
 

 

 

 

 

Examiners Report  

Year 11 Mock 

 

 

Enclosed is advice on how well questions were answered in the 

recent mock exams and how answers could be improved. It also 

includes some example 6mark and case study answers. 
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Paper 1 Theme 1 

1a. Overall this question was answered well.  For full 4 marks you had to include 

information from both resources and reference land height. 
 

1bi. This question asked you to complete the second graph accurately and shade the 

groups correctly for 1mark.  Overall this was done well but there were still some of you 

that missed it altogether. 
 

1bii. Here you were asked to compare the changes.  For the full 2 marks you needed to 

include a comment on the overall numbers as well as the individual changes experienced 

by the National Parks. 
 

1ci.  This questions was generally answered quite poorly.  It asked for a social and 

economic reason.  Things like; social, more leisure time so more holidays,   people keen to 

explore and spend time with friends, more people taking weekend breaks with their 

children,  economic, higher incomes mean more money to spend on holidays, more 

people own cars now compared to 50yrs ago and so access to these areas is much easier. 

Road and transport networks have improved in this time so easy access to the countryside. 
 

1cii.  This question asked why local people who lived in rural areas would welcome the 

increase.  You needed to make sure your answer focused around local people not just local 

businesses.   

Creates jobs in the tourist industry providing employment for local people this would 

increase their income.  
 

1d. This question was often miss interpreted. It required you to speak about how problems 

in National parks can be managed and for the full 6marks you needed to refer to a 

National Park you have studied.   Some students explained why there was footpath 

erosion or traffic congestion rather than how it could be managed.  Make sure you read 

each question twice and underline the command words   
 

1.e Overall students demonstrated good knowledge of the case study of Birmingham and 

were able to include specific facts however more attention needs to be paid to the 

question and the structure of the answer in order to improve marks.  It is vital you answer 

each of the bullet points as clear paragraphs and follow the 1,3,2 method. 

1 sentence to name and locate 

3 describe points- must include facts 

2 points explained in detail – must include facts 
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Paper 1 Theme 2 

2a.  This question asked you to compare the climate of London with Kuala Lumpur.  

Many of you gave excellent descriptions of the two areas and included data but 

unfortunately you did not compare them so marks were limited.  Whenever a 

question asks you to compare you should make sure you use connectives such as; 

whereas, compared to, more than, less than. 

2b asked you to explain why tropical ecosystems grow at a rapid rate. This was also a 

levelled question so explaining your points was important.   You needed to refer to 

high rainfall, high temperatures and growing seasons and nutrient supply, they were 

also looking for data to back up some of your ideas and an explanation of why it was 

important. 

2c asked you to add annotations to the convection rainfall diagram this was on the 

whole done very well. 

2di. asked for a definition of anticyclones, you needed to pick from the 3 they gave.  

This was not down well. Remember in an anticyclone air sinks so there is high 

pressure and light winds. 

2dii.  This question also asked you to compare using s weather map instead of 

climate graphs.  This question highlighted the same problems as 2b, you must use 

comparative connectives in order to answer the question effectively. 

2e. A difficult 6 mark levelled question also asking you to compare, this time summer 

and winter hazards in an anticyclone.  Many students wrote a lovely paragraph 

describing and explaining summer hazards then a lovely paragraph explaining winter 

hazards.  Unfortunately very few achieved more than 2/6 as no direct comparisons 

were made.   This could be an easy thing to correct and would significantly increase 

many students’ marks. 

2f. Case study questions for theme 2 covered flood management and coastal 

management.  You must be confident with your case study knowledge.  On the whole 

very limited, specific facts were included and answers were very muddled, as if 

rushed.   Remember follow the bullet points in the question carefully, what do you 

need to name and located? What do you need to describe?  What do you need to 

explain?  Clear paragraphs on each follow the 1,3,2 method outlined above in Theme 

1. 
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Example answers paper 1:  
 
Case study question- Theme 1 using the 1,3,2 method. 
 
Qe A case study about housing in an urban area  [8+3] 

 Name the urban area 
 Describe the pattern of housing in different parts of this urban area 
 Explain why different groups of people live in different parts of this 

urban area. 
 

1) Birmingham is located in the West Midlands of the UK.  
 
3) In the inner suburbs of Birmingham, for example in Erdington, the housing 
pattern is smaller houses that are often terraced, with small gardens and no 
garages. Up to 40% of the housing in Erdington is social housing, and there 
are also large blocks of flats up to eight storeys. By comparison, Edgbaston is 
in the outer suburbs, and houses are typically much larger, detached, and 
have bigger gardens and garages.  
 
2) The first reason why different groups of people live in different parts of 
Birmingham is income. In Erdington, average household salaries are around 
£30,000 per year and 25% of people have no qualifications. In Edgbaston on 
the other hand, households are wealthier and only 10% of people have no 
qualifications, which means that the people who live there have better 
jobs. As a consequence, they can afford the larger and more expensive 
homes. 
The second reason is ethnic clustering. This is where groups of migrants from 
other countries tend to live near one another, because they can form 
communities with a culture they are used to. This tends to be in cheaper 
housing, which is more likely to be in inner suburbs like Erdington, this 
explains why a higher number of people from ethnic minorities (15% of the 
population) live there, compared to 7% in Edgbaston 
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Example answers for Paper 1 Theme 2:   
 
6 mark levelled question. 
Anticyclones can dominate the weather for prolonged periods. They can 
develop in summer or winter. 

 
Qe.  Compare the hazards brought by a prolonged summer anticyclone 
with those of a prolonged winter anticyclone. [6] 
 
In summer an anticyclone can lead to heat waves and drought this puts 
farmers crops under stress and can cause them to die as there is not 
enough water.  This leads to a reduction in the farmers income, while in a 
winter anticyclone the ground might be frozen for long periods of time so 
the farmer might not be able to plough his fields and get them ready for 
seeding, this could delay the crops growth reducing yields and the farmers 
income. 
 
In summer heat waves and high temperatures can put people at risk from 
heat stroke, and make people feel unwell this can be serious for 
vulnerable groups such as the elderly. Whereas in winter, low 
temperatures and frosty nights can make pavements slippery and cause 
people, especially the elderly to fall and injure themselves. 
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Theme 2 Case study question. 
A case study about managing an area threatened by coastal erosion: 

 Name the coastal area you have studied-One sentence 

 Explain why the coastal area needs to be managed at this location- 
Two points explained in detail 

 Describe how the coastal area is being managed- Three descriptive 
points 
 
Notice the explain and describe are in a different order, this time 
your answer will follow 1,2,3 in structure. 

 
1) Mappleton is on Holderness coast, in the east of England 
 
2) One reason this coastline needs protecting is because of the high rates 
of erosion, as much as 2-3 meters per year.  This is because the cliffs are 
made of soft bolder clay deposited 18,000 yr ago and is easily eroded by 
the processes of hydraulic action (force of the waves compressing air in 
cracks in the cliff) and abrasion (when material is thrown at the cliffs 
wearing it away).  The waves are also very powerful as there is a long fetch 
which allows the wind to transfer more energy making them bigger, this 
increases erosion rates. 
Secondly Mappleton has a high economic value, 50 properties and the 
B1242, an important linking road runs through the town.  It would have 
cost much more to move the road therefore it was decided to invest in 
defences and hold the line which was cheaper in the long run. 
 
3) In 1991 they spent £2m on two rock armour groynes designed to absorb 
wave energy and stop longshore drift.  They also built a rock revetment, 
designed to protect the cliffs by absorbing wave energy.  These defences 
have successfully reduced erosion at Mappleton but have accelerated 
erosion further along the coast at Skipsy. 
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Paper 2 Decision Making Exercise 

Qai.  Overall this was answered well, good use of compass directions but remember 
that the 3rd mark is often reserved for the use of scale. 
 
Qbi. Accuracy was the main issue here.  Make sure you use a ruler and take time to 
draw the graph accurately, easy marks to loose. 
 
Qbii.  This question asked you to describe the changes over time in the percent living 
in urban areas and overall population.  Many tried to compare urban growth with 
population growth in the same year unfortunately this data was not comparable.  
What the examiner was looking for was a comparison in the overall trends.  i.e. urban 
growth increased steadily while population growth increased rapidly then decreased. 
Data to back this up would have allowed you full marks. 
 
Qbiv.  This question was misinterpreted by many.  It required you to explain why 
urban areas are growing e.g. demand for housing is leading to new developments on 
the edge of the city causing it to sprawl outwards. Not why people want to move 
there.  This was covered and answered well in Qbiii. 
 

 There was a general lack of knowledge on what managed retreat is and how it 
works, you should look up its positives and negatives to improve your 
knowledge. 

 Make sure you have a clear understanding of the term sustainable. Look up a 
definition. 

 
QC. Final report.  There were some key weaknesses that prevented high marks in this 
part of the paper.  Most people miss used the term sustainability.  Sustainability 
does not mean it will last a long time, this is durability.  When something is 
sustainable it is not damaging to the natural environment, it is effective and meets 
the needs of people and the environment, today and in the future.    While hard 
engineering methods such as a sea wall do indeed last for many years, will they be 
able to stand up to future sea level rise or will they need to be heightened?  Are they 
really a sustainable management strategy? 
It is also important that you structure your answer carefully you must justify why 
your chosen option is the best but you must also justify why the other options are 
not as suitable.  Follow the guide on the next page to improve the structure of your 
answer. 
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How to structure your final report, section C 

 

 

 

 

B 

/ 

A 

State the option you think is best. 

Give several reasons why (emphasise its 

good points), explain how the option will 

help local people, the environment and how 

it might be more sustainable than the 

other options. Make sure you are realistic 

– your chosen option probably has some 

bad points. Explain them but emphasise 

that the good points outweigh the bad.  

 

Now explain which options you have 

rejected and why.  They will have good 

points you should mention them but 

emphasise the bad points.  

Explain how these projects will affect the 

local people/environment and explain how 

they might not be as sustainable. 

You should be using information/facts to 

back up what you say throughout and you 

can always draw on your own knowledge 

and suggest an alternative project. 

 

In your final sentences summarise and 

justify why your chosen option is the best. 

 

Need to use a wide range of 

connectives to explain the 

points you are making. 

 

Include lots of facts and 

evidence from the resource 

sheets but put things into 

your own words and explain 

them. You can always compare 

to a place you have studied as 

well. 

 

You must discuss all the 

options the one you chose and 

the ones you rejected.  

Discuss the positives and 

negatives of each project 

 

Ensure you are considering 

the impacts of the projects 

on different groups of people 

and the environment. 

 

You need to weigh up the 

positives and negatives and 

justify your final decision 


