 

notified on the first day the crutches are to be 

used in school. 

Mrs R Hall 

Students on Crutches 

On Tuesday, 30 January, twenty-one of our KS3 students took part in the annual 

Gymnastics Competition. All students were a credit to Longsands and 
demonstrated some fantastic gymnastics. Successes were well deserved after 

their continued commitment to training every Monday and Tuesday.  

Podium positions: 

Poppy Presland - 1st place novice category  

Irene Petrie & Georgia Street - Joint 1st Intermediate category  

Bella Given - 3rd place advanced category 

Evie Ruffles - 3rd place intermediate catergory 

We were also very lucky to be cheered on from Louis Smith (Olympic Gold Medalist) whilst he 

was training alongside the girls competing.  

A big thank you to Yasmin Leach (Year 13) and Sophie Luscombe (Year 11) for their 

commitment and dedication every Monday and Tuesday coaching the gymnasts to get them 

ready.  

They both, along with Ellie Jones (Year 11), were fantastic role models throughout the 

competition in their judging roles.  

Miss D Broughton 

District Gymnastics Competition 

Year 9s were put through their paces from the head coach 

at the Hot Gates Crossfit in Kempston on the 26, January 
2018. Here they learnt about all the components of fitness 

that can be improved from this American sport and how 
this will enhance their performances in any sports. 

Miss D Broughton 

Hot Gates Crossfit 

What do Alexandra Eeles, Ellie Mobbs, Erin Hall, Taylor 

Fernie,  Abigail Waterman, Molly Power, Daisy Hall, 

Rebecca Martin, Jessica Smith and Maisy Webb all have 

in common? 

They all featured in an episode of Blue Peter which aired on 

18 January 2018 and raced against the presenter Lindsey at 

the Dragon Boat National Finals at Holme Pierrepont National 

Water Sports centre, Nottingham on 23/24 September 2017. 

If you missed it, a link to the episode can be found here. 

Miss D Broughton 

Dragon Boat Team 

https://my.pcloud.com/publink/show?code=XZ7MEH7ZY9j3OqnXA78PItoe91o3YYUByid7


Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial  

Find us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/longsandsnews  

Find us on YouTube 

 

Longsands Road, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 1LQ 

01480 353535 www.longsands.cambs.sch.uk  

Term Dates 

Please see below a copy of our term dates for 2017-18 and 2018-19. The last day of our current term will be Friday 9, February 

and students should return to the Academy on Monday 19, February. The parental consultation dates for 2018-19 will be published 

as soon as we have them. 

Teams from all Year 7 tutor groups competed in an e-safety themed scavenger hunt during lunch on 

Monday, 5 February. The aim was to solve ‘internet safety themed’ clues and answer thought provoking 
questions as they went along. 

On Tuesday, the winning teams from 7AAK and 7BMM were rewarded with a pizza party for their 
forms to celebrate UK Safer Internet Day. #SID2018 

Mrs Chilton 

E-Safety Scavenger Hunt! 

For general communication, please call 01480 353535 or email enquiries@longsands.cambs.sch.uk  

To report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or email absence@longsands.cambs.sch.uk 

To be as cost effective as possible when we communicate with you, we endeavour to email correspondence home so please make 

sure you have supplied us with a current and valid email address.  

We also like to share students achievements and successes via our social media channels. Why not connect with us there too? 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial      Find us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/longsandsnews 

Ways to Stay in Touch 
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